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America’s PR drive for war backfires 


^ | /Avnnan Navels to Baghdad for last ditch peace 


mission as 


US is forced to sell prospect of air strikes to sceptical public 


‘ a Xr *j" Saddara Hussein had 

b agreed to these terms at the end 

of the Gulf Vfar and “Tie simply 
AC toe T T^A xr ri raust ^ere to that standard”. 

^ , ^-President A1 Gore de- 

hSEfjo ST"- ayed a Wp t0 501,111 A*** to 

hl * ,a ?" ^ “ on hand" in Washington for 
£!£5 meetings of the national secu- 
the Gulf, the United States ad- rity team “at this critical time” 
ministration was forced to em- Ms Albright travelled to 
bark on a last-ditch mission of Nashville, Tennessee, to ad- 
]t f owm*- selling" the prospect dress a university audience on 
of air strikes to a hesitant and the need to keep air strikes as 
sceptical American public all an option against Iraq. Both she 
over again. and the US ambassador to the 

The all-out campaign to re- UN, Bill Richardson, did the 
store the credibility of the US rounds of the breakfast televi- 
militaiy option followed the sion shows, defending US poi- 
spectacular failure of a tele- icy and the virtues of democracy 
rj/feed ‘"town-hair style debate on and free speech. 

^Wednesday, at Ohio State Uni- Back in Washington, the 

versity, when US policy was re- White House made known 
r : . peatetfly, and noisily, challenged, plans for a blitz by administra- 
Vietnam -style anti-war pro- tion officials on the Sunday 
j ’esters disrupted proceedings television talks hows and held 
--ith heckling and chants of open the possibility of a tele- 
“Qne, two, three, four, we don’t vised presidential address from 
f 1 want your racist war”, and par- the Oval office. 

, dopants questioning the reasons The Ohio debate, planned 

t'ior US belligerence towards as an exercise in popular diplo- 
^.Iraq came close to flooring macy for the US “heartland” 
mosI senior mem- and televised around the world 
of President Bill Clinton’s by CNN - the cable and satel- 
y ^ministration: the Secretary lire channel known to be 
~y^tate, MadelenreAlbnght, the watched by Iraqi leaders - only 
51 “ifense Secretary, Wiliam Co- showed bow divided US public 
Tien, and the national security opinion was about the prospect 
adviser, Sandy Berger. of military action. Asked yes- 

Preadent Clinton delayed a terday whether President Sad- 
visit to Baltimore to restate on dam would be “emboldened” fay 


is 


AS THE United Nations Sec- 
retary-General, Kofi Annan, 
beaded to Baghdad on his last- 
ditch effort to preserve peace ia 
the Gulf, the United States ad- 
ministration was forced to em- 
bark on a last-ditch miss ion of 
its own: “selling” the prospect 
of air strikes to a hesitant and 
sceptical American public all 
over again. 

The all-out campaign to re- 
store the credibility of the US 
1 military option followed the 
. spectacular failure of a tele- 
“town-hair style debate on 
ry& Wednesday, at Ohio State Uni- 
versity, when US policy was re- 
' f : . peatedly, and noisily, challenged, 

. .y^Y Vietnam-style anti-war pro- 
/’esters disrupted proceedings 
* — .ith heckling and chants of 
“One, two, three, four, we don’t 
J' want your racist war”, and par- 
jVjEt dopants questioning the reasons 
►for US belligerence towards 
^'. J^lraq came close to flooring 
mosI sen* 01 mem- 
of President Bill Clinton’s 
•y^ninistration: the Secretary 
- “^ate, Madeleine Albright, the 
P" ^“ifense Secretary, Wiliam Co- 
.ien, and the national security 
adviser, Sandy Berger. 
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television the reasons and ob- 
jectives of any US miliiaiy action 
against Iraq and insist that he 
.. J ->opular support “I believe 
/ 7 .gty that most Americans 

f pport our policy," he said. 
’ ^ Ihey support our resolve.” 
ft Stressing yet again the US 
bottom line for a settlement, he 
1 said Iraq had to agree to “free 
^ 'unfettered access to all sus- 
aw h Teied weapons sites anywhere 


Z30 Feffv* 
Barbcar* 


this demonstration, Mr din ton 
retorted: “Not if he understands 
the first thing about America.’ 
He described it as “a good old- 
fashioned American debate". 

The failure of (be Ohio State 
meeting, however, was widely 
acknowledged, with one White 
House official saying that it bad 
been “like watching a car crash 
take place before your eyes”. 

Iraq crisis, pages 12 and 13 
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Under a burning sky: an RAF Harrier GR7 jump-jet lands on the deck of HMS Illustrious, en route for the Gulf 


Phonograph: Royal Navy/Reuters 



Worried about childcare costs? MPs order masons to reveal 
■You’re not a civil servant, then names in corruption scandal 
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Health Insurance. 


By Anthony Botis 

iPoBfaca!. Editor 

VrHE TAXPAYER is paying up 
to half the childcare costs for 
-• civil servants’ children - more 
than £70 a week in some cases 
- as part of a Whitehall pack- 
age on equal opportunities. 

• With The Independent open- 
ing a campaign this week for a 
' national childcare tax al- 
- kjwance, the revelation of what 
the Government itself is doing 
for its own employees will add 
jo the pressure for all parents 
h> get assistance. 

■ ? . In a batch of Commons 
jqoestioos yesterday, Harry 
■Baraes, one of the MPs cam- 
paigning for affordable Parlia- 
mentary childcare provision, 
t Asked ministers what their de- 
partments were doing - and 




vriiat subsdies they were paying. 

The most detailed answer 
was provided ty Angela Eagle, 
at the Department of Environ- 
ment, Transport and the Re- 
gions, who said that a 50 per 

cent subsidy for 10 places in two 
government-organised West- 
minster nurseries was costing 
the taxpayer between £73 and 
£78 a week per place. 

The Independent c ampai g n is 


railing for a tax break of £1,800 
a year - less than £8 a week on 
die pay cheques of most parents. 

Official government guid- 
ance on Quality Chjkicaie in the 
CivQ Service says: “Departments 
or agencies which have made 
childcare provision find that it 
can bring significant benefits.” 

A reduction in absenteeism 
and sick leave, and fewer res- 
ignations for domestic reasons, 
are cited as benefits, along with 
the fact “that staff are better 
able to concentrate on their 
work because they know their 
children are being properly 
cared for”. 

The biggest childcare 
provider, according to last 
nigh t’s Commons answers, is the 
Minist ry of Defence, with 500 
full-time places for officials’ 
children. 

Campaign reports, page !0 


By Jason Bennetto 

Come Correspondent 


BRITAIN’S most senior 
freemasons yesterday became 
locked in an extraordinary pow- 
er struggle with MPs demand- 
ing the names of police masons 
linked to corruption scandals. 

Members of the United 
Grand Lodge, the Freemasons’ 
ruling body, were warned they 
faced possible charges of con- 
tempt of Parliament and repri- 
mands after they refused to 
provide any names to a Com- 
mons select committee. 

They also indicated that they 
would ignore a request by Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, to 
provide a list of their members 
in the police and the judiciary, 
and would give only lukewarm 
support for a voluntary register. 


The dispute centres on a re- 
quest by the Select Committee 
on Home Affairs last summer for 
the Grand Lodge to identify ma- 
sons in a list of about 165 peo- 
ple connected to three scandals. 
That follows allegations that 
masons were at the heart of a se- 
ries of miscarriages of justice. 

The cases involved 96 mem- 
bers of the disbanded West Mid- 
land Serious Crime Squad 
between 1974 and 1989; seven of- 
ficers connected to the John 
Stalker affair, in which the 
deputy chief constable of Greater 
Manchester was suspended as he 
was completing his investiga- 
tion into whether the RUC was 
operating a shoot-lo-fcill policy; 
and about 60 people, including 
journalists, involved in the IRA 
Birmingham pub bombings. 

The lodge’s Grand Secretary. 
Commander Michael Higham, 


said so far seven \*fest Midlands 
officers had been identified as 
masons, but gave no names. 

Chris Mullin. the committee 
chairman and a campaigner 
against injustice, including the 
case of the Birmingham Six, 
said: “It is obvious that the pow- 
ers of the committee are being 
challenged and we owe h to our- 
selves and to Parliament to rise 
to the occasion.” 

The masons said they did not 
trust the MRs to keep secret any 
information they might give. 

The Committee voted to 
ask the Seijeant at Arms, Peter 
Jennings, to demand the list of 
names within 14 days. 

Cmdr Hi gham al$n declined 
to show committee members 
the masons' secret handshake. 

Later the masons indicated 
they would comply with the 
MPs’ demands. 
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‘Cosmonauts get legless on intergalactic duty-free 
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By Phil Reeves 

in Moscow 





aboard Mir. stressful 


THE MIR space station has had 

another nasty leak. This time, 
it’s not oxygen jetting out of a 
punctured hull No. this is noth- 
ing more lethal than a small but 

startling secret- ■ 

Earthlings may have thought 
Russia’s and Nasa’s spacemen 
spend their time doing research, 
making TV commercials and 
downing nothing more potent 
than vitamin pills: Not so. 


Some, it emerges, have also 
been pursuing livelier plea- 
sures. Despite an official ban, 
Mir crew members have been 
tippling away as they whizz 
round and round the planet. In 
interviews marking its 12th an- 
niversary yesterday, two re- 
turned cosmonauts, Alexander 
Lazutkin and Vasily Tsibliyev, 
said there was a bottle of cognac 
on board, for “stressful'’ occa- 
sions. There has been no short- 
age of the latter. The last year 
has seen computer cra s h es , a 
collision with a supply ship, a 


commander with palpitations, 
and a tiff with a Nasa astronaut 
over his poor Russian. In the 
must inadent, last HOnvazy, the 
crew came dose to abandoning 
Mir after a fire which filled it 
with anoke. Once it was out, US 
astronaut Jerry Linen ger sug- 
gested the crew take vitamin 
pills and powdered milk to neu- 
tralise any contaminants they 
may have inhaled. 

Russian flight controllers 
had another suggestion: a “lit- 
tle special medicine” would 
also help, they felt Out came 


the intergalactic duty-free. “It 
was like any people on Earth 
who have weekends, holidays. 
We needed to relax, so we 
would allow ourselves a sip of 
cognac,” said Mr Lazutkin. Yes- 
terday the Russian space agency 
was monitoring the return from 
Mir of two cosmonauts, Anatoly 
Solovyov and Pavel Vinogradov, 
and Frenchman Leopold Ey- 
barts. Well out of view of cus- 
toms, they touched down in 
Kazakhstan. But an agency 
spokesman did find time to 
concede there is a difference be- 


tween rules and practice: “Of- 
ficially, alcohol is ... prohibit- 
ed. Unofficially, they can bring 
very limited quantities. Nobody 
ever gets drunk." While Nasa 
strictly forbids alcohol, it seems 
the Russians have been taking 
nips for years. 
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Customers 


savage 
rail firms 


Bjr Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


PASSENGERS on many pri- 
vate train companies say they 
are suffering from a poor ser- 
vice. according to a government 
report released yesterday. 

The study is a collection of 
surveys of customer attitudes 
conducted by the train compa- 
nies since they were privatised. 
The results present a mixed pic- 
ture. It shows that even the most 
highly-regarded train companies 
such as Chiltero Railways and 
Gatwick Express are failing to 
meet passenger satisfaction 
targets. 

Cleanliness of trains, seat 
availability and station infor- 
mation are among the biggest 
complaints that passengers 
have, according to the statistics 
from the Office of Passenger 
Rail Franchising (Opraf) - the 
body which sold off the railways. 

On the ChUtem line, which 
runs between London Maryle- 
booe and Birmingham, pas- 
senger surveys showed the 
service had got worse in 14 out 
of 15 categories. Another sur- 
prise was the Gatwick Express 
service, which carries thou- 
sands of package holidaymak- 
ers each day. Despite being 
one of the few lines that mak es 
money without subsidy, pas- 
sengers were unhappy about 
speed of ticket purchases, seat 
availability, cleanliness and 
refreshments. 

South West T hiins . which 
runs trains from London 


through Surrey and is owned by 
the transport company Stage- 
coach, was also criticised by its 
users for poor time-keeping 
and overcrowded carriages. 

Commuters on a large Lon- 
don network, the French-owned 
Conoex South Central, also be- 
rated the service for being over- 
crowded. 

The Opraf figures, published 
for the first time, showed details 
of whether 19 of the 25 train op- 
erating companies bad met their 
agreed benchmark figure for 
passenger satisfaction in a num- 
ber of different areas of service. 

Each company has different 
benchmarks and different sur- 
vey times and no comparison 
with previous British Rail fig- 
ures are possible. 

This approach was criticised 
by rail campaigners. “Wc were 
hoping for league tables but the 
way the figures are collected al- 
lows for no meaningful com- 
parison, " said Jonathan Bray of 
Save Our Railways. 

The passenger survey figures 
showed that 79 benchmark fig- 
ures have improved and 58 
have got worse. Of the 19 com- 
panies, 10 have generally im- 
proved, seven have got worse 
and two are roughly the same. 

“This first publication of 
figures shows a mixed picture 
and it is too early to draw any 
firm conclusions,” said John 
O'Brien, the franchising direc- 
tor. “However, it is encourag- 
ing to note that there are more 
results which are better than 
benchmark than are worse." 



Close to the bone: Alan Coomfaer outside the Bell Inn yesterday which he runs in Wen, 
East Sussex, where the putris specialty is T-bone steak; the landlord may become the first 
person to be prosecuted for defying the Government's ban on selling beef on the bone 
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Outlook for the next few days 
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Welsh 
land sale 
faces 
inquiry 


TOMORROW 
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By Tony Heath 


YOUR MONEY 
How the top investors make 
their fortune 


FRAUD-SQUAD officers are 
investigating a deal involving the 
sale of land owned by the Welsh. 
Development Agency to 
Merthyr Tydfil Borough Coun- 
r-fl The investigation got under 

way as the Welsh Secretary, Ron 

Davies, ordered the agency not 
to complete a contract, drawn 
up in February 1996, covering 

the sale of two sites on the west- 
ern fringe of the town. 

It throws doubt oo plans to 
build a £35 m store, leisure cen- 
tre and sw imming pool, offer- 
ing the prospect of 800 jobs. 
Having purchased the land, the 
council intended to sell it to de- 
velopers Highstar Develop- 
ments (Merthyr), which invited 
bids from supermarket compa- 
nies, with Sainsbury being se- 
lected. The developers later 
told the authority the Sainsbury 
bid was not the highest, leaving 
the council the prospect of 
finding an extra £lm towards 
die scheme. Alan Baynham, 
an independent member of the 
Labour-controlled authority, 
said yesterday: "The whole pro- 
cedure was riddled with inac- 
curacies.” Frustrated after 
failin g to receive information 
from the authority, be took his 
fears to the district auditor. U I 
came across a firm that had 
made a higher bid than Sains 1 
bury’s.” 

Mr Davies said: “It is not in 
the public interest to complete 
the contract until the matter has 
been fully considered and re- 
solved." His department would 
co-operate fully with the police 
and the district auditor. 
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How do you want me? 
Stand-up Dylan Moran 
makes it to TV 


THE MAGAZINE 
Girl singers on top ? 
Hardly. It’s the men who 
are in control 


TIME OFF 

Down Mexico way, Fitou 
and chip.s? What to drink 
with your dinner 


Magnet kitchens 


Our story on 18 February about an industrial dispute involving 
the Magnet kitchen company failed to include a response from 
manag ement. The company argues that the total benefits pack- 
age claimed by employees was worth 12 per cent, compared 
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age claimed by employees was worth 12 per cent, compared 
with the unions’ estimate of 3 per cent. While only 60 per cent 
of the workforce was eventually offered a 3 per cent rise in 
basic wages, as stated in our article, the rest were offered im- 
provements to other payments. Alan Bowkett, chief execu- 
tive of Berisford, which owns Magnet, received a one-off 
productivity payment of £124,000 in 1997, not a pay increase 
of £125,000. 


MICHAEL 

HANLON 

WEATHER 

WISE 


LAST WEEK, as I walked my 
dog in the park, another dog- 
walker came up to me, looked 
up at the blue sky with a pained 
expression and said: **Lovely 
weather ... worrying, isn’t it?” 

A strange response to a 
sunny February day. Of course, 
what he meant was: “This warm 
weather - it must be the green- 
house effect The end is nigh.” 

The theory, and it is just that, 
of man-made carbon dioxide 
emissions causing global wann- 
ing, first hit the headlines 10 
years ago. It was no coincidence 
that the summer of 1988 was 
unusually hot across much of 
the United States. Britain ex- 
perienced a very mild winter in 
1988/89, and London sweltered 
in a heatwave the following Au- 
gust (most of the resi of the 
world had perfectly normal 
weather al this time: but then 


few environmentalists live in the 
rest of the world). The Inter- 
governmental panel on climate 
change was formed. And, last 
year, legally binding agree- 
ments were signed in Kyoto, 
Japan, to “save the planet”. 

. Anyone publicly questioning 
the greenhouse theory has large- 
ly been condemned as at best 
naive, probably bonkers, and at 
worst a sinister right-wing agent, 
probably in the pay of the oil 
companies. Children are kept 
awake at night with tales of flood 
and catastrophe, and it can't be 
long before Greenhouse Denial 
becomes a criminal offence 
somewhere on the planeL 

It is surprising, and instruc- 
tive, to see how the global- 
warming paradigm became so 
widely accepted. Of course, an 
impending catastrophe is a 
much sexier story than business- 
as-usual. Environmental re- 
porting is often carried out by 
advocates of environmental- 
ism. In this climate, the party 
line trotted out by Greenpeace, 
Friends of the Earth and a great 
number of scientists is report- 
ed faithfully and uncritically. 

The public’s understanding 
of climatology is, quite under- 
standably. rather sketchy. Mary 
people are confused by global 
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warming, identifying it (if it is-' r- 
happening) as bad. but muddled , ‘ 
about its causes. Reports often - . 
fan to distinguish between the 
greenhouse effect and ozone- - • 
layer degradation - two quite . 
separate things. Most people 
have got the messageThat cars ; 
are the work ofthe-Devil -and;; 
therefore will be happy to swat- " 
low any fuel-tax increases that 
obliging governments may wish 
to throw at them. 

The scientists too, are hap- - 
py to accept the research grants v. 
being put their way to investi- 
gate climate change, and pro- 
duce wild worst-case scenarios ■* 
that start from the as-yet- ;■ 
unproven assumption that tern- ,-y 
peratures wifl cany op rising. . 

But if the environmentalists - 
have cried wolf, what will hap- ’ 
pen? If the ctimatologica] com- 
munity is forced to revise or . 
even completely overturn the 
current doomsday consensus, 
my guess is, that like those end- 
of-the-worfdarfts that spring up 
from time to time, the true be- 
lie vers wfl] not turn in anger on 
the high priests of . environ- 
mentalism, but instead calmly * . 
pick up their sandwich boards V 
and proclaim the next im- ~ 
pending catastrophe. The Ice 
Age cometb? ^ 
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By Paul Routfedge 
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TOE Church of England is 
hoping to swell its Easter con- 
gregations by tapping into the 
pubhc outpouring ofgriefafter 
Afi death of Diana, Princess of 
. ; Wales, 

- Posters depicting a pfle of 
floral tributes, cuddly toys 
hand-written messages and can- 
dles similar to scenes outside 
Kensington Palace following 

last September's tragedy will be 

displayed on billboards in the 
run-up to Easter. The slogan 
reads: “If this all staned you 
think i ng, carry on at Church this 
Easter.” 

This weekend 36,000 order 

forms for the campaign will be 
distributed to churches of all 


turns to Diana to boost attendance 


denominations across Ihe coon- 

b?’ thT 2” pa, 8 D devised 
Ner^ . Churcb * s Advertising 
^work and is designed to 
^ninlemst in ttosn outside 

ictS Nctworll ' s 

second Eastertide advertise- 
ment. in 1995, posters ex- 
clamted: “Surprise!" in 

reference to the 

resurrection 
year a plan to use The 
,ogo wilh die Slogan: 
^be Thith is out There" was 

by a copyright dispute. 
The 1996 Christmas poster 
featuring the Virgin Mary with 
the words: “Bad Hair Day?!I 
You re a virgin, you've just giv- 
en birth and now three iriny 
have shown up" was generally 
deemed misguided. The Rev 
ttobert E ll is, communications 
officer for Lichfield diocese 


If all this started you thinking, 

CARRY ON AT CHURCH THIS EASTER. 



and a member of the Network, 
admitted that thjs Easter’s cam- 
paign was “high risk*’ and could 
draw accusations that the 


-0U 

r ^k 



churches were “cashing in” on 
the Princess’s death. 

The campaign echoes the de- 
sire expressed by the House of 


Bishops last autumn for the 
Church to minister more suc- 
cessfully to the public’s need for 
spiritual consolation after the 


Princess’s death. Mr Ellis said: 
“In recent years we. have wit- 
nessed the collective outpour- 
ing of grief after events such as 


Hillsborough. Zeebrugge, Keg- 
worth and the death of the 
Princess of Wales. We wanted 
to harness that feeling, and, 
through this campaign, to point 
people towards the next step. 

“Whenever there’s a na- 
tional disaster, the bank of 
flowers symbolises something 
that it’s our job to meet. Peo- 
ple have criticised the Church 
for not responding adequately 
to the emotions people felt af- 
ter Diana’s de ath . Here we are 
trying to respond to it postiwely 
by saying we can help. . 

“Another person’s death re- 
minds us of our own mortality. 
Quite often emotions bidden Sot 


theme 


yean come to the surface. We 

believe it’s okay to be human - 

to cry, mourn or be angry - but 

we know we have some answers 

worth sharing.” 

He denied that the Church 
was exploiting Diana's ttenh- 

The advertisement should be 
seen as a positive contribution 
because the Church was “trying 

to help people”, he said, ating 
a smvw ofpeople’s reactions to 

^er,V^only^^ 

ceutSunedidte^y linked the 

picture with Diana’s death. 

“But advertising has to be in 

your face -you have to engage 
with it if it’s going to work, he 
added. 


Quick on the draw 
sidekick puts Evans’s 
nose out of joint 


Chris Evans: ‘I’m going to sue you for that, I really am’ 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

CHRIS Evans’ cutting-edge sense of hu- 
mour came dose to toppling over the brink 
yesterday when his sidelrick Will Macdon- 
ald accused him on air of smoking cannabis. 

After much effort and an advertising 
break the owner of Virgin Radio managed 
to laugh off the remark as a joke, but there 
was no hiding the seriousness of his tone 
when Mr Macdonald - known as “Weel” 
to viewers of Evans’ TFI Friday - made the 
accusation. 

The ginger-haired presenter, who b as 
made no secret of his fondness for the odd 
pint or six, was discussing what legalising 
cannabis would do to Britain - in his analy- 
sis it would grind to a halt because no one 
would be able to leave their chairs. His pro- 
ducer then said: “lb my knowledge, you 
smoke nine or 10 joints a day, don’t you?" 

This Evans did not take weft. replying: 
“Well 1 don't know about your knowledge 
Will, but to my knowledge not at all.” 

Unlike the usual banter that charac- 
terises Mr Evans’ breakfast show, the ex- 
changes between the DJ and his employee 
took an increasingly aggressive turn with 
Macdonald repeating the accusation: “Chris 


Evans smokes drugs, lots of them" and 
Evans becoming deadly serious: “No I don't 
Pm going to sue you for that, I really am, 
Pm going to take you to court and Tango- 
ing to sue you for every penny and your flat 
because I don't smoke lots and I don’t have 
nine joints a day at alL” 

Listeners could only wonder where this 
exchange was going when it was interrupt- 
ed by a traffic report. It would appear that 
some unheard agreement was then reached 
that would let the head of Britain’s latest 
media empire get out of an increasingly frac- 
tious battle of wills. 

Once they returned to the fray, Evans’ 
underling ratcheted up the conversation to 
a ridiculous level, accusing his boss of hav- 
ing sex with rabbits. Evans was not placat- 
ed and said he had thin^ be coukl air about 
Macdonald which he wouldn’t so he could 
not be counter-sued. Then Evans asked his 
friend the footballer Paul Gascoigne to call 
in and deny he took drugs and Evans' em- 
ployee Danny Baker to say cannab is wasn’t 
bis drug of choice - cocaine was. 

Macdonald met Evans on The Big Break- 
fast and was Evans’ first employee and the 
man who devised Don 7 Forget Your Tooth- 
brush. Presumably with a track record like 
that he can say almost anything he likes. 



Will Macdonald: Tested his employer’s : 


of humour to the limit 


Amnesty International takes 
t up case of men in sex sessions 


By Kathy Marks 



SEVEN men who are to be sen- 
tenced at Bolton Crown Court 
today for faking part in group 
sex sessions in a private home 
will be adopted as prisoners of 
conscience by Amnesty In- 
ternational if they are jailed. 

Amnesty's highly unusual 
step reflects international out- 
rage about the case of the so- 
called Bolton Seven. The 
human rights organisation 
rarely adopts prisoners-of-con- 
A.rience in this country, and 
Tihere are none in British jails at 
present. 

The men were convicted 
last month of offences includ- 
ing buggery and gross indecen- 
cy after police seized video 
tapes on which they had record- 
ed themselves. Sex between 
men is illegal if more than two 
people are present. 


The parties took place at the 
home of one of the defendants, 
Norman Williams. All the men 
were over the age of consent, 
except one, who was six months 
short of 18. All, including the 
youngest, were willing partici- 
pants. 

The Bolton case has be- 
come a cause c615bre in the gay 
co mmuni ty, and the men have 
received more than 400 letters 
of support from individuals and 
human rights groups around the 
world, including Australia, 
South Africa and Romania, 

An Early Day Motion has 
been fabled by the liberal De- 
mocrat MP Dr Evan Harris, 
who asked the Attorney-Gen- 
eral a question in the Commons 
yesterday about issues relating 
to the case. 

The Bishop of Edinburgh, 
the Most Rev Richard Hol- 
loway, is among eminent figures 


who have written to the judge, 
Michael Lever QC, urging him 
to “dispense justice with mercy”. 

The offences cany prison 
sentences of up to five years, 
and the judge has warned that 
he is inclined to jail at least sane 
of the seven. Williams, 33, and, 
Terry Connell, 55, are regard- 
ed as most vulnerable because 
they were filmed with the 17- 
year-old, who cannot be named 

However, campaigners point 
out that the higher age of con- 
sent for gay sex has already been 
declared a breach of human 
rights by the European Com- 
mission, and that Westminster 
w3i almost certainly vote to low- 
er it to 16 later this year. 

The 17-year-old, who has 
been convicted of gross inde- 
cency despite bis legal status as 
a minor, has submitted a state- 
ment to be used in mitigation 
today. In it, he says: “No one se- 


duced me or pressed me to do 
any thing a gainst my will. I hope 
the judge will recognise that our 
relationships were harmless." _ 

Sources dose to the case say 
that police originally raided 
W illiams * house in the mistak- 
en belief that he was part of a 
paedophile ring. 

It has also emerged that 
Dame Barbara MiDs, the Di- 
rector of Public Prosecutions, 
endorsed the decision to pros- 
ecute the men. In a letter to Bri- 
an Iddon, MP for Boltou 
South-East, Dame Barbara in- 
sisted that the prosecution was 
in the public interest. 

Amnesty yesterday called 
on the Government to amend 
laws that penalise gay men for 
private, consensual sexual con- 
duct Soraya Bennejo, a spokes- 
woman, said: “The law as it 
stands constitutes a violation of 
human rights.” 



Shops merger blow for poorer families 


By Mgel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 



g SUPERMARKET customers 

* cooki lose out on bargains when 

the high-street chains Kwik 
. Save, and Somerfield merge, 
consum er groups warned yes- 
terday. Famili es od low in- 
comes would be hardest hit, 
according to retail experts. 

The £lbn merger, which was 
confirmed yesterday, would 

ted to less price cutting across 

the typically cut-throat super- 
market sector, they said. This 
ebuiti mean an end to the “prio? 
tactics of recent years 
. which have seen supermarkets 
charge as tittle as3p for a tm of 
bafotd beans and 7p for a bot- 
tle of bleach. 

JWe would be concerned it 
tiiere was a situation where low- 
^Income ffoups didn’t have ao- 
cpss to supermarkets which 
caiered for their needs, the 
Consumers’ Association said. 



SOMERFIE 


Retail tie-up: Deal could mean end of heavy discounting 


“We would not want to see this 
move limi t consumer’s choices." 

Clive Vhughan. at retail con- 
sultant Verdict Research 
agreed, saying “The long-term 
impact of this merger is that 
there will be less discounting." 

The merger of Somerfield 
and Kwik Save will create 
Britain’s fifth largest super- 
market group with 3,400 stores- 
Somerfield plans to convert 
around 100 branches of Kwik 
Save to its Somerfield format 

over the first year. Longer term, 

it is possible that the number of 
Kwik Save stores coul ^ e _^' 
duced from S80 now to 200-300. 


Kwik Save is Britain’s 
biggest discount supermarket 
group and its prices are typically 
5-6 per cent cheaper than those 
at rivals such as l&soo, Sainsbuiy 
and Somerfield. As more Kwik 
Saves are converted to the mid- 
market Somerfield format, it 
could lead to higher prices, ex- 
perts say. Given that Kwik Save 
is one of the few supermarket 
groups still operating from high 
streets rather than out-of-town 
superstores, consumer groups 
are worried that the Somerfield 
deal might mean lower income 
groups are robbed of their lo- 
cal cheap food outlet. 


Somerfield yesterday 
stressed that it would retain 
Kwik Save’s “no frills” ranges of 
cheaper products in stores that 
were converted and said shop- 
pers would benefit from more 
fresh foods, better service and 
improved shop environments. 
However, City analysts say the 
cost-savings of the merger are 
unlikely to be passed on to cus- 
tomers in lower prices. 

Kwik Save’s head office in 
Prestatyn, Owyd, with 800 
staff, is earmarked for phased 
closure over the next few years. 
Around 120 shops are likely to 
be either sold or dosed. 

Somerfield and Kwik Save 
have decided to merge in order 
to form a stronger company to 
battle against the so-called “Big 
Four" ofTesco, Sainsbuiy, Asda 
and Safeway. Both have been 
under pressure in recent years 
and have struggled to retain 
market share. 
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Killers who put Sinn Fein in the dock 


By David MefGttridc 

Ireland Correspondent 

THE identity of the killers of a 30-year-old 
Catholic man from County Armagh re- 
mained a mystery last night, with conflict- 
ing theories about whether republicans or 
loyalists were responsible. 

If the IRA is found to be responsible 
the result is likely to be a clamour not just 
to suspend Sinn Brin temporarily from the 
multi-party talks process, as is about to hap- 
pen, but to exclude them permanently. The 
identity of those responsible has thus 
assumed vital political significance. 

The British and Irish governments will, 
probably today, announce the exclusion of 
Sinn Fein from the process because the 
RUC has said two recent Belfast killings 
were the work of the IRA. A sustained Sinn 
Fein attempt to avert expulsion, which took 
up three days of the talks process in Dublin 
earlier this week, has been unsuccessful 

A republican attempt to have the 
Dublin High Court issue an injunction 
against their expulsion was yesterday 
adjourned. 

The governments' verdict means that 
Sinn Fein will not be eligible to enter the 
talks when they re-convene in Belfast on 
Monday. On past form the republicans can 
be expected to mount a symbolic protest 
by turning up for the talks in the knowl- 
edge that they will encounter a lock-out 

The initial theory was that the latest 
shooting was tbe work of the Loyalist Vol- 
unteer Force, currently the most active of 
the loyalist paramilitary groups. By yesterday 
afternoon, however, security sources were 
suggesting that republican responsibility was 
more likely, and at 5pm the LVF issued a 
statement denying involvement. Sinn Fein, 
by contrast insisted that loyalists were re- 
sponsible, calling on the RUC to release 
forensic details of the weapon used. 

The dead man was Kevin Conway, a 
married man with a three-month-old child. 
He went missing from his home in the 
Catholic Kiiwihde estate on Tuesday and 
his body was discovered in a derelict farm- 



Killing fields; South Armagh, a notorious stronghold of the IRA, where many troops have been killed 


house in the loyalist Aghalee area on Wed- 
nesday. Mr Conway's hands were tied be- 
hind his back with wire, and he had been 
killed by a shotgun blast to the head. He 
was wearing bedroom slippers when found. 

Last July the LVF shot dead a teenage 
Chtholic girl Bernadette Martin, as she slept 
in the home of her Protestant boyfriend a 


few hundred yarcfe away from the spot where 
Mr Conway’s body was discovered. While 
LVF involvement is not completely dis- 
counted, the theory of republican involve- 
ment is based on a number of factors. 

To begin with, the shooting might fit into 
the pattern of the two other recent killings, 
which the IRA carried out but did not ad- 


mit Loyalist kfltets normally gun down their 
victims on the spot, while Mr Conway was 
led out of an estate, apparently without a 
struggle, in dayiigftt-These facts, together with 
the fact that he was shot in the head 'Mule 
his hands were bound, give rise to the the- 
ory that he was abducted by republicans. 

Arguing that loyalists were responsible. 


Photograph: Pacemaker 

Sinn Fein councillor John ODowd said: 
“We believe Mr Conway may have left the 
area with somebody be knew, voluntarily, 
and he has fallen Into the hands of loyal- 
ist gunmen. He did deal he bought and sold 
goods, and he may have dealt with the 
wrong individual and fallen into the hands 
of these people.” 


Publicans urged to ban habitual drunkards in anti-violence drive 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Pubs owners and local authorities are 
being urged to ban more drunken trou- 
blemakers from bars and clubs as part of 
an anti-violence initiative in town centres. 
Beer bottles should also be barred 


from pubs and clubs were violence is 
commonplace and greater use made of laws 
to outlaw underage drinking in public. 

The Home Office wants action to reduce 
the estimated 13,000 violent incidents that 
take place in and around pubs in Britain 
every week. George Howarth, the Home 
Office minister, yesterday called on publi- 


cans, magistrates and local councils to work 
closely with the police to improve safety. 

The city of York was highlighted as a 
good example of how to tackle drunken 
louts. Using the inebriates Act 1898, and 
the Licensing Act 1902, the police have 
banned habitual drunks from the city’s pubs. 
Anyone who commits three drinking of- 


fences can be banned for three years. The 
offender's photograph is circulated to all 
pubs. Glass-makers have also pledged to 
bring in new toughened products that Mil 
not splinter causing horrific facial injuries. 

Speaking to a Crime Concern Confer- 
ence in London. Mr Howarth cited research 
from the 1996 British Crime Survey sug- 


gesting that about one in sue violent inci- 
dents in England and Wales take place in 
or near pubs. He said: “I want our towns 
and cities to be safe for everyone to enjoy. 
Partnership is die key to reclaiming the so- 
cial and commercial hearts of our com- 
munities from the drunken yobs who have 
made them no-go areas.” 


Rapist jailed for 
three years % 

A MAN who claimed a woman made :■ 

to sex and bondage was y yj ..... 

Williams of rape after retiring for just L 
over three hours at Thiro Crown Court. . 

Williams, of Liskeard, east 
who denied the offence, was jailed for , . . 

Griggs. He also ordered - r. 

regffir with the police as a sex offender • , 

for the rest of his life- • . - ~ - 

Hie jury heard that before raping tbe- 

woman, who was in her thirties, . 5 . 

taped her mouth, and bound berk®* 
to her ankles with 

judge told Williams that he had subjected -gf, 
the woman to “extreme fear . . . ^ : 

Briton found shot 

A BRITON murdered dn the fostday. ' - _‘ 

of a trip to Florida could have been kffled : .. 

in a robbery, police said yesterday. --- • 
Anthony Pike, 42, son of a wealthy hots- ; . 
lier in Spain, was naked and had no M 
belongings when he was found shot dead . 
in woods at Virginia Key. y . 

Police contacted officials in Britain, 
to confirm the identity after discover- - ■ 
ing a form with Mr Pike’s name on it; v 
lying near the body, which was found on :• 
Monday - 12 hours after he arrived m " 
the US on a business trip- ; : 

Police vendetta 

OFFICERS pursued disciplinary action 
against an inspector in a bid to suppress 
allegations of a vendetta against her, a . 
tribunal ruled. Tbe judgment against Lin- 
colnshire Chief Constable Peter Beas- 
ley saj^ Inspector CVdena Fleming was 
suspended as a “sel up” to deflect at- 
tention from her claims of discrimina- 
tion. The judgment found Lincolnshire 
Fblice had victimised her but cleared the 
force of sex discrimination. 

Editor cleared 


THE editor of satirical magazine 
Scallywag was cleared of acting illegally 
over secret computer files taken from for- 
mer defence minister Michael Portillo's 
office. 

But Judge George Bathurst-Norman 
told Simon Regan, 55, he was allowing 
his appeal against a magistrates' court 
conviction only “with veiy great regret”. 


Dixons 

SEE WHAT YOU 
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DOING FOR YOU 
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your PC. New Technology which enables you to contact people 
on the other side of the world, photograph images for viewing 
direct on your computer, create documents simply by speaking 
and bring the latest games to life as never before! 
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It's a fax, copier, scanner and printer ALL-flM-OVE. with 
\ a top speed of up to 4 pages per minute. Enhance * 
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tefc. for business or home usalfo to 600x600 dpi 
resolution for shaper graphics. 

«MSAIfE£50L 


£ 349.99 
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ROCKWELL 56k FLEX CfflP 

The chip which connects over 75% of the 
worlds modems. Download at speeds of 
i 4 ) to 56k bps, using foe Internet send 
faxes, and added voice facity turns your 
Multimedia PC into a ‘hands-free’ . 
telephone. Wa8£t29£9. SAVE £30. 
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Packard Bell pulsarso 

300MHz INTEL PENTIUM U PROCESSOR 

Features stunning graphics, dynamic sound 
and super quick processor. Also includes Intel 
Create and Share Camera Pack - Dixons Deal 
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Was £ 2399 . £2099. SAVE £400. 
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OF SOFTWARE £ 


PHOTOSMART SCANNER 


HEWLETT PACKARD 
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Rush to secure rooms with a view on world’s first luxury floating apar tment 

• -- this caroe up. Time wilJ 

BMBM— — - __ ket when h is it«aiw>rfc].bunhe p 

«»ii office facfliti eAAtn fairly strung./ 




Dream 


:The 


brochure for the luxury floating apartments. 


Pro-life 
leader wins 
propaganda 
battle 


B-=!= SStSKStSX 

srsscsg ssSjHsSil KsssKjSSs 

what is planned as the world s first said yesterday: “Many ** *£, hs a year, prob- 

luxury floating apartment block. finned ^ view that they ttj* ^forthe other nine. 

Agents for the sale of homes in peopte may teteine ^ renut cmi wr q ^ 

the mridofResidenSea rewealed yes- can t £ j m ^ 5 5_year-old business- But he ddid n to the confirmed 
teiday that they have purchasers for But the 55-year In ***** reserved, rang- 

one in five of the apartments on of- — £800,000 to £4 5m. 
fer. six months after the scheme was ing m value own __ Mrhees- 

launched. And the company behind 
the £300m liner now intends to go 
ahea d with confirming the contract 
to have it built. Fredy Dfillis. chief 
executive of ResidenSea Ltd, said: 

“By achieving 5100m of sales, we 
have reached an important milestone 
for the company. Tbis confirms the 
power of the product.” 

The ship is the brainchild of Knut „rricr wife were more 

Kloster Sm, a member of the Nor- man and ** “23*5 £ lm to 
wegian family which is credited with than happy *P{®- t ^ e i gooft 

ssrssasrB 

SKaasasss spfess; sesEs-a-st 

i:-. ■■ S?IL»0B,u»W.c«i«L 

It wffl boast a spa, tennis courts. iday home when en up by friends and family. 

one of which has been bought b y Peter Bcckwkk (right) Photograph: David Saocfeon seven restaurants and a supennar- mgofano ' . ~ 

Shopping this weekend? 
Don’t forget the list 


SS&kssj 

i&SSn— .h— 

the scheme when be sal inert loi 
chief executive on a fhgh 

major shareholder m the 

Harbour fitness dub, he is now 

SKae-KKss 


By Ian Burrell 

> 

Britain's electoral laws were 
thrown into chaos yesterday 
after a victory in the European 
courts for an anti-abortion 
campaigner. 

The ruling opens up the 
way for American-stvle election 
battles over the views of indi- 
vidual candidates on single 
issues such as abortion, hunting 
and gay rights. 

Campaign groups will be 
able to spend as much as they 
tike on leafletting and broad- 
casting in the immediate period 
before an election in order to 
promote a favoured candidate 
or denigrate a rivaL 

Under The Representation 
of the Peoples Act 1983, a limit 
of £5 is imposed on unautho- 
£ rised electioneering. 

But the European Court of 
Human Rights backed a case 
brought by Phyllis Bowman, 
the executive director of the 
Society for the Protection of the 
Unborn Child, who had been 
prosecuted for activities during 
the 1992 election. 

Ms Bowman spent £10,000 
distributing 25.000 leaflets in the 
constituency of Halifax, West 
Yorkshire, citing Alice Mahon, 
the sitting Labour MP, as a lead- 
ing pro-abortionist who had 
voted “to allow human em- 
bryos to be used as guinea-pigs” . 
m Although the prosecution 

r was dropped on a technicality. 

Ms Bowman took the case to 
Strasbourg, where judges ruled 
that her rights to freedom of ex- 
pression had been infringed. 

On hearing the news yes- 
lerdav. Ms Mahon, still MP for 
Halifax, said: “I think it has 
reaflv serious consequences for 
the democratic process. The 
person with the hugest purse or 
wallet will be able to buy a 
candidate." 

But John Wfodham. director 


of Liberty, the civil rights group 
which opposes Ms Bowman’s 
views on abortion, nevertheless 
welcomed the ruling. “The abil- 
ity to participate in free politi- 
cal debate at election time is an 
essential ingredient of the de- 
mocratic process,” he said. 

The decision will dear the 
way for anti-abortion cam- 
paigners to spend unlimited 
sums on posters and literature 
criticising electoral candidates 
who oppose their views. 

- “This could be very useful ” 
said Jack Scarisbrick, the na- 
tional chairman of LIFE. “Any- 
thing that opens up the way for 
the pro-life cause to be better 
communicated to the people, 
the better.” 

But Amanda Callaghan of 
the pro-choice Birth Control 
Trust, said that the anti-abortion 
campaigners would be wasting 
their money. 

She pointed out that an ex- 
pensive campaign at last year’s 
election by the Pro-Life Alliance 
party had won only 19,000 votes 
in 56 constituencies. 

“They have already spent the 
money and it made no differ- 
ence.” she said. Ms Callaghan 
added that if the changes in the 
rules did lead to a propaganda 
war, the pro-choice campaign- 
ers would respond in kind. “We 
have never shied away from a 
free and frank exchange of 
views on this subject," she said. 

The Home Office, which is 
obliged to abide by Human 
Rights rulings, said it was “dis- 
appointed” by the finding, the 
Labour government’s first de- 
feat at Strasbourg, 

Ms Bowman said she had 
taken her stand because election 
candidates avoided telling vot- 
ers their views on key issues. In 
the past, the act has been used 
to prevent electioneering by 
anti-nuclear and anti-naxi 
groups. 
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Fat Sod’s Law 


By Carol Rumens 
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Fat-cells vanish uniformly! 

BoOt are wrong. »« 
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Dwindle almost overnight 

%We the bad bits seem to grow 
- First to come and last to go. 
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locelyn Stevens re-runs 
the Battle of Tewkesbury 


By Stephen Goodwin 

Hentaga Correspondent^ 


the SPECTRE of executive hofflffi 
wading across the histone taHlefid* 

of England was raised yesterday as both 

English Heritage and haitie re^aact- 
med groups prepared to defend the 
field on which Edward IV routed the 
Lancastrians in 1471 at the Battle of 

the Gaston Field where 
Queen Margaret readied her Yoriost 
army, Sir Jocelyn Stevens, chairman ot 

.i suiwiovi ca«/rl a rdart to bllid 


^ of the tottleficld T^kesbi^ 
end was caught in a dtiemma astis 
local plan eannaita the area for 

110 T^tijuty was acrashipg defatfer 

the Lancastrians nuderMatgffl®t^“’ 

jou. The Yorkists’ 

jnent provoked an. attack wtodiwe 
repulsed. Retreating acros i t hs^m- 

^llenmeadow.rom^ofto^s 



Call to arms: Jocelyn Stevens, of English Heritage, at site of the Battle of Tewkesbury which he hopes to save from development 


Photograph: jay Williams 


toe Heritage quango, _ — . 

51 houses on such an important histone 
site was “an absolute disgrace". 

Opposition to the development 
proposal was first reported in The In- 
dependent last year, when the alarm was 
raised by battle re-enactment groups, 
notably the local Companions of the 
Black Bear. Now, with English Heritage 
heading a powerful coalition to protect 
the site, the issue will go before a pub- 
lic inquiry opening on 10 March in the 
Gloucestershire town. 

Bryant Homes Mercia Ltd wants to 
bulk! the houses on what remains of lie 


Ists that anotner ^ 
is still known as the Bloody Meadow. 

Gaston Field wfll be an mipoitant 
test for Renter of Historic v 

lished by English Heritage ( m *$*5- 
though i t has no statutory backmg, the 

register stresses the of 

preserving sites such as TewkesDUiy- 

The Yoridsts went- on to rule Eng- 
land for W years. Queen Margaret was 
■ and her husband, Henry ^ VI, 


imprtsoueu wu ^ - - • 

executed. But hopefully the public En- 
quiry will not be as grisly as the battle. 

According to one chronicler, the re- 
treating Duke of Somerset denounced 
another commander. Lord Wenlock, as 
a traitor, took up his axe and strata; 
y braynes out of his hedde - 
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Dobson: Pm sorry about rise in waiting lists 


By CoTin Brown 

Chief FWttical Correspondent 


A multi-million pound boost to 
NHS spending is on the way in 
the Chancellors spring Budget 
following yesterday’s record 


waiting- list figures, which 
threaten to break a key Labour 
election pledge. Treasury min- 
isters were engaged in discus- 
sions with the Health Secretary, 
Frank Dobson, who is seeking 
an extra £500m for the health 


service over the next 12 months. 
Mr Dobson, who has the Prime 
Minister’s backing, went as far 
as he could in public yesterday 
in signalling that he has won his 
battle in principle with the 
Treasury to gain more money 


for the health service. Pressed 
to say when there would be 
good news for the health service, 
Mr Dobson said: ** 8000 .” 
Asked how soon, Mr Dobson 
said: “"Wteich this space." The 
argument with Gordon Brown 


and . Alistair Darling, Chief Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, is over 
how much extra he wfll get in 
the Budget on top of the addi- 
tional £l-5bn announced by Mr 
Brown in last year's Budget 
Mr Dobson, regarded by 
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many as Old Labour, won plau- 
dits from the Prime Minister's 
office for his handling of the lat- 
est figures showing hospital 
waiting lists have risen by 

100.000 since Labour came to 
power, to a total 1,250,000 pa- 
tients waiting for treatment. 

The Health Secretary 
adopted the approach of ad- 
mitting some responsibility for 
the rising figures and said they 
were embarrassing the Gov- 
ernment. “There's no point in 
me pietending that these are 
not bad figures. I have got to 
take some responsibility for it, 
because I am not going to pre- 
tend that I am not partly re- 
sponsible.” 

Mr Dobson's decision to 
tackle the crisis facing acci- 
dent and emergency depart- 
ments contributed to the higher 
figures, because it delayed the 
numbers waiting for elective 
surgery. Labour went into the 
election promising to cut wait- 
ing lists by 100,000 and yester- 
day’s figures mean Labour will 
have to double the cut to 

200.000 by the end of the Par- 



Dobson: Seeking an extra 
£500m for health service 


liament to avoid breaking its 
pledge. 

Mr Blair has told Cabinet 
colleagues, including the Chan- 
cellor, that he is determined the 
Government will not break its 
promise to the voters on health. 
Whitehall sources said it was 
crucially important to protect 
the health service this year, 
which marks the 50th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the 
NHS by a Labour government. 

The Prime Minister knows 


he will face a backbench rebel- 
lion over the NHS if he foils to 
order more money for it. Un- 
rest on the Labour backbench 
surfaced at Prime Minister’s 
question time on Wednesday 
when Dennis Skinner called 
for more money. 

The Chancellor is resisting 
raiding the contingency reserve, 
which could be wiped out by the 
cost of a war with Iraq. But 
Labour MPs are confident Mr 
Dobson will win more. Rhodri 
Morgan* a former Labour 
spokesman on health in ^feles, 
said: “There will be huge ceie- ^ 
brations in July for the 50th an- 
niversary and a number of MPs 
will be visiting the grave of Nye 
Bevan. If waiting lists are still 
going up then, people will be ex- 
pecting to hear him revolving in 
his grave.” 

The number waiting more 
than the patients' charter lim- 
it of 18 months rose from 385 
in June to 974at the end of De- 
cember but Mr Dobson is on 
track to fulfil the pledge and 
stop such tong waits by the end 
of March. 


Faulty artificial hip 
was never tested 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


A TYPE of artificial hip which 
increases the risk of fracture in 
some of the 4,700 patients who 
have received it was never test- 
ed or subjected to clinical trials 
before it was released on to the 
market in 1991, the Department 
of Health confirmed yesterday. 

No approval system was in 
place when the Capital hip, 
made by 3M Healthcare, was in- 
troduced, and there was no 
monitoring system to detect 
problems when they developed. 

Yesterday, the department 
issued a hazard warning about 
the device and said all patients 
who have received it must be 
traced and recalled for exami- 
nation followed by a repeat 
operation where necessary. 

The Capital hip was one of 
the cheaper devices on the 
market, priced at £250-£350. It 
was withdrawn in the UK in 
March Iasi year for “commer- 
cial reasons”, according to the 
company, although it is still sold 
overseas. There had already 
been early reports of problems 
and it is likely these had hit 
sales. In some patients the shaft 
inserted into the femur (thigh- 
bone) worked loose and eroded 
healthy bone. 

Dr Jeremy Metters, the 
Government’s deputy chief 
medical officer, said the Capi- 
tal hip had been distributed to 
between 90 and 100 hospitals in 
Britain and hard evidence of its 
high failure rale had become 
available from three hospitals 
only last week. That showed one 
in five of the hips had failed over 
five years compared with an 
expected rate of one in 10 over 
10 years. 

Dr Metters said first reports 
of problems with the hip two 
years ago had been followed up 
but the department had been 
unable to gather the necessary 
evidence. 

“My worry was that we de- 
liberately went out to gain that 


evidence and we were unable to 
obtain it We tried very hard.” 

He said that the Govern- 
ment would now consider set- 
ting up a national register of 
orthopaedic implants, as oper- 
ated in Sweden, to keep track 
of devices and pick up problems 
early. 

“There are 11,000 medical 
devices and to keep tabs on all 
of them is inappropriate. How- 
ever, we have to look to see if 
there is a better way to keep in 
touch with orthopaedic im- 
plants." Under European 
Union regulations which take 
effect in June, all devices will 
have to be licensed before be- 
ing marketed. 

More than 250,000 hip re- 
placements took place in 
Britain between 1991 and 1997 
so fewer than one in 50 received 
a Capital hip but neither pa- 
tients nor GPs will know who 
they are. Dr Metters said The 
task of tracing them will fall to 
the hospitals and will take, sev- 
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eral months, he said. The situ- 
ation was not urgent and pa- 
tients who were not contacted 
need not worry. 

The cost of recalling and re- 
operating on affected patients 
could exceed £ 20 m but the de- 
partment said it was “too early" 

- to say whether it would be 
seeking compensation from the 
company. BUPA said all private 
patients treated in BUPA- 
owned hospitals would be cov- . 
ered for investigation and $ 
repeat operation, whether or 
not they were members of 
BUPA. 

Janine Tobias of the Man- 
chester-based solicitors Pan- 
no ne said patients affected 
could have a claim for com- 
pensation under the Consumer 
Protection Act 1987. “All they 
have to prove.is that the prod- 
uct is defective and they have 
suffered injury,” she said. 

■ Patients who want advice can 
ring the NHS information ser- 
vice on 0800 665544. 
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How to find new customers in unexpected places 
(On the Internet, for example.) 


hip 
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IBM has helped one of the wor!d‘s largest airlines to 
link their established reservations and ticketing 
systems to the Web-allowing them to sell tickets over 
~ the Net. The processing cost of a conventional airline 
■ - ticket is around £ 5 - an e-ticket only costs about 62 p 


Chelsea Football Club has launched its online MegaStore. built 
and hosted by IBM Global Services. Supporters worldwide can 
purchase official merchandise and gather up-to-the-minute 
information on match results and players. The site gets an 
average 350,000 hits a day- that's a staggering four per second. 


You can use a Web site to talk about your company, 
to display products, to whet the customer’s appetite. 

What if you used it to sell something? 

IBM is helping thousands of businesses to turn their 
Web site into a veritable market place. And m akin g it a safe 
place for customers to buy. In short, making e-commerce work. 

Whatever business you’re in, IBM can provide advice, 
hands on technical know-how, in fact whatever it takes to 
turn your Web site into a dynamic sales channel. 

With decades of experience, IBM is uniquely qualified 
to link all your vital business processes, via Internet 
technology, to your Web site: bringing together inventory, 
billing, shipping, warehousing, the works. 

Transforming your company into an e-business. An 
electronic business. 

Search: www.ibm.com/e-business 

For e-business case studies, facts and solutions relevant 
to e-commerce in your business, visit our Web site. Or call 
0800 675 675 (Quoting IE 1). We’re expecting you. 



e-business 


Solutions for a small planet 
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Male, female or neuter? Dome’s statue keeps sex under wraps 


MPs call 


THE gigantic figure dominat- 
ing the millennium Dome will 
“amaze and inspire" visitors, 
its designers said yesterday. As 
the debate continues over 
whether the figure will be male, 
female or gender-neutral, its 
creators said it was unlike any- 
thing before and predicted it 
would draw visitors to the con- 
troversial Greenwich exhibition. 

A model of the figure, taller 
than the Statue of liberty and 
bigger than Nelson’s Column 
even sitting down is due to be 
put on show next week when 
Tony Blair unveils plans for 

what will go inside the Dome. An 
early prototype model, revealed 
for the first time on Carlton s 
London Today programme, 
showed a vast redining male 
with a baby kneeling at his feet. 

Julian Pullan managing di- 
rector of the designers, HP 
ICM said it would be a huge at- 
traction for the 12 milhon visi- 
tors expected. “I think they 
should want to come to see it be- 
cause nothing like this has ever 
been seen before. It’s totally dif- 
ferent from anything ever seen 
in a museum or a theme park. 


for sleaze 





check on 


task forces 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Corr^ondWt_ 


m~i.i family An wuHv prototype at the p roposed Dome figures, showing o vast redming male with a baby kneeling at his feet 


Are homeless people worth 


just 2 minutes 


of your time? 


T 


( HE NUMBER OF HOMELESS 
families in the UK has almost 


i nftO Shelter National Opinion 
Survey on Homelessness 


doubled in the last fifteen ■ Please help us make this the widest ever survey 

-l *.— *.*,4 nVca much more * of attitudes to homelessness. Your contribute 
years. Shelter thinks mucn more w|H be much appreciated, and your answers 

decisive action is needed. I treated in the strictest confidence. Please 

Providing decent housing for | complete and return within 14 days. 

homeless people makes economic | Qj Are you a ged: 

sense in the long term. The ■ ig _ 24Q 3 SH 4 □ 

savings on health care costs 45-54 □ 55-64 □ 65-74 □ 

alone would make it financially I 

. . , ^ 1 02- Do you: 

worthwhile. And what price do | ..„ r h*wp 

wu . Own your own home or have 

you put on ruined lives. The y a mortgage? 

children, for instance, who may | Rent privately? 

never know a real home... R en t f rom a Housing Association 

It'S not about politics, it's I or local authority? 

about getting homeless people | Live in someone else.'s home? 

decent homes, and off the streets, y other 

But to tackle Britain's housing ■ ^ Do yo|1 s ^ are your home with: 

crisis effectively we have to keep Children? Yes c 

in touch with public opinion. I Partner/husband/wife 

. ■ 1 1 


18-24 □ 25-34 □ 35-44 □ 

45-54 0 55-64 0 65-74 0 


75+ D 


Q7. Do you think politicians are at present 
sufficiently concerned about the plight 
of homeless people? 

Yes □ No O Don't know □ 


Q2. Do you: 

Own your own home or have 
a mortgage? 

Rent privately? 

Rent from a Housing Association 
or local authority? 

Live in someone else.’s home? 


Q8. Would you be willing to write a letter to 
an NIP which might help to get homeless 
people housed? 


Yes □ 


Don’t know □ 


Q9. Would you be willing to make a donation 
to Shelter to help homeless people? 


Yes □ 


Other 


Name: 

Mr/Mrs/Mlaa/MS- 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


Please spend just two minutes | 


of your time completing this 
survey, and return it as soon as 

you can. ^ 

If you can also make a 
donation of £35 (or whatever you 
can afford) we would be very 
grateful. Please let us have 
your answers 


4 


Children? 

Partner/husband/wife 

or anyone else related 
to you? 

Someone not related 
to you? 


Yes □ No □ Address:. 


Yes □ No □ 


^Postcode:. 


Yes □ No □ 


Telephone No:. 


Q4 Have you ever been homeless or at 
serious risk of losing your home 
yourself (through a tenancy ending, not 

being able to afford the rent or 
mortgage, break up of relationship, or 
other reason)? 


Thank you for your time. If you would like to make 
a donation, please complete the section below. 
We suggest £15, but any amount you can give 
will be greatly appreciated. 


Here is my gift of: £15 □ Other £. 


Yes □ NoD 



05 Do you know anyone else who is either 
’ homeless or at serious risk of losing 
their home in such a way? 


At risk of homelessness Yes □ No □ 
Actually homeless Yes □ No □ 


Please enclose your cheque /Postal Order 
(payable to SHELTER) with this survey OR 
complete the credit card authorisation below 
and send it to: Shelter, FREEPOST, Room 67, 
88 Old Street, London EC1B 1ND. 


□ Please charge the above sum to my 
MasterCard/Visa/CAF Charity card no: 


06 Bad housing can have ser.ous long, 
term consequences. Please show how 
important you view these problems 
(tick one bo* only tor each problem; 1 

being the most important): ^ * 


Expiry date 


97/1/57 


Signature. 


Children doing badly at school □ □ □ 


People suffering asthma, 
bronchitis and other 
serious diseases 


□ on 


People becoming more 

dependent on social serv.ces □ Q □ 


Shelter 


RogiEferad in London 1 . 1038133 Charity Number 283710 


THE Prime Minister hasten D a 
Sdby a committee of MPs to 

openUsts of “Blair’s People- 

involved in more than 50 task 
forces and review panels - » 

public scrutiny to prevent any 

hint of Tony Blair’s patronage 
turning into sleaze. _ 

Ftaxs that the extension of 

the Prime Minister's powers of 

patronage to the task forces 
could lead to sleaze were raised 
by the Commons Select Com- 
, mittee on Public Administra- 
tion, chaired by a former 
Labour frontbench spokesman, 
Rhodri Morgan, the Labour 
MP for Cardiff West. 

Yesterday Mr Morgan told 
The Independent : “These task 
forces are completely new to the 
British system and they involve 
ministers, civil servants and ap- 
pointees. They are right at the 
heart of government, and they 
are not like quangos which are 
outside, auarm’s length. 

“It is for that reason that a 
colossal privilege of influence is 
being given to the task forces. 
We are not talking about pay. 
We are talking about influence. 
The appointments need to be 
regulated, monitored and au- 
dited for abuses of privilege.” 

A host of task forces, mixing 
celebrities, pop stars, prominent 
industrialists, a few trade union- 
ists, ministers and civil ser- 
vants, have been appointed by 
ministers since the election but 
so far none of the appointments 
have been subjected to public 
scrutiny. 

They are largely unpaid, and 
include Sir David Puttnam, the 
film producer, fashion design- 
er Paul Smith; Alan McGee, 
head of Creation Records and 
a major party donor, and Virgin 
boss Richard Branson. All are. 


members of the creative in- 
dustries task force. 

Not all the team members 
are Labour supporters. Other 
S^Se^idMeDo^e 

5-S5Sr« 


. , . QhAttar never makes the nomes and addresses d its supporters available to 
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for Other teams include de- 
signer Terence Conran, John 

Monks, the TUC general *c- 
retaiy, Adair TUrner, head of the 
CB1, and trade union leader 
John Edmonds (competitive- 
ness); and Sir Peter Davis, chief 
executive of the Prudential, 
trade union leaders Bill Moms, 
and Rodney Bickeretaff, and 
Shami Ahmed, the boss of Joe 
Bloggs jeans (welfare to work). 

The committee said they 
should be brought within the 
scope of public scrutiny by bir 
Leo Peach, the Commissioner 
for Public Appointments.The 
Government has announced it 
is opening up nationalised in- 
dustries, public corporations 
and Lhe regulators to checks on 
appointments by Sir Leo, but 

not the task forces. 

The committee said 22 task 
forces had been established, 
with 48 advisory groups, panels, 
or review bodies, plus two cross- 
departmental policy’ coordina- 
tion bodies. 

“Departments seem to be 
free to select members of such 
bodies as they wish, despite the 
fact that they may have con- 
siderable influence and prestige. 
We believe that this is an anom- 
alous and unacceptable situa- 
tion. There should clearly be 
rules and guidance for these ap- 
pointments as well. We recom- 
mend that the Government 
, bring all advisory bodies, groups 
[ and task forces within the remit 
i of the Commissioner," said the 
i. committee. 


More teachers for 


popular schools 


By Matt Rodda 


THE Government has pledged 
to help parents try to get 
children into popular primary 
schools. 

Stephen Byers, the school 
standards minister, told MPs 
that there would be enough 
money set aside by the Gov- 
ernment to pay for more teach- 
ers and extra classrooms in 
more popular schools. 

Head teachers had been 
concerned that children would 
be turned away because of the 
Government’s limit of 30 chil- 
dren in a class for five-, six- and 
seven-year-olds. 

Mr Byers made the an- 
nouncement during the com- 
mittee stage of the 
Government’s Education Bill 
yesterday. 

He said that where possible 
children should be taught in 
their parents’ preferred school. 

Parents who had expressed 
a preference for a popular 
school would not be placed in 
a failing or unsatisfactory 


school. 
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Local education authorities 
would be expected to provide 
extra spaces at popular schools 
to cope with the extra demand. 

“In rural schools extra mon- 
ey will be provided for a new 
teacher so a child can attend 
their local school in a class of 
30 or fewer and not be forced 
to travel an unreasonable dis- 
tance to a school with empty 
places,” he said. 

Money would be found for 
more teachers from the aboli- 
tion of the Assisted Places 
Scheme. 

Officials anticipate the move 
will provide up to £ 100m during 
the lifetime of this parliament. 

The money for extra class- 
rooms would come from the 
£lbn put aside for school build- 
ing work by Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, in his budget last 
summer. 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the National Association 
of Head Teachers, praised the 
Government for responding to 
the association's concerns that 
children could be turned away 
from papular schools. 
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Pack drill; Strapper 
the Jack Russell gets 

b^indtheeame^,,. 

a whippet team’s 
obedience line-up at 
the Kennel Club’s 
pre-Crvfts photocall in 
Green Park, centra! 
Lond °o» yesterday 
The annual dog show 

will be held from" 0 '* 
5-8 March at the 
National Exhibition 
Centre in Birmingham 
and more than 20,000 
pedigrees and 
crossbreeds are 
ex P ec ted to compete 
Photograph: Philip Meech 
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Prince ‘kept 40 girls at Dorchester’ 


Watson-Smyth 

THE BROTHER of the 
world’s richest man kept up to 
40 prostitutes at London's 
Dorchester Hotel at any one 
time, the High Court heard 
yesterday. 

The women were procured 
for Prince Jefri of Brunei by an 
English madam or brought in 
from the Ear East under the pre- 
tence that they were servants. 

The extraordinary details of 
Prince Jefri’s lifestyle were out- 
lined by his former emissary on 
the seventh day of a trial that 
could become one of the most 


Solution to chewing 
gum’s sticky problem 


expensive personal actions in 
British legal history. 

Bob Manoukian, 53, and his 
brother Rad. 44, are suing the 
prince for £80m, claiming he 
failed to honour two deals. The 
Prince is counter-suing for 
£100m, saying Rafi Manoukian 
exploited a friendship and made 
unreasonable profits out of him. 

The Manoukian brothers 
say the 44-year-old prince re- 
neged on a£55m deal to buy the 
Adelphi in London's Strand 
and a £25m verbal deal to ren- 
ovate the first five storeys of the 
prince’s London home at 45 
ParkLane. • 


Bob Manoukian said in a 
written statement of his evi- 
dence that their relationship 
broke down because of the 
Prince’s lifestyle. 

“In J993, Rafi told me that 
Prince Jefri had started to 
arrange for girls to be brought 
in from the USA. This seemed 
to me a serious mistake,” he 
said. 

“My view was that bringing 
in girls from the USA would be 
likely to lead to embarrassing 
publicity. I told Rafi that he 
should talk to Prince Jefri and 
warn him of the potential risk 
he was running but Prince Je- 


fri told him that it was none of 
our business.” 

Mr Manoukian said Prince 
Jefifs conduct was “completely 
unacceptable by Western stan- 
dards” and that he was con- 
cerned that there would be a rift 
in the relationship. “Once he 
came to believe that we were 
criticising him and disapproving 
of his behaviour and lifestyle, a 
breakdown in relations was 
unavoidable.” 

In June 1993, Mr Ma- 
noukian visited Brunei and saw 
the disco area at the Assuror 
(pleasure) Palace and some of 
the girls brought in for Prince 


Jefri and his friends. “Rafi and 
1 waited outride the disco in the 
lobby area while the girls en- 
tertained their hosts. 1 was 
shocked to see Prince Jefri’s 
young son Bahar and his 
teenage daughter in the Assu- 
ror Palace.” 

Mr Manoukian's evidence 
said Prince Jefri wanted to take 
over the upper floors of 45 Park 
Lane, the former Playboy Chib, 
because it was close to the 
Don* ester which the Sultan of 
Brunei had bought in 1985. 
The prince subsequently paid 
£21m. 

“The apartments were con- 


venient for the Dorchester, be- 
ing across the road, and pros- 
titutes could be brought into and 
taken out of the budding in a 
discreet manner. ” 

Mr Mano ukian said Prince 
Jefri was often late in settling 
his accounts and was “a signif- 
icant commercial risk to us”. 

The court heard that the 
Brunei High Commission even- 
tually paid one bill of 
£1331,065, the Brunei Invest- 
ment Agency settled another of 
£3,907,874 and Prince Jefri paid 
a bill of £4,928358. 

The case continues. 
Questions of taste, page 15 


NON-STICK chewing gum 
could be on the streets -not lit- 
erally you understand -within 

the next five years, a leading 
manufacturer said yesterday. 

Wrigley. the American firm 
which dominates the market for 
the 13 million sticks of gum 
chewed in Britain every day, 
confirmed it is working on ways 
of re-engineering its product 
into a less sticky, bk>-degradable 
alternative. 

It is part of a new drive by 
confectioners, scientists and lit- 
ter campaigners to cut down on 
the stfcfy business of discard- 
ed gum, which costs £158m a 


year to clear off the nation's 
pavements. 

In a separate project, Man- 
chester-based scientists are in 
the early stages of researching 
street deaners which use micro- 
waves or lasers in the battle 
against spent gum. 

Philip Hamilton, Wigley’s 
managing director, told PA 
News: “W: have an in-house 
team who are looking at ingre- 
dients which will make gum less 
adhesive. We are also exploring 
gum which mil break down 
over a period of rime... but wc 
don’t expect to have a finished 
product for five to 10 years.” 
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Green Flag 

Motoring Assistance 




THIS MONTH OUR 
MOTORING ASSISTANCE 
COMES WITH A LITTLE 
EXTRA HELP 


CO 
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How’s this for speed? On average, Green Flag reach you in just 35 minutes. 
In fact we’re so confident of our service that if we don’t reach you within the hour. 

you can claim €1 0 back. 

HOW’S this for cost? Cover starts from only £29,50" per annum, and if you join 
today we’ll give you a free M&S gift voucher worth £5. 

That’s faster and cheaper than the AA and RAC. They can’t beat us. So join us. 

— POST TODAY- NO STAMP NEEDED 

GREEN FLAB Freepost. Leeds. West Yorkshire LS99 ASF Please send me further information about GREEN FLAG 

APORESS 

m.u« | MB /Mr s /MISS /M sL — * ' 

Post cote Howe m- 


https//www.g reenflag.co.uk 
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In an ideal world you will always 
be there for your family. But should 
the worst happen, would they be 

able to cope withou t you? 

You may well 

be surprised to benefit • 

learn that for -^300 i 

the monthly j&o.OOO i 

equivalent of JtocridflaMte „ 
2 Op” a day you (Acceptance subjei 
could help safeguard your family's 
financial future. 

Legal & General's Family 
Protection Han will ensure that the 
lump sum is paid should you die 
during the period of time you select 



£50300 15 yra 20p- 

£90,000 | ISyrs 1 31pt 

Based ob a ink naosmakcr aged 30 yearn 
(Acceptance subject ro tndMduTs denfko 


**Equtnkn to £608 a nondi 
t Equivalent n»JS»J3 1 month 

FOR AN 


This valuable cover is easy to 
budget for as you only pay a 
premium for a fixed period of time. 
and the amount you pay each mnnth 
stays the same. 

I PER DAT The *°° nOP you 

8 20 p« app^ rite sooner 

s 3 if>r you could be sure 

tesged 30 yearn «*“* 7°^ kmfly’S 

future is secure. 
For a quotation call the number 
below. Alternatively, contact your 

financial adviser: 
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QUOTE ON LOW COST COVER CATT 


QUOTING THE REFERENCE NUMBER C3/DJ05 

Una am ap*rn 8am to 3pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Sound*, and Sand** Far «*r 

pudncdamtoOg an ddt number adBusua^y be retonttd and nMHdt^fymZdomd^^ ^ 

Farth er In fornat fen on U-gal a Oeoeral protein k.mlUk on cmr Wctodic 


3 ^ J^ W ^L bWattnn9 ****** «Mf onto for the 

«* -*» Ufiauumnc* and tnrndmma godu*. 

N ^ 70WW Bcgfefered Office: Ttaapk Court. 












FIND OUT MORE TODAY. 

Post to: Legal ft General. FBEEPOST 
(SWC 0467), Cardiff CF1 1YW. 

Please send me a personal quotation and 
information pack on Legal & General's 
Fanoiy Pioieciioo Plan. 

Tide fMr/MtVMbs/Msi 
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One in seven women with children and jobs spend half their wages on childcare, reports Glenda CoopenSocia^fl^^ 


Working mothers in 
childcare cash trap 


MORE than half of Britain's 
working mothers spend more 
than £50 a week on childcare 
and 14 per cent spend more 
than half their earnings, 
according to a new survey. 

While more and more 
women with children under 
five are going out to work, they 
do not believe that they are get- 
ting the childcare support they 
need, the magazine Right Start 
has found. 

Following the tragic case of 
Matthew Happen, the eight- 
month-old who died in Massa- 
chusetts while being cared for 
by Louise Woodward, the 19- 
year-old English au pair, public 
attention has once again focused 
on the need to develop high 
quality affordable childcare. 

- The magazine found in a sur- 
vey of more than 500 parents 
that nearly half rely on unreg- 
ulated care such as friends or 
family, with only 2 per cent hav- 
ing a workplace nursery and 
□early one-third forced to use 


THE SURVEY 


more than one sort of childcare. 

One mother said: “Society 
still treats working mums as a 
nasty disease. I had great diffi- 
culty finding a childminder— no 
help from social services and no- 
body willing to fit in with my 
shift work as a nurse." 

* Women are a valuable part 
of the workforce," another 
added. “But we are expected to 
find a job to fit around childcare 
and we are made to feel bad if 
our children are sick and we 
need to have time off, When we 
do work we are seen as unfit 
mothers." 

Mothers said that they want- 
ed the state to help with their 
childcare. “I do feel that this ex- 
tremely large expense should be 
subject to tax relief,” said one 
mother. “The Government is 
trying to encourage single 
mums to return to work but how 
about us married mums?” 

‘ “Employers could do more 



for working parents but they are 
only interested in cutting staff 
doubling workloads and trim- 
ming benefits," another said. 
“Most employers don't offer 
childcare .provision although 
working parents make up a 
large proportion of their staff." 

Many of those questioned 
expressed fears over the quality 
of childcare on offer to them, 
with more than six out of 10 
wanting to see firmer childcare 
regulations Introduced. Nearly 


one in three said that they wor- 
ried about tbeir child's safety 
and 67 per cent believed disci- 
pline was too lax. 

“Oar survey dwws that most 
parents do not get the afford- 
able high-quality childcare they 
need to feel confident when they 
leave their child to go to work,” 
said Lynette Lowthian, the 
editor of Right Start. “We des- 
perately need firmer regulations 
on childcare, tax concessions 
and more support from 
employers.” 

Colette Kelleher, director of 
the Daycare Trust, added her 
support “The survey highlights 
the difficulties many parents, 
'particularly working parents, 
face getting childcare that meets 
their needs and which they can 
afford," she said. “British par- 
ents pay the highest childcare 
bills in Europe. Much more 
could be done by the Govern- 
ment and employers to help 
parents meet the costs of 
childcare." 


‘Men must do part of work’ 


Responses to our campaign to 
improve childcare continue to 
pour in. with readers urging the 
Government to act soon to 
help working mothers. 

Alison Walters says: “I be- 
lieve that, in line with European 
objectives, and the Labour Gov- 
ernment's objective of Welfare 
to Work, it is necessary for 
help to be given to those most 
in need, working mothers. 

“Given that women earn 
less than men in many jobs, it 
seems most inequitable that 
the workforce should lose out 
on the unique talents of many 
women who cannot afford the 
poverty trap of low wages and 
high childcare costs.” 

Says Nikki Chappie, a man- 
ager *1 really erqoy working and 
being a parent and feel a 
woman should be able to have 
the choice of working or staying 


READERS' VIEW 


at home if being financially 
supported. 1 would rather work 
and be poor than be on the dole 
and vegetate." 

Jayne Wright says: “I am a 
police officer with 14 years' ser- 
vice and have a two-year-old 
son. I have continued to work 
full time since the birth of my 
son. I am now expecting our sec- 
ond child. 

“This now faces me with a 
dilemma; if I continue working 
L will lose two-thirds of my in- 
come in childcare. The alter- 
native is for me to stay at home 
and leave a career which 1 en- 
joy greatly and have consider- 
able experience in.” 

“It has always seemed ridicu- 
lous that I can daim a tax al- 
lowance for clothing expenses 
but something so vital as ap- 


propriate childcare does not 
warrant an allowance. 

Liz Saward says: “Working 
women are never going to have 
the luxury of a wife at home. But 
it's about time that the gov- 
ernment recognised the enor- 
mous burden, both financial and 
emotional, that women who 
work have to cany.” 

dare McGlynn. from New- 
castle Law School, gives her sup- 
port but adds: “It should be a 
campaign for better childcare 
for parents and for tax breaks 
for parents. 

“One of the problems with 
a lack of childcare, and the fact 
that women have difficulties 
combining work and family, is 
that childcare is seen as the 
woman’s responsibility. Until 
men take their share of the bur- 
den... women will continue to 
have difficulties.” 


Gillian 'Ward, a personnel 
manager from Surrey, adds: 
“The March 1998 budget would 
be a good opportunity for the 
Government to at least recog- 
nise the financial issues [of 
childcare]. 

“My employer has made the 
effort to accommodate my spe- 
cific needs as a working moth- 
er ... I make the effort to work, 
be independent and be a role 
model to my daughter but in no 
way does the Government 
recognise this effort. Two fac- 
tors would help this; tax con- 
cessions and more accessible 
childcare.” 

■ Add your support to our 
campaign. Write to Glenda 
Cooper, The Independent, One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf. 
London E14 1DL or fax us on 
0171 293 2143 or e-mail gcoop- 
er@independent.co.uk. 
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SWrfeSMtfiri loose cookware. 

Exclusive to Debenhams 

e.g. Le Creuset grillit.Was £37 Now £ 27.75 

£50 off 

Bella 6 piece cookware set. 

Was £149 Now £99 
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Making ends meet Janet Reynardo earns a good wage, but still finds ft hand to pay the 
bills. Her daughter Kyra, she says, misses out on treats like holidays Photograph: Emma Beam 


Correspondent 

C We have 
to for get 
holidays 
and 

presents ? 


CASE STUDY 


JANET Peynardo is a stage 

parent who has gone back to 

work, part-time, 20 hours a 

week, writes Glenda Coopeu 

Two hours a day travelling 
time to and from work P^es 
her childcare bill up to £260 a 
month. 

“I live in north London 
but 1 work in Knightsbridge 
and so 1 have to allow an 
hour both ways," sbe says. 
“I'm looking at paying £60 a 
week, which is a lot of money 
when you're only working 
part-time.'’ 

Janet’s take-home pay js 
£ 800, which she says is “very 
reasonable”, and she gets 
£155 in Family Credit. On top 
of childcare each month she 
has to pay £70 for travel plus 
rent of nearly £200. It doesn’t 
leave much for her and her 
daughter Kyra. 

“To be honest I don’t 
resent paying for childcare .- 
but the problem is that I can’t 
take on any more work 
because it just wouldn’t be 
worthwhile. If I took on any 
more hours 1 wouldn’t get any 
help and I couldn’t afford the 
childcare. I'm struggling as it 
is and we’re just about 
managing but it means that 
we have to forget about things 
like Christinas or holidays. 
Kyra is just over a year old 
now. It was a very hard 
decision to go back to work 
but when you’re on your own 
you have to. Otherwise 
where’s the money going to 
come from? At least this way I 
do get to spend some rime 
with her. I can get her up and 
give her her breakfast so I 
know whatever happens she 
won’t starve, she’ll have a 
good meal inside her and then 
when I get home there’s a bit 
of time before bed. 

“I'd like to see more help 
increasing the threshhold for 
childcare. And it’s just so 
complicated. You just don’t 
get the benefit. I think there 
must be a lot of people in my 
position who would like to go 
back to work but when they 
look at the costs of childcare, 
of travel, they just think that 
it will be too expensive. 

“I am 34 now. I worked for 
17 years putting money into 
the system and I don't think 
I'm getting anything out of it.” 


ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATION 

— JOAN CUSACK - Best Supporting Actress — 


“...RIB-ACHINGLY FUNNY 

...I HAVEN’T LAUGHED 


SO MUCH SINCE 
THE FULL MONTY. 


Nick Ftehor- THE SUN 


A SHAMELESSLY 
FUNNY COMEDY.” 

MHHhew SwM - INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 


cc 


KEVIN KLINE DELIVERS A 

TOUR DE FORCE 

OF COMIC ACTING... 

CUSACK RESPONDS WITH 
SOME OF THE MOST 

TRUTHFUL AND FUNNIEST 

COMIC ACTING OF THE PAST YEAR. 

Christopher Tootoy - DAILY MAIL 


Kevin Kline 
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J a pan conned 
Blair, claims 
PoW 


survivor 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

in Tokyo 

A Jt RrnSH War v eteran yes- 
terday accused Tony Blair of fet- 
ung himself be “conned'’ by ihe 
Japanese government, after 
delivering an emotional court- 
room testimony about his suf- 
ferings as a wartime prisoner of 
the Japanese Imperial Army. 

Arthur Titherington. the 76- 
year old chairman of the Japan- 
ese Labour Camp Survivors’ 
Association, wept as he de- 
scribed to the Tokyo District 
Court his life as a slave labour- 
er in the Kinkaseki mine in Tai- 
wan. Along with former POWs 
and civilian internees from 
Australia, New Zealand and the 
United States, be is suing the 
Japanese government for dam- 
ages of $22,000 (£14.000) for 
each of 25,000 fellow camp 
survivors worldwide. But, after 
the visit to Tokyo by Mr Blair 
last month, lawyers for the 
group believe that British offi- 
cials have abandoned attempts 
to press their case with the 
Japanese government. 

During an hour-long cross- 
examination by his Japanese 
lawyer, Mr Titherington’s voice 
cracked as he recalled the bru- 
tal treatment and neglect which 
left only 100 of the 523 men who 
entered the camp alive at the 
end of the war. Prisoners were 
forced to work from dawn un- 
til dusk in a copper mine, 
where they were frequently 
killed or injured by accidents 
and rock falls. They were fed 
one cup of rice a day, and the 
only medical treatment avail- 
able to them was in the form of 
charcoal which their own doc- 
tors prescribed for dysentery. 

“Beatings could take place 
at any time, anywhere,” Mr 
Titherington told the three- 
man panel of judges, “They'd 
use bamboo sticks, rifle buns, 
or long-handled hammers. A 
guard would hide round a 


comer, and then jump out and 
beai you for not bowing to him. 
Beatings were such that men. 
“ not dead, were left at the 
point of death. In other words, 
we lived every moment of every 
day in fear of death. It is im- 
possible to expect anyone in this 
room to understand the men- 
tal state of a man who bad 



Arthur Titherington: 
Weeps before judges 

three-and-a-half years of living 
in fear, starvation, and Alness." 

Gilbert Hair, director of the 
American Centre for Internee 
Rights, described the health 
problems he has suffered as a 
result of malnutrition suffered 
as a baby in a civilian camp in 
the Philippines, while a New 
Zealand internee. Hendrik 
Zeeman gave an account of life 
as a teenage prisoner in occu- 
pied Java. “I cannot replace my 
youth, my friends, my health.” 
Mr Zeeman said. “I can how- 
ever apply for justice, and if jus- 
tice is not granted Japan has no 
place among the community of 
nations.” 

Lawyers for the Japanese 
government declined to cross- 
examine any of the witnesses - 
the defence does not dispute the 
facts of the case but contends 
that all matters of compensation 
were settled in the 1951 San 


Francisco Treaty. In opposi- 
tion. Mr Blair’s ministers sup- 
ported the POWs’ argument 
that they were still entitled to 
compensation as individuals, 
but since being elected they have 
changed their position. 

During a meeting with Mr 
Blair last month, the Japanese 
Prime Minister, Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, expressed Ids gov- 
ernment’s “deep remorse and 
heartfelt apology for the 
tremendous damage and suf- 
fering”. a sentiment which be 
repeated in an article in The 
Sun . But Downing Street’s 
claims that the apology repre- 
sented a diplomatic success for 
Mr Blair were contradicted by 
the Japanese government 
which insisted that Mr 
Hashimoto was reaffirming an 
apology first made by his pre- 
decessor in 1995. 

“Mr Blair was conned,” an 
emotional Mr Titherington told 
a news conference after the 
court hearing. “He came to this 
country not having been briefed 
by people who really know 
about this business. When the 
present government was in op- 
position. for us they were go- 
ing to move the earth. When 
they got in. they found the 
earth was too big too move.” 

After a meeting with Mr 
Titherington last week, Derek 
Fatchett. the Foreign Office 
minister responsible for Asia, 
issued a statement expressing 
“the Government’s belief that 
no further funds from the 
Japanese government would 
be available for compensation” 
and hopes for reconciliation in 
advance of a visit to Britain in 
May by Emperor Akihito. 

Martyn Day, a British solic- 
itor co-ordinating the case, 
said; “The message we’re get- 
ting very clearly is that the 
matters dosed as for as they’re 
concerned, and that we should 
shut up and not spoil the Em- 
peror’s visit.” 
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Penny red: Postage stamps released yesterday featuring China’s late paramount leader, Deng Xiaoping, to mark the f pj icrt 0 g ra ph; Greg BakeriAP 
Six new stamps were issued, featuring Deng at various stages of his life 


Two Koreas move closer Third ‘ 


suicide 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

AFTER nearly five decades of stalemate. 
North and South Korea are showing the 
strongest signs in years of moving towards 
reconciliation. In letters and news reports 
delivered yesterday, the secretive gov- 
ernment of North Korea called for “di- 
alogue and negotiation” and “a 
relationship of coalition and unity”. 

“We make dear that we are willing 
to have dialogue and negotiation with 
anyone in South Korea, including po- 
litical parties and organisations,” said 
Kim Yong Sun, a senior North Korean 
policy-maker, in a report by the official 
Korean Central News Agency. “The 
north and the south must promote co- 
existence. co-prosperity, common in- 
terests, mutnal collaboration and unity 
between fellow countrymen.” 


At the same tune, 70 letters carrying 
a similar message were delivered to the 
south at the only border crossing point, 
the village of Panmunjom. They appear 
to be timed in advance of the inaugura- 
tion in Seoul nod week of Kim Dae Jung, 
a former dissident, who was elected in 
December’s presidential polL 

The outgoing president, Kim Young 
Sam, was the object of merciless vitu- 
peration by the north which regarded 
him as an American puppet “Change 
of the administration and the President 
does not auto maticall y open the way [for 
co-operation], but the key lies on 
changes in policies,” said the North Ko- 
rean letters, which maintained Py- 
ongyang’s insistence that any 
improvement in relations depends on the 
departure of American troops from the 
south. 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

Shokei Arai gave a big due at the press 
conference on Wednesday night “I feel 
liln» a drowning man holding on to a 
straw ” he told reporters, after denying 
the charges against him. “I may not be 
able to talk to you again ..." 

Mr Aral a 50-year-old member of the 
Japanese Diet, was later found to have 
hanged himself in a hotel room. 

The news nudged eyen the results 
from the Nagano Winter Olympics into 
second place. For, apart from its shock 
value, it confirms to the country’s most 
powerful tilite institutions that, after 
decades of turning a Kind eye, the Japan- 
ese justice system is cracking down on 
corruption. 

Though a Korean by birth, Mr Arai 
was a model Japanese politician: he at- 


tended Tbkyo University, worked for the 
prestigious Ministry of Finance, and was 
elected as candidate. of the ruling Lib- 
eral Democratic Party. It was his previ- 
ous career as a finance bureaucrat that 
apparently led to his downfall. 

The prosecutors say Mr Arai accepted 
29 million yen in illegal profits from the 
brokerage firm NIkko Securities - ef- 
fectively a $230,000 bribe. His is the third 
such suicide; an MOF inspector hanged 
himself after revelations that colleagues 
bad accepted trips to giriie bars in re- 
turn for advance warning of inspections. 
The president of a company embroiled 
in a ministerial bribery scandal did the 
same two days later. 

The gossip in Nagalacho. Japan's 
equivalent of Westminster, is that Mr 
Arai was no more than a fall guy. and 
that the big fish are still swimming free. 
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Gardner Merchant has been a supporter of BTEC HND 
programmes for many years. Our experience shows that 
students acquire both the academic and die practical skills 
which are so vital in the workplace. Students with BTEC 
HNDs benefit not only themselves but also our company. 
They can make an early contribution at work which helps 
them and us grow from strength to strength in the market. 
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Introducing ViaYbice Cold, the latest 
member of IBM’s award-winning 
and the UK’s best-selling speech 
recognition family. ViaYbice fulfils the promise of computers being able to recognise your voice and respond. You -imply speak 
naturally and your PC will write down all your letters, e-mail and other brilliant thoughts. You can also use your mice to tel! 
your PC what to do, such as open programs, print or save files, and it obeys your every word. You can speak directly inm mol 
WIntkiws applications and a new Ust-to-speech feature lets your PC read text to you! If you ulrwith lure one 
of IBM’s speech recognition systems on your PC you can upgrade it to Yin Voice Cold. Application 

developers can download a too) kit from the Web. Visit your local PC retailer, or the stores *houn, or vi-ii our 

0890 464464 Web site at www.ibm.comMavok’e for a lift .if our specialist speech resellers. 
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New Redoxon Double Action has doubled up for the winter. Firstly with high strength vitamin C. And 
secondly with the mineral zinc.The new Double Action combination helps maintain the immune system’s 
resistance to infections like coughs and colds. So, whatever other action you take this winter, take 

iedoxon Double Action Vitamin c+zinc. Redoxon Double Action Vitamin e+Zinc. 
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Annan offers oil-for-food deal worth billions 


By Rupert Cornwell 


^ARBYING the stick of new 
warnings from the United 
States and Britain, and the 
janot of an improved ofl-for- 
food deal for Iraq from the 
United Nations, the UN Sec- 
retary-General Kofi Annan ar- 
rives in Baghdad today for the 
t aJks that will decide whether 
the US and Britain unleash the 
fiercest attack on Saddam Hus- 
sein since the 1991 Gulf War. 


After a meeting last night in 
Paris with President Jacques 
Chirac of France, which is op- 
posed to air strikes but resigned 
ifaH else fails, Mr Annan will fly 
on to Iraq, arriving in mid-af- 
ternoon. Yesterday, he talked by 
phooe with Tony Kair who again 
underlined that “the threat of 
force is real 7 ', and that Saddam 
Hussein must grant unfettered 
access to the UN weapons in- 
spectors, and do so in writing. 

Upon arrival, Mr Annan 


Portrait of 
Saddam: 

the man 
setting the 
world agenda 


Patrick Cockbum 

charts the life of 
the Machiavellian 
figure who relies 
on tribal loyalties 

HE IS a figure from Shake- 
spearean drama: intelligent, but 
blood thirsty and amoral; a gam- 
ble for high stakes always at risk 
of overplaying his band. Like 
Richard HI or Macbeth he is dri- 
ven by ambition to cut a figure 
in the world. 

But Richard reigned for only 
two years before Bosworth, 
while Saddam Hussein has ruled 
Iraq for 30 years. 

It is the brutality of his char- 
acter which has shaped his im- 
age in the world and with some 
reason. But his savagery does 
not quite explain President Sad- 
dam's success in putting his 
mark on his times. 

Although he rules a nation 
of only 20 million people, the 
Iraqi leader has succeeded, ai 
immense cost to his own peo- 
ple, in making the behaviour of 
Iraq one of the pivots on which 
international politics turn. 

The latest crisis provoked by 
President Saddam puts in doubt 
the past-Gulf War settlement in 
the Middle East, United States 
predominance in the region 
and America's relationship with 
its allies in Moscow, Paris, Lon- 
don and beyond. For all his self- 
aggrandising personality cult 
Saddam Hussein has succeed- 
ed in making himself a leader 
whose every manoeuvre is 
watched with intense interest. 

He has done it primarily 
through war. Before Iraq 
attacked Iran in 1980. Saddam 
Hussein ruled a country known 
as a middle-ranking oil power 
with savagely divisive internal 
politics. It was scarcely a main 
player even in the Middle East. 

By starting the eight-year 
long Iraq -Iran war - having ap- 
pointed himself the Arab 
world's bastion against the Iran- 
ian revolution and with covert 
support from the West - he 
made Iraq a key power in the 
Middle East. 

Saddam Hussein won the 
war against Iran. Ayatollah 
Khomeini, the leader of the 
Iranian revolution, was forced 
to say he would “drain the bit- 
ter cup” and sue for peace in 
1988. 

Iraq had suffered a quarter 


will confer with two senior 
aides; already In Baghdad to 
prepare the visit. Over the 
weekend he will hold the cru- 
cial talks with the Iraqi lead- 
ership before returning to ftiris. 

The parallels with seven 
years ago, when then Secrelaiy- 
General Perez de Cuellar trav- 
elled to Iraq in a vain lltb-h our 
effort to persuade Iraq to leave 
Kuwait, are striking. Indeed, the 
two men compared notes yes- 
terday but agreed, according to 


of a million casualties. In the 
conflict the Iraqi leader showed 
two contradictory traits in h is 
character. An exaggerated 
sense of his own strength when 
be attacked Iran, but great tac- 
tical agility in recovering from 
this early miscalculation. 

Victory in the Gulf War 
made Iraq the most powerful 
state in the Gulf. Once again 
President Saddam overplayed 
his hand. He iavaded Kuwait, 
under-estimating the reaction of 
the Arab world and the in- 
ternational community as a 
whole. He has always been as- 
tute in domestic Iraqi politics 
fhe once spent a few years' ex- 
ile in Egypt but has otherwise 
not travelled) than in foreign 
affairs. 

In 1991, his army routed, be 
was able to rally the Sunni 
Muslim core of his regime in 
Baghdad and central Iraq. In 
dinging to power Saddam Hus- 
sein showed extreme and well 
publicised ferocity towards 
rebels. His multi-layered secu- 
rity system did not fail him. 

Less well-known .is his 
Machiavellian flexibility; he 
withdrew his array from his 
Kurdish provinces in the belief 
that the Kurds would turn on 
each other. He was right With- 
in three years they were locked 
in civil war. 

Saddam relied on more than 
the security apparatus and the 
power of the party in an 
authoritarian state. He looked 
to ties of blood, to his extend- 
ed family, clan and tribe, as the 
strongest glue to hold in place 
his authority. 

The analogy between Sad- 
dam Hussein in Iraq and the 
rulers of medieval England as 
portrayed by Shakespeare goes 
deeper than a similarity in per- 
sonal characteristics. 

In Richard III there are the 
king, the Royal Family and the 
nobility. In Iraq there is Saddam 
Hussein, his Beijat dan from the 
town of Tikrit on the Tigris 
north of Baghdad which provide 
ibe high nobility of the regime. 
The “notables" who man the se- 
curity services and elite military 
units come from the allied 
clans of the Sunni Muslim 
heartlands of Iraq: the Duri 
Juburi Dukiim and half a dozen 
others. 

In the eyes of the outside 
world it is the divisiveness of 
family and tribal politics which 
stand’ out. In 1995, general 
Hussein Kamel and Saddam 
Kamel, his sons-in-law and se- 
nior figures in the regime, fled 


a UN spokesman, that “the 
times are different”. 

Then, Mr de Cuellar was 
given the cold shoulder. This 
time, however; Mr Annan pro- 
fesses himself “reasonably op- 
timistic” Iraq will comply with 
the UN, although he cautioned 
before leaving New York that 
there was “a great deal of sus- 
pjdon" between the sides. Even 
so, he went on, “knowledge and 
history should help in these dis- 
cussions ... Iraq has been hit 


to Jordan after Uday, the eldest 
son of the Iraqi leader, shot 
Watban his uncle, through the 
leg at a party. The regime 
seemed to dissolving at the 
centre. 

Six months later Hussein 
Kamel and his brother returned 
to Baghdad to be killed by a 
squad led by their uncle. All 
Hassan al-Majid, on the 
grounds that they were a treach- 
erous branch of the tribe. “We 
have the right to sever it," said 
clan leaders in a statement 

Saddam Hussein has always 
been skilled in manipulating this 
complex tribal and clan chess- 
board. He can also strengthen 
his hold on power by putting his 
weight at different times behind 
tribal, state or party leaders. 

His opponents have only 
once managed to turn tribal 
leaders against him, in Kurdis- 
tan in 1991 when 200.000 Kur- 


dish tribesmen fighting with 
ibe Iraqi army simply changed 
sides. 

The solidarity at the heart of 
the regime comes from blood 
ties, but this is reinforced by the 
certainty of immediate retribu- 
tion against dissenters and their 
families. Occasionally this 
works to destabilise the gov- 
ernment. In 1996, Uday, Sad- 
dam’s eldest son. was badly 
wounded by assassins, tipped off 
by a distant relative seeking re- 
venge for the killing of his 
father by Saddam Hussein. 

For all its obsessive secrecy 
and apparent complexity Sad- 
dam Hussein's system of rule is 
simpler than it looks. 

In more peaceful times one 
Tikriti notable, having listened 
to an analysis of how Saddam 
Hussein held on to power said: 
“This is too complicated. We ex- 
ercise power in Iraq today in just 


many times and knows what 
happens when the international 
community decides to use 
force”. And as President Bill 
Clinton and Madeleine Al- 
bright, the US Secretary of 
State, repeated yesterday, force 
it will be, if President Saddam 
does not comply. 

But, unlike in 1991, the 
signs- albeit faint - of a diplo- 
matic solution are multiply- 
ing. The Vice -President of Iraq, 
Ihha Yassin Ramadan, 


the same way as we did in the 
town of Tikrit 50 years ago." 

Saddam Hussein, born in 
Tikrit in 1937, was involved in 
politics from his earliest days, 
a cadre of the Baath party and 
a member of a dan with grow- 
ing power in the army. He was 
a gunman involved in an assas- 
sination attempt against Gen- 
eral Abdul Karim Kassem who 
had overthrown the monarchy 
in 1958. He spent a brief peri- 
od in Egypt during which his 
party took party took part in a 
military coup in Baghdad. 

He returned to Iraq in time 
to be jailed when the party was 
overthrown in 1964. In one of his 
few recorded instances of hu- 
mour Saddam Hussein would lat- 
er say that his wife. Sajida, would 
bring him messages in prison con- 
cealed in the nappies of his in- 
fant son Uday. Saddam recalled: 
“He was an early activist." 


promised that Baghdad would 
be working “very positively" 

with the Secretary-General, 
while the Russians declared 
the visit was a “great opportu- 
nity” to end the crisis. Mean- 
while, the UN Security Council 
is set to adopt a resolution to- 
day that would permit Iraq to 
seD J5 Jbn (£33bn) worth of oil 
over the next six months - 
more than double the permit- 
ted ceiling — to buy food and 
other humanitarian supplies. 


The move will not 
pal effect until a distribution 

plan is approved by Mr Annan. 

But the timing is crucial, re- 
signed to sfowfoatw^ 
quarrels with President bad- 

dam, the UN is folly aware of 

« rtrrlinnrv IraCUS 


In 1968, a more tightly dis- 
ciplined party returned to pow- 
er. Though only just turned 30, 
Saddam Hussein was one of its 
leaders. He was violent and cru- 
el. but astute. The Kurds 
were outmanoeuvred when he 
signed ihe Algiers Agreement 
with the Shah of Iran in 1975. 
Other leading Tikritis were 
eliminated. 

By 1979 he felt strong 
enough to elbow aside President 
Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr and 
take the post himself. Baghdad 
military museum used to have 
a smail dusty room in which 
the bronze heads of all 
previous Iraqi leaders, includ- 
ing President Bakr, were 
jumbled together. 

In the same year as he be- 
came president Saddam Hus- 
sein purged his government. He 
called a cabinet meeting at 
which he denounced traitors 


used by existing sanLuu^ 

On the ground in Baghdad, 
there were differing po®' 1 -’ 15 ‘° 
the outcome of the Annannusr 
sion. Ttventy-nine UN staff left 
Iraq for Jordan and more will 


Ready for action: An 
Iraqi factory guard 
brandishing hb assault 
rifle in front of a giant 

portrait of President 

Saddam Hussein, who 
has so far proved 
adept at 

outmanoeuvring his 
opponents during hb 
30-year rule in Iraq 

Photograph: Faleh 
Kheiber/Reuters 


who opposed his elevation to 
the presidency by name. They 
were led away to be tortured 
and shoL Other members of the 
government were forced to join 
the firing squads. His sons Uday 
and Ousai were brought along 
to watch their father's 
vengeance. 

Ever since he became pres- 
ident his authority has been ab- 
solute. Some parts of his inner 
family have been promoted 
and others removed. His half- 
brother Baizan, once head of 
the Mukhabarat internal secu- 
rity police, was dispatched to be 
ambassador to the United 
Nations in Geneva. 

Saddam Hussein encour- 
aged a marriage policy to 
strengthen family ties. His son 
Uday has been engaged at var- 
ious times to the daughters of 
his unde Barzan and his cousin 
Ali Hassan al-Majid. 

Saddam consciously pro- 
motes people for efficiency and 
loyalty. The latter usually belong 
to his tribe or clan. The pro- 
portions of different tribes in 
mflitaiy formations are carefully 
worked out. 

His own family is above the 
law. When Uday beat to death 
Saddam's bodyguard at a par- 
ty in 1988, Saddam first arrest- 
ed him then exiled him to 
Switzerland, but took him back 
when the Swiss police deport- 
ed him for carrying a pistol. 

A curious feature of the 
home life of Saddam Hussein 
is his liking for gypsy music and 
dancing. This is common to 
Tikritis in general. President 
Bakr used to insist that Iraqi 
television continually showed 
gypsy dancers even if it was nec- 
essary to cancel the showing of 
popular football matches. Sad- 
dam has similar tastes but has 
acquired a video machine. 

The personality of Saddam 
remains a mystery; intense pride 
and belief in his historic role, 
combined with a pitiless ab- 
sorption in holding power in 
Iraq. The attempted coups and 
insurrections of the last seven 
years have shown that as one 
Iraqi put it, it is “no longer the 
1960s, when you could plot a 
coup from outside the country”. 

The overlapping links of 
state, party and tribe armour 
Saddam Hussein against the 
overthrow of his regime. Hav- 
ing lived through the Gulf Whr 
and in a seven-year long polit- 
ical and economic siege, Saddam 
Hussein, now aged 60, may be- 
lieve he has survived the worst 
the world can throw at him 


leave today as a precaution 
against any air attack. But mon-. 

marked the^ 

up by 6 per cent against the US 

Si hope that an end 

to the confrontation is at hand. 

■ A BOMB in Athens yester- 
day damaged a General Motor 
dealership in what pokes said 
was a possible protest against 
the United States mfotatf C0D ‘ 

froatation wilhlraq Tbere^ 

heavy damage to the b^mg 
but no injuries. —A/; Athens 


RAF 


unit set 


for gas 


alert 


By Ian Burrell 

The Royal Air Force is to 
send chemical and biologi- 
cal-weapons experts to the 
Gulf to detect Iraqi use of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. A 1 2-strong team from 
RAF Honington in Suffolk 
leaves tomorrow and will be 
based in Kuwait, where the 
RAF has eight Tornado air- 
craft, training for possible 
strikes on Iraq. 

While Ministry of De- 
fence officials said they 
hoped a diplomatic solution 
could be found to the crisis, 
the deployment shows 
British forces are preparing 
for the worst-case scenario. 

As well as testing for the 
existence of chemical and 
biological weapons, the 
Honington team will co- 
ordinate defences and en- 
sure that personnel are 
properly trained in pro- 
tecting themselves from 
such weapons. The Hon- 
ington team will work 
alongside a local chemical 
and biological-weapons 
alarm system which has al- 
ready been set up in Kuwait- 

During the last Gulf 
conflict there was contro- 
versy over the reliability of 
the chemical-weapons de- 
tection equipment used by 
allied forces. When the 
Iraqis launched Scud mis- 
siles on allied bases in Sau- 
di Arabia on 19 January 
199t, the alarms sounded 
Troops were told the alarms 
had been falsely activated, 
although a team of Czech 
chemical-weapons experts 
working for the Saudis have 
since said that their equip- 
ment showed positive for 
mustard gas. 

The MoD still main- 
tains, however, that chem- 
ical weapons were not used 
during the Gulf war, al- 
though they were released 
during the destruction of an 
Iraqi weapons dump. 

-When the Khaxnisiyab 
pit was detonated by the 
Americans on 10 March 
1991, gases from up to 500 
Iraqi chemical rockets were 
wafted a distance of up to 
450km. Military sources 
said last week that they did 
not expect President Sad- 
dam Hussein to use chem- 
ical and biological weapons 
in a conflict because of pos- 
sible American response to 
such an action. 

British forces have not 
been vaccinated or made to 
take tablets 'against chemi- 
cal and biological attacks, al- 
though medication has 
been sent to the Gulf as an 
emergency measure. 
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US troops 

descend 

on Kuwait 


battle 


,, ^ 


for hearts and minds 


A 




By Raymond Whitaker 

in Kuwait City 

THE FIRST of 6,000 addi- 
tional American troops being 
sent to Kuwait, ‘Dogfeces" of 
the Third Infantry Division, 
descended, in desert fatigues 
from a chartered Boeing 747 
yesterday. The message from 
their co m mander was st raigh t, 
forward: “We’re here to defend 
Kuwait” 

Their ability to perform that 


of hundreds of tanks and ar- 
moured vehicles at Camp 
Doha, the US base in Kuwait 
nonnallycKXxpedbyonfy L500 

troops. 

. But if Lieutenant-General 
Tbirnny Hanks, commander of 
the Third US Army, or his sol- 
diers ever get the chance to 
speak to any Kuwaitis, they will 
find that the latest crisis in the 
Gulf has exposed all the ambi- 
guities this country feels about 
its dependence on the Wbst and 
its position in the Arab world. 

Kuwait is virtually alone in 
allowing its soil to be used for 
a possible attack on Iraq, and 
many fear that fellow Arabs will 
blame them for anything which 
worsens the suffering of Saddam 
Hussein's subjects. Uneasiness 
about possible retaliation, which 
has brought calls for prepared- 
ness and a rush by some to buy 
gasmasks, is matched by a sense 
of isolation. 

Some of the most Western- 
ised Kuwaitis, such as Ahmad 
Bishara. an engineer who leads 
the liberal National Democra- 
tic Movement, have few doubts. 
“Many of as were disappoint- 
ed by the reaction of our neigh- 
bours in 1990 and 1991, when 
we suffered seven months of 
Iraqi occupation,’' he said. 
“Countries like Syria and Egypt 
would never have come to our 
aid without the Americans. We 
emerged wishing that we 
weren't in this part of the world. 

“As a Kuwaiti I don’t feel any 

guilt or shame when we ask for 

assistance. It is pure and rim- 
pie self-defence against an un~ 

. predictable enemy with a long 
history of deceit and aggression. 
None of us wants a military so- 
lution, but we are tired of the 
threat from Saddam Hussein, 
and we want to get it over with. 
That does not make us war- 
mongers.” 

Even Naser al-Sane, a Shia 
Muslim member of the Na- 
tional Assembly who is one of 


Mr Bishara’s bitterest conser- 
vative opponents, did not dis- 
agree with him. “Ws are 100 per 
cent for a peaceful solution,” he 
said. “But if Iraq doesn't com- 
ply it vriJl be responsible for the 
consequences. Kuwaitis believe 
they are hosting troops as part 
of an international coalition ap- 
plying United Nations resolu- 
tions." 

When Kuwaitis are talking 
among themselves rather than 
for international consumption, 
however, much less certainty is 
apparent. At a political meeting 
in the home of Sami al-Mcm- 
ayyes, the leading liberal in the 
National Assembly, the unde- 
sirability of the Western pres- 
ence in the region was taken for 
granted. “Saddam gives others 
a reason to interfere," the MP 
complained. “Why are all these 
US weapons here? Because we 
Arabs created this problem - it 
wasn’t imposed from outside 

Others disagreed. “The 
Americans are playing a big 
game against all Arabs," said 
one member of his audience. 
“They are using Saddam as a 
means of blackmailing the Gulf 
countries. The danger comes 
from them as well as him. They 
are not just here to protect 
Kuwait. They have a step-by- 
step approach- first it was pro- 
tecting Saudi Arabia, then it was 
liberating Kuwait, now they 
are seeking to intervene mili- 
tarily in Iraq." 

Mr al-Monayyes, seeking to 
persuade his listeners that lack 
of respect for human rights was 
at the root of instability in the 
Arab world, replied that “our 
regimes will look like puppets 
of the West” while they lacked 
legitimacy. “Our decisions are j 
very dependent on theirs - we 
don't fed independent.” 

Some speakers pointed oot 
that the US was much less will- 
ing to hold Israel to UN reso- 
lutions on the occupied 
territories, but the Palestinian 
cause is the subject of further 
ambiguity in Kuwait 

Once there were more 
Palestinians here than Kuwaiti 
citizens, but most were ex- 
pelled after being accused of 
sympathising with the Iraqis 
during the occupation. Sever- 
al alleged collaborators were 
tortured and killed. ‘The Zion- 
ists’ main preoccupation is the 
Palestinians, as the Iraqis are 
ours,” the MP said uncomfort- 
ably, frying to get back to his 
theme. 




The US is sending 
equipment to the Golftla* 

fjjWahie 

television broadcasts aj*d 
beam Its own program 1 *. 
The equipment is part 01 

the elite US Army 4th Psy- 
chological Operations 

Group (Airborne), wfoch 

1ms been sent Knwdtto 

support the Bne** 1 '.*?*.* 
Force, 3rd 1^^ 

sion. The 4th Psychology 
Operations Group received 
their deployment ®rderson 
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Whiting game: A father puts his arm around his son during training for volunteers on the 

Baghdad yesterday as UStroop reinforcements arrived in neighbouring Kuwait Photograph. Parko Bandkwr 


4th Group is permanently 
based at Fort Bragg, North 

Carolina, which is also home 

to the John F Kennedy Spe- 
cial Vhxtaie Centre and the 
US Army Special Forces. 

Uruined over a number of 
years, the Psychological Op- 
erations, or Psyops, are es- 


troversm* - 

Unit, which was used re 

MM, code -temed 

Gommander Solo, is a <M30 

transport plane eq PP 

to send television and radio 

signals into the homes of 
SjT” said John Thomp- 

forUS Army Civd Affa ^ 5 

and Psychological Gpera- 

win also print newspapers m 
Ae local language to provide 
to the peo- 
ple^? the US forces are 

t k e pSyop s established itself 

.taring the Gulf war, saving 

countless of coalition force 
lives by convincing Jx*V 
soldiers to surrender. 
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CARE AWARD? 

TELL US IN 
3 YEARS TIME. 


Why 3 years? Because that's how long our comprehensive aftersales package lasts. This means that every new 
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US right wingers held over germ war plot 

. it can do to oy «o "““'fi 1 ?,! 


members of a US white separatist 
&oup have been arrested in Nevada and 
Reused of plotting a bacterial attack on 
the New York City subways, an FBI source 
said yesterday. 

The source, who spoke in New York on 
condition of anonymity, gave no other de- 
tofls. The FBI in Nevada said only that two 
men, members of the Aryan Nation, were 
taken into custody in a luxury car outside 
a doctor's office in Henderson, Nevada. 

Nevada FBI spokesman Aurelio Pores 
said the car, a white Mercedes, was taken 
to Nellis Air Force Base for evaluation. Mr 
Flores said the FBI had secured the area 
where the car was found and had “made 


everything safe". He said the agency was 
not looking for explosives. 

Mr Flores said later yesterday that the 
men arrested in Nevada “were Trying tq hg L 
maybe, copycats of what happened in 
Japan". 

In Tbkyo in 1995, a Japanese dooms- 
day cult was blamed fora nerve gas attack 
on that’s city's subway system. Nineteen 
people were killed m the subway attack and 
another nerve gas attack in the central 
Japanese town of Matsumoto in 1994. The 
victims died after inhaling or having skin 
contact with sarin, a poisonous gas. 

Referring to the two men arrested yes- 
terday, Mr Flores said: “They might have 


talked about different cities ... we have no 
conclusive evidence to indicate that they 
were talking about a specific city. It was 
loose talk. The important thing is that 
everything is safe." 

Broadcast reports in Las Vegas and 
Ohio said one of the two men was Larry 
Wayne Harris. Last year, Harris, of Lan- 
caster, Ohio, pleaded guilty on a charge of 
feaud after he was accused of illegally ob- 
taining bubonfe^ague bacteria through ibe 
mail from a laboratory in 1995. He said he 
never intended to hurt anyone and was sen- 
tenced to 18 months' probation. Bubonic 
plague can be fatal, although it is treatable 
with antibiotics. 


In Washington, a federal law enforce- 
ment source said agents were investigat- 
ing allegations that the two men arrested 
in Las Vegas possessed anthrax. The 
source stressed that the tests were not com- 
plete and that there have been unfound- 
ed instances in the past involving 
allegations of anthrax. Anthrax is an in- 
fectious disease that usually afflicts only an- 
imals, but it can be produced in a dry form 
suitable for weapons and even microscopic 
quantities can be fatal. 

The New York source said the suspects 
allegedly planned to release a “dangerous 
bacterial substance” in the subway system, 
the fifth-busiest in the world. 


However, the Mayor of New York City, 
Rudolph Giuliani, later denied that the city 

£SSm targeted. Mr Giuliani-^^ 

general^ about the threat of teiror^sm 

“Everypart of America, every part of the 
world, is vulnerable to terrorism ...there 

is no^ay to make an open sooe ty, a 

racy invulnerable to terrorism or to ernn- 

S'acis. Short of dosing ck^Amer.^ 

and closing down the city of New York, it 

would be impossible to do that 

The Mayor added: “It is impossiWeto 
have a police officer [in] every p^Tbat 
would be unrealistic, and it would change 
the nature of a free society. Short of that, 
I think New York Ci ty is doing everything 


it can do to By to 19 93 

Terrorism came to New .Y rk^ 

« hen ***** 


;mUitanis — ... 


irauc 

1000. MaitanBalsoweie^- ^ 

temdrewl .13 billion ferwlast^B-^- 

nassiog the Paris Metro to becom 
fifth-busiest underground railway m 

worid * — New York (AP) 


Germans 
find cause 
to celebrate 
Emu figures 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bonn 


PLANS to launch the Euro- 
pean single currency next year 
received a fillip from calcula- 
tions published yesterday, 
showing rhat Germany has 
comfortably attained the most 
important Maastricht criterion. 

According to estimates pre- 
pared by the German Institute 
of Economic Forecasting and 
the Bundesbank, Germany's 
budget deficit amounted last 
year to about DMIOObn, or 
roughly 2.8 per cent of Gross 
Domestic Product. 

Although the figure may 
still change slightly, experts ap- 
pear certain that the figure will 
not exceed the 3 per cent lim- 
it laid down by the Maastricht 
treaty. Final figures will be re- 
leased by the government's 
Statistical Office next Friday. 
Their publication will swing 
the debate about economic 
and monetary union in favour 
of those backing the euro. 

The new numbers, contra- 
dicting economic forecasts 
throughout last year, will be a 
welcome relief to Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, who suffered a 
series of blows in recent weeks 
from German Euro-sceptics. 

After years of silent grum- 
bling, a movement of Germans 


opposed to Emu has been 
gathering momentum. 

Opinion polls show that 
two-thirds of German voters 
are sceptical about the euro, 
though their sentiments have 
yet to be exploited by any po- 
litical party in this election year. 

Meeting the magic 3.0 tar- 
get is likely to sOenoe the most 
powerful critic. Prime Minis- 
ter Edmund Stoiber of 
Bavaria, who has questioned 
Europe's readiness to pro- 
ceed with the greatest mone- 
tary project in its history. 

The government’s success 
in balancing the books wiD also 
derail the campaign of four 
leading economists, who have 
taken their case to Germany's 
Constitutional Court. Much of 
their legal argument rests on 
claims that the German gov- 
ernment has failed to put its 
house in order. 

Only one of the four crite- 
ria wffl not be met. Germany’s 
public debt will bust the Maas- 
tricht limit of 60 per cent but 
Bonn’s European partners 
have accepted the argument 
that this is due to oasts incurred 
in eastern Germany. 

The final arbiter of eco- 
nomic performance will be 
the Bundesbank, which is to 
present its assessment of Emu 
at a cabinet meeting in the mid- 



In brief 


Denmark calls 
early election 


Danish Prime Minister POul 

Nyrup Rasmussen called an ear- 
ly general election for 11 March 
to clear the air before a refer- 
endum. The Social Democrats 
Mr Rasmussen, called the elec- 
tion six months before he has to, 

and 11 weeks before apoll on the 

European Union's Amsterdam 
treaty. — Reuters, Copenhagen 


UN kidnap 


Kidnappers seized four United 
Nations military observers in the 
former Soviet republic of Geor- 
gia. Police tracked down and sor- 
tounded the heavily armed gang, 
who demanded the freedom of 
seven people arrested after last 
week’s failed attempt to trill 
President Eduard Shevard- 
nadze. — AR Tbflr' 


Serbia’s PM 


Serbian President Milan Mi- 
lutinovic appointed incumbent 
Prime Minister Mirko Mar- 
janovic to head the new gov- 
ernment. Both are members of 
the ruling Socialist party (SPS) 
and close allies of Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic. 

— Reuters, Belgrade 


Burma talks 


Happy days; Clowns celebrating ^iberfastnacht, the first day of the street carnival In down-town Cologne Photograph: Roland Welhrauch/AP 


die of next month. The ex- 
pected positive verdict from 
Frankfurt will be rubber- 
stamped by the government, 
and put to a vote in the two 
bouses of the German Parlia- 
ment on 23 and 24 April. 


So far so good. The prob- 
lem confronting all 11 prospec- 
tive members of Emu is that 
both the Bundesbank and the 
German parliament have tak- 
en it upon themselves to judge 
not only Germany's merits, but 


also those of every other ap- 
plicants. Thus, with the pres- 
sure off Germany, the focus is 
set to shift towards countries 
with more questionable cre- 
dentials. 

Step forward Italy. With a 


public debt ratio twice as high 
as allowed, and boasting a quar- 
ter of the European Union's 
debt burden, Italian finances are 
unlikely to receive a clean bill 
of health from the Bundes- 
bank. If Frankfurt produces a 


scathing report about Italy, 
Chancellor Kohl will disregard 
it only at his peril As sceptics 
never cease to point out, the 
strength or weakness of the new 
currency is determined by the 
weakest link in the chain. 


The ageing leader of the rebel 
Karen National Union, Bo 
Mya, is seeking fresh peace 
talks with Burma's military 
rulers to end a 50-year war for 
an autonomous ethnic Karen 
state. — Reuters, Thukyakwee 


Torture claims 



Le Pen faces day of judgment over election street battle 


By John Lichfield 

in Pans 


Jean-Marie Le Pen: *1 saw 
worse in the Foreign Legion* 


IT WAS the liveliest moment 
in a dull election campaign. By 
good luck, I was there; by bad 
luck, I missed the most impor- 
tant incident. As a conse- 
quence, I was not giving 
evidence either for or against 
Jean-Marie Le Pen yesterday 
when he appeared in a French 
court accused, in effect, of 
causing a public affray. 

The scene was the small 


town of Mantes-la-Jolie, in the 
Seine valley west of Paris, two 
days before the second round 
of the French general election 
last May. The National Front 
leader was there to support his 
daughter, Marie -Caroline, who 
topped the poll locally in the 
first round. 

It is alleged that Mr Le Pen 
seized the Socialist candidate, 
and the mayor of a nearby 
town, Annette Peulvast- 
Bergeal. by her mayoral sash 
and screamed in her face. Pic- 


tures exist to prove this hap- 
pened; unfortunately, my view 
was blocked at the crucial mo- 
ment by a wrestling scrum of 
FN security guards and anti-FN 
protesters. 

I can report - because I was 
standing next to him for ex- 
tended periods - that Mr Le 
Pen was in a thoroughly ag- 
gressive mood that day, even by 
his offensive standards. He de- 
liberately bounded out of his 
limousine into the midst of the 
crowd of opponents During the 


ensuing 90-minute riot, which 
moved up and down the high 
street like one of those ancient 
football matches played in 
small British towns, be chased 
and punched protesters on two 
occasions. Whenever the fight- 
ing died down, h was Mr Le ftm 
who steered the FN marchers 
around the outnumbered riot 
police and into the pack of 

demonstrators. 

He boasted to his daughter, 
as I was shoved right up against 
them: “This is nothing to me. 


I was in the paratroop regiment 
of the Foreign Legion. I’ve 
seen worse than this." 

On the other hand, it was ev- 
ident that the protesters were 
equally spoiling for a fight. 
Eleven of them also appeared 
in court in Versailles yesterday 
alongside Mr Le Pen and three 
of his body guards. 

The National Front leader 
and his cohorts are accused of 
causing a public affray and us- 
ing insulting behaviour. The 
protesters are accused of con- 


spiring violently to impede free- 
dom of political assembly. 

All face fines of up to 
£30,000 and, in theory, three 
yeare in prison. The trial wiD end 
today though judgment may 
be reserved. 

Mr Le Pen sent his person- 
al popularity to a new low of 34 
per cent late last year by re- 
peating his assertion that the ex- 
termination of Jews in Nazi 
gas-chambers was merely a 
“detail” of the Second World 
Wit. 


A human rights group accused 
Gambia of harassing opposition 
activists and journalists and 
called for an independent inquiry 
into alleged torture. “The tran- 
stion to civilian rule may be over 
in Gambia but the transition to 
respect for democratic and hu- 
man rights b not," Article 19 said 
in a report — Reuters, London 


Valentine orgy 


Outraged at the spectacle of 
young people kissing in a street- 
car, the Greek Catholic Church 
in Romania asked the govern- 
ment to quash Valentine’s Day 
celebrations. “This is a profana- 
tion of a martyr of virtue and 
chastity,” Tertulian Langa, a 
Greek Catholic priest, said. “His 
name has been turned into a pub- 
lic orgy.” —AP, Bucharest 
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He’s got 
millions, 

but has 
Jhe got 

taste? 

Its easy to poke fun at Prince jefri of Brunei, but for the 
seriously rich, decorating the dining room can be a tricky 
business. Kate Watson-Smyth goes through the keyhole 


FRIDAY 2U rtf- 



Gokffingered: Prince jefri of Brunei and some of his made-to-order belongings Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


t !>LD TAPS or chrome taps? 

rsian rugs or shagpife; carpet? 
Repro hi-fi cabinets or Louis 
Quinze chairs? Who’s to say 
what is in good taste or what is 
simply “not done”? There are 
as many opinions on what con- 
stitutes good taste as there are 
coffee tables in the Conran 
Shop. Or to paraphrase George 
Bernard Shaw. “It is impossi- 
ble for an Englishman to show 
off his living room without 
making some other Englishman 
hate or despise him.” 

But while the debate on 
defining good taste is older than 
the Elgin Marbles, these days 
there are certain commonly 
held principles on what is con- 
sidered to be bad taste. 

The first of these is osten- 
tation. Although there is noth- 
ing intrinsically wrong with 
spending large amounts of 
money on the contents of one’s 
home, in England at least, it 
must not appear loo obvious. 

Two men who hove yet to 
learn that lesson about the 
English are the Scot sitting on 
the Woolsack. Lord Irvine of 
Lairg, and the Sultan of 
Brunei's brother. Prince Jefri. 

The Lord Chancellor has in- 
clined the criticism of Tory Mft 
and the disdain of those who 
loathe vulgar spending with 
the refurbishment of his official 
residence. More than £650.000 
Cs been spent on soft fur- 
nishings. decoration and furni- 
ture. Including handprinted 
wallpaper at £60,000. Lord 
Irvine, who once likened him- 
self to Lord Wolsey, has or- 
dered himself a Pugin-style 
16-seat oak dining table, cost- 
ing £9,640. Light fittings are put 
at £56,000. £5,000 is going on 
ceramic tiles. £5.000 on blinds 
and £ 11,000 on -domestic 
equipment” and tableware. 

In Brunei, meanwhile, if 
vouYc got it, you must flaunt iL 
Prince Jefri, a man who can 
spend without limit in the ptu - - 
suit of opulence, has opted for 
naked ostentation. His (sever- 
al) homes are piled high with 
solid gold statues and tables en- 
trusted with jewels. He is said 
to have paid S7m for a beds.de 
rug woven from i solid ! go 
thread and studded with 25,000 
precious gems. Not the sort of 
thing you’d find in Ikea. 

When photograph °f the* 
items were published in n 
papers last week. 

mg reports of a court dispme 
twlrbusiness deals involvmgihe 
prince, there were gasp® * 
honor across England L Acom- 
mon reaction «as“all^ 
money and look at tbau Has he 

no taste?” ctanrtlw 

Indeed, as Lucy 

decoration editor oiHg faave 
Garden, says: The . ^ 
always been anu ™ ‘^^Igar 
- there is something 

about os.eau.don^dha^g 

things dripping vntii*** 

“Good taste tends toneuu 


derstated - and that remains 
timeless. It varies slightly 
through the ages, but I think that 
what was considered good taste 
40 years ago is property still con- 
sidered good taste now.” 

She is also convinced that 
good taste is innate. “You either 
have it or you don’t and you 
cannot leant iL You can try to 
improve bad taste by looking a! 
magazines, but you have to 
understand what you are doing. 

“You have to know about 
antiques and paintings and un- 
derstand why they are beauti- 
ful and why they work well in 
a space.” 

So, good taste is about un- 
derstated timeless elegance. But 
where does that leave “retro- 
chic”? In certain design circles, 
items from the 1970s - once la- 
belled the decade that taste for- 
got - are about as cutting edge 
as it's possible to be. 

Ms Etworthy maintains that 
although a lava lamp might be 
fashionable, that does not make 
an item of good taste. 



Lavish living: Lord Irvine 
and David Sullivan 



“Most people would still 
maintain that the 1970s revival 
is in bad taste but because it 
is fashionable at the moment it 
has now been labelled kitsch 
and become desirable - but 
it will never be called good 
taste.” 

According to the style pun- 
dits, the second biggest mistake 
a householder can make is to 
plump for reproduction furni- 
ture - however expensive or 
well made. 

David Sullivan would take is- 
sue with that The owner of 

Bi rmingham ffty Football Chib 
and the Sunday Sport , proud 
owner of a £6m mansion in 
Essex, is said to be wounded by 
accusations that his home re- 


sembles Versailles decorated by 
Liberace. 

“There are no antiques. If 
you have something very valu- 
able, you're frightened of it 
being stolen, frightened of 
breaking iL” lie says. 

“People say it’s aQ repro rub- 
bish, but if this room was gen- 
uine antiques it would be 
batf-a-miQion-quid and you'd be 
frightened of sitting on iL" 

And Mr Sullivan has an un- 
likely ally in Celestria Noel, the 
outgoing social editor of 
Harpers & Queen. “Modern 
good taste tends towards the re- 
strained brt historically that was 
not the case.” she argues. 

“There was nothing re- 
strained about Blenheim ftilace 
which is very opulent - it was 
meant to look fantastic and im- 
press people. They may have 
thought it was terribly bad taste 
at the time but now it is much 
admired and it maybe that in 
time people will come to love 
such extravagance. 

“I would have actually like 
to defend bad taste. It can be 
a real shame to be restrained 
all the time and it is just snob- 
bery to look down on excessive 
spending.” 

Indeed, Drusifla Beyfus, au- 
thor of Modem Manners, and an 
expert on etiquette, feels that 
to remark that someone has 
good taste is in itself, border- 
ing on the insulting. 

“It is less to do with taste 
than to do with what is and what 
is not acceptable which may or 
may not be bad taste. If you say 
someone has good taste it is 
slightly pejorative, as if you 
think of them as being bland 
and safe.” 

Ms Beyfus says she would 
welcome gold taps in her bath- 
room. “If I could afford it and 
it was a beautiful and a mini- 
malist gold tap then 1 would 
willingly have iL” 

Peter York, the style guru, is 
similarly reluctant to accept 
such rigid definitions of taste. 

“There are no fixed stan- 
dards now and fewer people are 
aiming for good taste. They 
want fun taste and individual 
taste. There are certain group 
reactions, and left to their de- 
vices people from the same so- 
cial groups will fix up their 
houses in the same way - but 
that is part of conditioning. 

“Taste is taken to be restraint 
and ‘pleasing decay' and the as- 
sumption is that people who 
furnish their bouses in this way 
have good taste, but there is no 
longer a dominant establish- 
ment taste". 

And for those who agree 
that good taste is to be found 
in ‘pleasing decay’, one man 
seems to have got it righL The 
Lord Chancellor’s Cabinet col- 
league and fellow Scot, Gordon 
Brown, has gone back to basics 
in one of the grandest enter- 
taining rooms at 11 Downing 
St - bare floorboards. 



HALF PRICE SALE 

ENDS NEXT WEEKEND 





When you buy from Magnet, you can be sure that you get 
a beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that it's built to take 
everything life can throw at iL Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 50%, and there are some 
great offers on and Whirlpool appliances too. 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 

Magnet 

folMw BUILT FOR. LIFE 

For your nearesr showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 

Opening boor* Monday to Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm. Selected branches open until 8.00pm on Thursday and 10.00am - 4 .OUpm on Sundae 
Discounts are off prices charged between 24tb November and 21* December 1997. t Kitchen purchases excluding installation. Free dishwasher A DO Til) ..r S-H Vi. 
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Accidental 

love of a 
bigamist 

5=2S«5SS»£. 


beJXriedtomoretteujtwoj^to 

Andrew Bates, who was also formerly ? 
saflor on Briianma and is now a stoker on 

HI MrsBates considers herself more of an 
accidental bigamist than a man-eating 
one. Claiming that she “genuinely be- 
iwp/T she was divorced Nevertheless, the 


raises a couple of interesting questions. 
'for instance, whjr has the Navy begun nam- 
ing its ships after vegetarian meat substi- 
tutes? And more pertinently, how many 
different sorts of bigamist are there? Study 
recent court cases and you quickly realise 
that the practice is far more common than 
one might imagine in an age when in- 
creasing numbers of couples choose to live 
together and raise a family without ever 
troubling the local registrar. 'The Arch- ^ 
bishop of Canterbury would no doubt bef£ 
pleased to see that there is still a signifi-" 
cant body of individuals who apparently be- 
lieve so firmly in marriage that they're 
willing to keep more than one on the go 
at the same time. 

In fact, idleness seems to be the key in 
most cases. **I think one of the main reasons 
people commit bigamy is probably because 
it’s easier to get married than it is to gel un- 
married,'’ says Dr Glenn Wilson, a psy- 
chologist at the Institute of Psychiatry in 
London- “Very often the original marriage 


Young lives under the 


In Saddam’s shadow: Hannah and Matthew Culiimore aboard HMS Belfast 


Photograph: John Voos 


YOU could hear them talking about Sad- 
dam aboard HMS Belfast yesterday - the 
children taken by their parents to the Sec- 
ond World War battleship docked by Lon- 
don Bridge, as a half-term treat. But war 
is no longer a history lesson for youngsters, 
or part of an outing to a museum. Suddenly, 
the threat of it is closer to home, and chil- 
dren are becoming fearful. 

Among the youngsters on the Belfast 
were Robert Piper, 12, and his brother 
Thomas, 9. They do not want a war with 
Iraq. “I have heard that there are soldiers 
in the Gulf,” said Robert. “They have gone 
over the desert to stop Saddam Hussein 
blowing us up. When 1 heard that I was wor- 
ried it would come here.” 

With newspapers and television head- 
lines full of the latest developments in the 
Gulf, children have started to hear more 
and more mention of war, of bombing, and 
perhaps most frightening of all, of germ 
warfare. 

While adults may find all the details and 
the political brinkmanship hard to follow, 
children find it baffling. They catch snip- 
pets of news, hear talk of a despot, and have 
no concept of distance. To them, Iraq is 
close at hand. 

But for children familiar with action- 
packed films and cartoons, the idea of war 
can be also exciting. Children like the Pipers 
are fascinated by it. which was why their 
father Chris took them to the Belfast. 

Anne Culiimore, from Crawley in Sur- 
rey, brought her children Matthew, 8, and 
Hannah, 6, to see the ship after they bad 
been talking about the Gulf crisis. “My hus- 
band and my mother-in-law were talking 
about the Gulf and Matthew overheard 
them,” she said. “My mother-in-law start- 
ed to tell him about her own experiences 
in the Second World Whr and he was 


ft's not just politicians who are talking about Saddam Hussein. As Jack O’Sullivan and 
Rosa Prince discover, children are finding rt hand to cope with the threat of war 


interested, so I brought them here today”. 

For parents used to awkward questions, 
the military bu3d-up in the Gulf can nev- 
ertheless pose a particularly difficult issue 
for discussion. Carolyn Douglas is direc- 
tor of Exploring Parenthood, which oper- 
ates a helpline for parents seeking advice 
on what to tell their children, and believes: 
“There is an almost hedonistic, sexualiscd 
excitement around the idea that we're go- 
ing to get Saddam Hussein. But for some 
children, this type of excitement is also a 
shield against being frightened” 


There’s talk about 
nuclear weapons and 
germ warfare and 
whether he’d use them’ 


Nat Jenkins, from Clapham, south 
London, is 13-years-oId and says war is very 
much on the minds of his friends- “Wfe don't 
generally discuss the Gulf with teachers," 
he says. “But we do talk to each other about 
it quite a Iol It comes up in conversation. 
It is becoming such a big thing. There is a 
lot of talk about Saddam Hussein having 
nuclear weapons and germ warfare, and 
whether he would use them here. We can’t 
really predict what is going to happen but 
you can’t spend your time getting freaked 
out about it." 

There is, however, an air of curious an- 


ticipation in Nat’s voice as he discusses the 
prospects of war. “I was pretty young but 
I remember seeing the original Gulf war, 
“ he recalls. “My mum told me to watch 
it on the television and I remember think- 
ing ■wow!"’ 

“The crucial mix that parents need to 
achieve, is “constancy, consistency and 
containment," says Carolyn Douglas. 
“Grown-ups have to act grown-up and con- 
tain their own anxieties and their bullish 
behaviour. As with sex education, it’s 
about telling children as much as they can 
cope with and not letting rip with your own 
fears. So you may not offer full informa- 
tion about what is happening but you make 
sure that they have a few facts that a child 
can hang on to. If children are given no 
knowledge then they will imagine that the 
bombs are coming tonight, that they are 
going to get anthrax up their noses im- 
mediately." 

Typical of the fearful child is Lydia Whir- 
taker, II. from Kentish Town in north Lon- 
don. “At school," she says, “some stupid 
children have been going around saying, 
‘Did you know World War Threes going 
to break out oa Friday?" They say Saddam 
Hussein already has some weapons. If they 
bomb Iraq won’t he be tempted to use 
them? It sort of frightens me.” 

Awareness of problems in the Gulf starts 
young. “Prom about five, many children 
know something is happening," says Car- 
olyn Douglas. “But the seven to 1 1 -year- 
olds ask the most profound questions. You 
should be prepared to deal with questions 
such as: Is Saddam evil? Could this be the 


end of the world? Are lots of people go- 
ing to get killed? 

“So you give them realistic reassurance. 
You teU them that no one knows if peo- 
ple will be killed. We certainly hope not. 
The UN man is trying to sort it out. But 
this thing is a bit tricky. It’s wise to use lan- 
guage which is quite light but not lying. 

Fear is, however, probably greatest, 
among the children of service personnel. 
“They are bombarded by the media at- 
tention,” says Ray Swindiey, director of so- 
cial work for the Soldiers', Sailors’ and 


‘Some children have 
been asking if I know 
World War Three's 
going to break out* 


Airmen’s Families Association. “The chil- 
dren are fully aware of what is going on. 
They hear dire predictions. And if they are 
with their mother, then she is anxious as 
well. So they have to cope with that too. 
You have to help them by acknowledging 
the stresses that they are under. You can’t 
just say everything will be fine. At least if 
they are in a garrison, then everyone sup- 
ports each other.” 

Those who care for children remember 
how some reacted during the last conflict 
in 1991. “They were worried that they were 
going to be attacked themselves, that a 


bomb was going to land on their house," 
recalls one junior school teacher, “Children 
have no concept of distance. And they get 
worried about what happens to children in 
other places. Sometimes, they can also be- 
come very aggressive, gung-ho, not un- 
derstanding the consequences of violence. 
In many ways they mimic their parents’ 
views. Last time, it became difficult for Mid- 
dle Eastern children. They felt threatened 
and were buliied." 

Chris Piper is convinced that it is vital 
to talk to his two sons. “When we see it 
on the news,” he says, “we have a chat about 
it. It is good to explain it to them. I like 
Robert and Thomas to have an unbiased 
view as far as possible." 

Marshall Corwin understands the need 
to give children reliable information. He 
is deputy editor of Nemround, BBC TV’s 
weekday service for children. “In the last 
Gulf war,” he recalls, “we did a special pro- 
gramme explaining the reasons behind the 
conflict We looked at the range of Sad- 
dam's Scuds and explained that children 
here would not be affected. And we ex- 
amined the impact of the war on children 
of all sides. We don't unduly alarm chil- 
dren, but we think there arc very few is- 
sues that we cannot raise with them.” 

Carolyn Douglas believes it may be nec- 
essary for adults to manage children's ex- 
posure to television. “Some children can 
become obsessional." she says. “With 
them, one might say that between, say, 4pm 
and 5pm, you will listen to their worries but 
outside those hours you don’t want to talk 
about the conflict and that the chDd 
should forget about it. This is one way to 
release children from feeling guilty. It lets 
them get on with their lives.” 

Exploring Parenthood's helpline is 0171 
221 6 681 


and get married and nobodywfll notice that 
they’ve been married once before/* 

Perhaps the record-breaker in this cat- 
egory in recent times has been Pat Hinton, 
who managed to commit bigamy at four of 
her 10 weddings and served a year in prison 
as a result She claimed she was “just look- 
ing for love and security”. Her 10 husbands 
included six soldiers, although she has now 
been happily married for several years to 
a telecommunications engineer. 

Then there are further bigamy sub- 
groups, and these illustrate a difference be- 
tween the sexes. “Male bigamy is more likely 
to be sexually motivated, a form of sexual 
exploitation,” says Dr Wilson. “You’ll find 
a man operating two families in parallel and 
shuffling backwards and forwards between 
the two. It’s a manifestation of a particu- 
larly male tendency to be promiscuous. It’s 
just that he's married the second one be- 
cause be figured that it would take marriagqjL 
to catch her or keep her. 

“Female bigamy is more likely to be one 
of two things. Either ir's an addiction to the 
ritual of marriage, which is a big tura-on 
to women, the idea of getting dressed up 
in your finery and exc han ging all those vows 
and rings and so on. Or else it's a finan cial 
exploitation, getting a string of husbands 
and getting money off all of them.” 

The case of Barbara Fraia, who was giv- 
en two years’ probation last June after ad- 
mitting two charges of bigamy, seems to be 
an example of die latter. Fruin had claimed: 

“I only wanted to be loved. I’m blind when 
it comes to men and can’t help falling for 
a bit of attention." However, the debt-rid- 
den men she had deceived put a somewhat, 
less romantic slant on matters. 


less romantic slant on matters. i* 

And finally there’s the forgetful 
bigamist. According to Dr Wflson, there’s 
an extreme condition called “fugue" where 
a person can simply up sticks and disappear, 
with apparently no memory of their former 
life and family. Leslie Knott was jailed for 

six months at the be ginning of the year de- 
spite claiming that he bad no record what- 
soever of his first marriage and “believed 
at the time he was in Ipswich". 

I think I know the feeling. 


Don’t be fooled: the New Gay may not even exist yet 


JOHN 

LYTTLE 


HI. Lovely to see you. Fine. 
You? What have I been doing? 
I’ve been leafing through The 
Gay Kama Sutm and laughing 
like a drain. Who wouldn't? It's 
not just the positions, although 
I wouldn't advise tiying them 


at home and certainly not on 
Hampstead Heath. Or the 
photos of implacably groomed 
hunks jogging along the beach 
at dawn gazing adoringly into 
one another’s capped teeth. Or 
the fact that the index is prob- 
ably the first to list Frottage, 
Hepatitis B and the Gnostic 
Texts. It's- 

It’s everything. The glossy 
pages; the elegant design; the 
rich colour reproductions of 
Cesi, Tuke. Flandrin, Grant 
(Duncan, not Russell); the ut- 
ter lack of stroke material. 
Pierce my ears and call me 
draughty but shouldn’t some- 
thing titled The Gay Kama Su- 
tra make its target reader 
spring a woody or five? 

Unfortunately, author Col- 
in Spencer’s holistic mix of body 
maintenance. Eastern philos- 


ophy, mental health and Miss 
Mannered prose is primed to 
educate not elevate, though you 
can peruse suitably artistic 
etchings of boys doing it ten- 
derly and meaningfully with 
boys and ask yourself the first 
of many burning questions i.e. 
is my sex life that boring too?: 
“The third kiss is when such 
tender touching of the tips has 
begun _ but now the head is 
mowed a link this way and that, 
so a motion starts, moistened 
by sativa." The fourth kiss is, of 
course, when the pick-up is told 
to stop dribbling, gel dressed 
and go, walk out the door. 

Getting my drift? What we 
have here is less prim run and 
more pastel propaganda; 192 
touchy-feely pages marketing 
the New Gayness, so similar to 
the triumphant middle-ciassi- 


ness of New Labour, New Fem- 
inism and the New Seekers. 
We’re talking neat, clean, well 
spoken and averagely hung, 
because we’re ready to leave 
that sort of dichd behind, aren’t 
we? (No.) The Gay Kama Su- 
tra is for the sort of gay man 
who’s only ever been tied up by 
mortgage commitments, the 
guy you haul home to Mama: ' 
the outlaw as in-law. He’s not 
exactly political - be chants 
mantras, not slogans - but he 
is a nice man. Avery nice man. 
A very, very nice man. And one 
horribly suspects that niecness 
is meant to gain him that 
damned elusive equality. Which 
isn’t particularly Eastern but is 
terribly, terribly British. 

Actually, the New Gay may 
not even exist. Which is to say 
he may not be an exploitable 


market yeL But Colin -one feels 
one can call him Colin - has as- 
pirations and quite possibly a 
middle-parting, Ferhajs wishing 
will make the New Gay so. And 
how better to coax the timid wee 
beastic forth than with a sup- 
posed sex manual that turns out 
to be an etiquette guide? An eti- 
quette guide that requests gay 
men to stop thinkingabout seif 
self self and start thinking about 
... self self self. 

Now, I should be the last 
prim little Madam to object to 
any alternative to waning, 
whlny bar culture. Gay men 
should get in touch with their 
Inner AdulL But I have doubts 
that redecorating the interior 
world will alter the rtuside uni- 
verse much and I worry if Col- 
in is dear about this: “if a man 
is true to himself and well ed- 


ucated is the arts and sci- 
ences he will have the respect 
of his society." See? Colin's In- 
ner Adult is a wanky liberal an 
old hippy, Michael Jackson; 
start with the man in the mir- 
ror. Colin believes if he’s 
good, good things will flow to 
him. And being good here is 
taming and retuning selfish 
male sexuality. And isn't that 
the rage, hclero and homo. 
Colin says: “Seduction should 
be gentle and subtle; never go 
too far too quickly." 1 say: teU 
that to a bit of council estate 
rough who just wants a shag 
and the bus fare home. 

Colin graciously nods to 
every lifestyle option yet most- 
ly ignores what you might 
imagine he’s in opposition to: 
the commercial scene. But as 
I say, he’s polite. Polite enough 


to blot out the fact that like the 
poor the promiscuous are al- 
ways with us, usually attempt- 
ing to slip all eight wandering 
hands into your gusset. If they 
are to forgo fast love baby and 
begin regarding their bodies as 
temples rather than bouncy 
castles it behoves one to be 
honest about the dubions rate 
of exchange. 

Not that anyone has to buy 
into it. Even if they warned to. 
TTiat bit of council estate rough 
not only Jacks the refinement 
but the Ttioola to be New Gay 
This is a coffee fable book and 

Mr Rough can’t even afford the 

new paperback, let alone a cof- 
fee table. Or massage. Or ther- 
apy. Cheap sex really is cheap 
sex for him. The Fairyland Col- 
in presumes a certain income as 
well as a certain outlook. He has 


brave hopes for the ‘better’ in 
‘better off. But what if you’re 


— - ^ • jwu iv> 

not earning big and don’t wish 
to be Sandra Weedin' Bullock? 


uib^vuu DUilUCK; 

What if you’re havinga bad hair 

dflV StnH OVHAfi/r ^ I ■■ 


pointed in you for not being as 
advertised, bitch? Doesn’t New 


— Mivn 

vray set an impossible stan- 
dard Of behaviour? How can I 
achieve inner peace when Fm 
so bloody tense? 

Let'sputitthisway. lt» S pos- 
sibte to be glad The Gay Kama 
Sutm comes from a mainstream 
publisher (Allan Unwin) and to 
agree with every other word: 
moderation in all things, shave 
c Ny>be wonderful inand out 
“ted. But as a breakthrough 
ifiKS is a true sign of these 
jjmes; a thing that appears to 
oe an advance but is actually a 
spiritual retreat. 
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Maurice 

Rickards 


THE WORD ephemera, apart 
from in its entomological 

sense, is defined In the Oxford 
English Dictionary as “lasting 
only for a day”. It was Maurice 

Rickards who first articulated 
the definition now accepted by 

epbemerists the world over as 
“die minor transient documents 
of everyday life ", 

( Rickards was not the first to 
i Recognise such fugitive mater- 
ial as the very stuff of printing, 
typographical and social histo- 
ry. Distinguished forerunners 
had included Samuel Pepys, 
whose scrapbook volumes of 

Vuigaria are preserved at his 
Aima Mater, Magdalene Col- 
lege, Cambridge; John Johnson, 
Printer to Oxford University, 
whose immense collection of 
printed ephemera is preserved 
at the Bodleian Library; and 
John Lewis of the Royal College 
of Art, author of the first ma- 
jor work in the field. Printed 
Ephemera (1962). 

But it was Rickards who 
identified the need to elevate 
fcJJs study of ephemera into an 
academic discipline and, more- 
over, to bring together people 
who held in common a pas- 
sionate interest in the forgotten 
byways of history. The seed of 
what was to become a world- 
wide movement of collectors, 
archivists, curators, bibliogra- 
phers, typographers and schol- 
ars, as well as habitues of flea 
markets in anoraks, was sown 
in Rickards’s basement studio 
in Fitzroy Square, London, in 
1975. There eight enthusiasts, 
including John Lewis, met to 
discuss Lhe formation of an 
ephemera society. 

The Ephemera Society held 
its inaugural event later that 
year with an exhibition, “This is 
Pjbemera", held at Wiggins 
■feape's showrooms in Soho. It 
comprised highlights from 
the collections of the eight 
founder members, ranging from 
a first-class ticket for the maid- 
en voyage of the Titanic to a 
souvenir printed on the frozen 
Thames at the Frost Fair of 
1740 in honour of Hogarth’s 
dog Trump, from the first 
issue of Punch to a prostitute's 
calling card of the 1860s. It was 
generally acknowledged that 
the choicest items emanated 
from the Maurice Rickards 
Collection. 

The exhibition attracted 
widespread attention and mem- 
bership grew apace, not only in 
Britain but from as far afield 
as Iceland. Singapore, Latvia. 
Ngw Zealand, Venezuela and 
Itfnya. Under the energetic 
chairmanship of Rickards, and 
the benign presidency of Sir 
John Betjeman, the society 
catered for a wide spectrum of 
interests. 

Some were simply accumu- 
lators of the debris of the past, 
to whom a complete collection 
of Express Daiiy milk-bortle 
tops was the elixir of life; oth- 
ers. like the comedian Roy 
Hudd or the novelist Len 
Deighiou. collected as a means 
of illuminating their specialist 
interests (theatrical history and 
airships respectively); while so- 
c'J P historians like Asa Briggs, 
the society's present President, 
saw; ephemera as significant 
primary source material. 

All were welcomed without 


h?iH?° nhyRiclcanis - ,hou Sh 
^9. did assert his own stand- 

H? u* e P heme ™: it was valu- 
able. he often declared, as evj- 
“ence - ephemera was evidence 
n-om the past of otherwise 
aspects of daily 
To , R ickards an 18th- 
century laundiy list conveyed 
evidence as valuable as a 
Royal Proclamation. 

Maurice Rickards was born 
George Mansbridge 
at Twickenham in 1919. His 
interests and conversation be- 
j^ g cemred on anything but 
bunself, even his closest inti- 
mates were unaware that Rick- 
ards was not the name on his 
buth certificate. His father, an 
electrical engineer, had desert- 
ed the family when the bovwas 
four years old. 

The young Rickards was 
brought up in Kilbum by his 
mother, of East European and 
part gypsy origin, and his step- 
father, George Rickards, an 
ardent socialist who had led 
an adventurous life in Africa 
before establishing a business 
in Wembley manufacturing 
enamel kitchenware under the 
name “Easikleen". Rickards 
junior absorbed his stepfather’s 
political principles, selling 
the Daily Worker on Kilbum 
Bridge while still in short 
trousers. 

Maurice Rickards’s interest 
in ephemera began as a strict- 
ly commercial endeavour while 
he was at Maiyiebone G rammar 
School. He designed a poster 
during Latin classes which he 
sold to a local grocer. Thereafter 
he supplemented his irregular 
packet money by producing 
showcards and notices for 
other tradesmen in the area. 

At the age of 16 he entered 
Westminster Art School but left 
early to train as a photograph- 
er. The eminent portrait studio 
he selected for an introduction 
to this career was persuaded 
to take Rickards on when he 
offered to pay them 7s 6d a 
week and perform whatever 
services they decreed. These 
consisted, he admitted rueful- 
ly in later years, mainly of 
sweeping floors. 

As a Conscientious Objector, 
Rickards spent the years of the 
Second World War engaged in 
agricultural work in the West 
Countiy and social work in the 
East End. He then set up his 
own photographic and design 
studio in Loudoun Mews, St 
John's Wood, his first important 
commission being the pro- 
gramme for the London 
Olympiad of 1948. Moving to 
Duke Street, Soho, in the 1950s, 
he established a reputation for 




Poster by Rickards for the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents, 1955 - local 
authorities banned it. Reproduced in Rickards’* book Banned Posters (1969) 


Rickards: Ephemera is 
valuable as evidence 


his promotion of humanitarian 
organisations, including the 
' London Missionary Society, 
the YMCA, the National Insti- 
tute for the Blind and Save the 
Children Fund. 

His influence with his clients 
extended beyond design. Rick- 
ards was instrumental in se- 
curing the coveted “Royal" as 
prefix to the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Accidents (Rospa). 
It was also be who persuaded 
the British Council of Church- 
es Department of Inter-Church 
Aid & Refugee Service to 
change its name to the catchi- 
er Christian Aid. Less success- 
ful was his attempt to change 
the Department for National 
Savings to NatSave. 

With his heart invariably in 
the right place, Rickards was 
nevertheless capable of stir- 
ring up controversy. Of all the 
graphic arts be most esteemed 
the poster, about which be 
wrote a number of important 
works. In 1955 he designed a se- 
ries of three posters with the slo- 
gan “Road Safety MATTERS”. 
The innocuous strap-line was 
run over visuals portraying, re- 
spectively, a woman collapsed 
over a telephone, a one-legged 
boy on crutches; and a little girl 
road casualty in the arms of a 
policeman. Each was formally 
batmed by various local au- 
thorities. Where displayed they 
were subject to defacement, 
obliteration and harsh letters to 
editors and local MPs. 

Rickards’s studio was a 
haven for free spirits. Having 
scant regard for formal art- 
school training, he recruited his 
staff from the local Labour Ex- 
change and trained them up to 
his own highly exacting stan- 


dards. When work was slack the 
staff repaired to Regent's Park 
to fly kites under Rickards's 
tutelage; there were also im- 
promptu games of volleyball in 
the studio played with roDed-up 
halls of Seilotape. 

It was wholly characteristic 
of Maurice Rickards that when 
he decided to abandon design 
and photography in 1970 for a 
career of authorship be told 
the staff that the business was 
now theirs to do with what 
they would. In his basement flat 
In Fitzroy Square he produced 
a succession of works on eph- 
emera which contributed much 
to scholarship but little to 
his pocket While the base- 
ment contained a huge collec- 
tion of books, including a 
100-year run of the Tones, there 
was little in the way of creature 
comforts. He slept cm six chairs, 
feeing each other in threes so 
that be would not fell on the 
floor. 

It was here, with the chairs 
occupied more conventionally, 
that not only the society but the 
world-wide ephemera move- 
ment bad its genesis. The ear- 
ly Ephemera Society had a 
large number of American 
members. In 1980, with Rick- 
ards’s blessing, they seceded to 
become the Ephemera Society 
of America Inc. 

He subsequently lent his ac- 
tive support to the setting up of 
ephemera societies in Canada, 
Australia, Austria/Germany 
and Norway. The Norwegians 
started with a dedication to 
sardine-can labels but were 
persuaded by Rickards to 
expand their horizons. 

Unable to secure charitable 
status for the Ephemera Soci- 


ety, Rickards established the 
Foundation for Ephemera 
Studies to encourage the seri- 
ous study of ephemera. The 
first fruit of this initiative was 
the establishment of the Cen- 
tre for Ephemera Studies at 
Reading University in 1993. 
Founded under the direction of 
Professor Michael Iwyznan, the 
centre has as its aims the 
creation of a fill] register of 
ephemera collections, the stan- 
dardisation of cataloguing 
methods, and the promotion 
of ephemera studies in an aca- 
demic context In pursuit of 
the latter objective it was 
derided to set up an archive 
of ephemera which would mer- 
it international attention: the 
first acquisition was the 
Maurice Rickards Collection. 

In 1977 Rickards embarked 
on The Encyclopaedia of 
Ephemera. More than 20 years 
on this monumental work 
remains uncompleted. The 
Ephemera Society is now en- 
gaged in filling the gaps in or- 
der to see the book through to 
publication. It will stand, they 
believe, as a testament to Mau- 
rice Rickards's lifelong aspira- 
tion that ephemera should 
be recognised for its power to 
invoke the past and reveal 
historical truth. 

Patrick Hickman 
Robertson 


Maurice George Mansbridge (Mau- 
rice Rkkards), designer, photogra- 
pher, writer and ephemcrist bom 
Twickenham, Middlesex II August 
1919; OKrirman, Ephemera Society 
1975-86, Vice-President 1986-98 ; 
married 1946 Yolanda MartelH 
(marriage dissolved); died London II 
February 1998. 


Bob Merrill 


AS A composer-lyricist. Bob 
Merrill may not be in the ex- 
alted class of Irving Berlin, 
Cole Barter or Frank Loesser, 
but he has an important place 
in American popular music, 
both as a composer of Hit Pa- 
rade material - notably with 
such novelty songs as “How 
Much is That Doggie in the 
Window?" and “My Truly Tru- 
ly Fair" - and as a Broadway 
show composer. Though he 
usually wrote both words and 
music, his biggest hh was Fun- 
ny Girl, for which he wrote the 
lyrics only to Jule Styne’s score. 

The son of a sweet- 
manufacturer, Merrill was born 
in 1921 in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, but raised in Philadel- 
phia. He was educated at Tfem- 
ple University, then studied 
acting under Richard Bennett 
(father of the film stars Joan and 
Constance). He worked as a 
night-club singer and comedi- 
an, also louring in vaudeville be- 
fore service in the Second 
World War, after which he 
hitch-hiked to Hollywood and 
worked as a porter before join- 
ing NBC radio as a writer. In 
the late 1940s be joined Co- 
lumbia Pictures as a dialogue di- 
rector, then moved to CBS as 
a television casting director. 

He started composing in 
1947, though he could neither 
read music nor play a musical 
instrument. He composed by 
tapping out melodies on a toy 
saxophone, using a numbering 
system to notate melodies, and 
in 1950 had his first major pop 
hit, “Candy and Cake", a hit 
recording for both Arthur God- 
frey and Mindy Carson. It was 
followed by “If I Knew You 
Were Coming r<Tve Baked a 
Cake" (1950) and a string of top 
hits for Guy Mitchell, including 
in 1951 aJone “My ThiJy Truly 
Fair”, which sold a million 
records, “Belle, Belle, My Lib- 
erty Belle" and “Sparrow in the 
■free Top" (which employed 
three melodies, two in counter- 
point). British recording stars 
who had hits with his songs 
included Tbny Brent with 
“Rfclkin’ to Missouri" (1952) 
and Dickie Valentine with the 
fittingly pretty “All the Time and 
Everywhere" (1953). 

The song be spent most of his 
later life trying to live down was 
How Much is That Doggie in 
the Window”, a million-selling 
hit for Patti Page in 1953. The 
following year he wrote hits for 
Sarah Vaughan (“Make Yourself 
Comfortable") and Rosemary 
Clooney (“Mambo Itafiano”), 
but making the transition to 
theatre was not easy. In 1957 he 


stated, -rw been writing mu- 
sical comedy stuff for years but 

when producers beard I was the 
<>uy who wrote 'Doggie in the 
Window’ they wouldn't even 

listen to my songs." 

MGM, who owned the nghrs 
to Eugene O’Neill’s Anna 
Christie , had hired Merrill to 
write a score for them, and in 
1956 the director George Abbott 
heard about it T was filming The 
Pajama Game and Doris Day 
fnitfpH to me of a wonderful 

score Bob MerriD had written for 

a musical movie of Anna 
Christie, then caBed She Ain’t No 
Saint. MGM bad four different 
screenplays written for it, and 
none worked. Finally they 
shelved it." Abbott auditioned 
the score and with the produc- 
ers Harold Prince. Robert Grif- 
fith and Frederick Brisson 
acquired it for Broadway. 
Though not a classic score, Mer- 
rill’s songs for New Gbrl in Town 
(1 957) served the book capably. 

The first starring vehicle for 
Gwen Verdon after her success 
in Can-Can, the show also 
starred the great character ac- 
tress Thelma Ritter, whom 
Merrill gave two catchy duets, 
“Flings" and “Yer My Friend, 
Ain’tcfaa”. His next show was 
another piece of O’Neill Amer- 
icana, a musical version of.4A 
Wilderness entitled Take Me 
Along (1959) which many feel 
is Merrill's best score as com- 
poser-lyricist, full of felicitous 
delights - the soft-shoe title song 
for the stars Vtelter Pidgeon and 
Jackie Gleason, the plaintive 
“Promise Me a Rose" for the 
spinster heroine Eileen Hertie, 
and Pidgeon’s “Staying Young" 
in which he acknowledges his 
eternal youlhfulness 1 until in a 
tou ching reprise he admits that 
“everyone around me's growing 
old . . . like me". 

Carnival (1961), based on 
the film JLifi about a waif who fells 
in love with a puppeteer who can 
communicate tenderly only 
through his dolls, was a big 
success on Broadway, with a Hit 
Parade favourite in “Love Makes 
lhe World Go Round”, but the 
show’s ingenuousness seemed fey 
and cloying in the West End pro- 
duction, which was short-lived. 

In 1962 Merrill bumped into 
the composer Jule Styne in 
Palm Beach. Styne had been 
signed to compose the score for 
a musical about the comedienne 
Fanny Brice, but was unhappy 
at the prospect of working with 
the suggested lyricist, Dorothy 
Helds. He asked Merrill if be 
would like to write some lyrics 
on spec. “I gave him five tunes,” 
said Styne, “and he came back 


in about four days*** ift« 4™ 

-i^asidcredihte.-The'yno 

mdaded “Don't Makes 

rade”, 'The Music That Malus 

Me Dance” and a song witten 

10 accommodate the shows 
then till K,Am-SpecuIP»»"- 
“People" became Funny Outs 

greatest baCthnu^fT'P^ 
. . _ ft-* Ruse. Jerome 



u and wanted It removed J. 

Merrill’s involvement with 
Funn y Girl had a major reper- 
cussion when its star, Anne 
Bancroft, who had had a rela- 
tionship with Merrill ihreey^ 
earlier which had ended badly, 
rejected the new songs- A new 
si was needed and the pro- 
ducer cohered 

(who insisted ber husband Steve 
Lawrence play the male lead), 
then Carol Burnett (who loved 
the role but advised them the gm 
had to be Jewish) before decid- 
ing to audition Barbra Streisand, 
who proved a sensation. 

While the show was m ges- 
tation, Styne and Merrill wrote 
the score for an animated tele- 
vision special, Mr Magoos 
Christmas Carol (1963), and 
Merrill was called upon to pro- 
vide extra (uncredited) mater- 
ial to boost Jerry Herman’s 
score for Hello, DoBy (1964), 
writing the numbers “Elegance” 
and “Motherhood". Funny Girl 
opened on 26 March 1964, to 

acclaim for its star and its score, 

and was filmed four years lat- 
er. Styne and Merrill wrote a 
new Oscar-nominated title tune 
for the film, hoping that Frank 
Sinatra would play the male 
lead, but the producers con- 
sidered him too old. “We’d 
also written a great, sad ballad 
. . . called ‘Sleep Baby Bunting’ 
i ha t Sinatra or Tony Newiey 
could have done beautifully, but 
Omar Sharif, though a fine ac- 
tor, cannot deliver a song and 
maifp you forget that he is not 
a musical entity.” 

In 1965 Styne and Merrill 
wrote a charming score for a 
television musical starring Liza 
Minnelli. The Dangerous Christ- 
mas of Red Riding Hood , then 
Merrill returned to solo com- 
posing with a Broadway show, 
Henry, Sweet Henry (1967), but 
this and subsequent shows, 
PrettybeBe (1971, with music by 
Styne), Sugar (1972, based on 
Some Like It Hot, with music by 
Styne) and Breakfast at Tiffany's 
(which closed in preview) were 
not distinguished, though all had 
individual songs of wit, charm 
and beguiling melody. 

In 1984, a four-character off- 
Broadway musical. We're Home, 
was created from 37 of Merrill’s 
songs, and in 1990 he wrote an- 
other, Hannah. . . 1939 , which 
starred Julie Wilson as a woman 
forced to work for the Nazis in 
Prague. He recently wrote book, 
music and lyrics for an animat- 
ed television musical. Tom 
Sawyer, yet to be shown, but had 
become increasingly depressed 
by a series of debilitating Alnesses 
and on 17 February drove his car 
to a lonely spot and shot him- 
self. “Maybe my songs aren’t 
brilliant or witty," he once said. 

people do like them . . . and 
Fd rather be writing for the peo- 
ple than a dozen sophisticates 
in an East Side night-club." 

Tom Vallance 


Merrill (left) with Jule Styne 


Boh /HerriH composer and lyricist: 
bom Atlantic Gty, New Jersey 17 
May 1921 ; married 1964 Dolores 
Marquez (marriage dissolved), 1976 
Suzanne Reynolds; died Beverfy 
HiBs, California 17 February 1998. 


LA W RE PO RT: 20 February 1998 

Entrapment by journalists mitigated sentence 


Regina v Tonnesson; Court of 
Appeal (Criminal Division) 
(Lord Justice Otton, Mr Justice 
Wright and Mr Justice Dyson) 17 
February 1998 

i A JUDGE in passing sen- 
tence on a defendant who had 
been entrapped by journalists 
into supplying dregs, should 
have taken that entrapment 
into account as a mitigating fac- 
tor, and should have referred 
to it expressly in his sentencing 
remarks. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed die appeal of Brenda 
Aim Tonnesson against a sen- 
tence of 12 months’ imprison- 
ment imposed at Lewes Cnwn 

Court alter she had pleaded 
gufliy 10 supplying heroin, and 
substituted a sentence of six 
months’ imprisonment. _ 

The appellant, a heroin ad- 
dict, had been approached in 
Eastbourne by a man wno 
claimed to know her. He was 
accompanied by two other 


men. who subsequently tran- 
spired to be a journalist and a 
photographer from the News of 
the Wforid. They told the ap- 
pellant that they worked for a 
sheikh who had told them to 
buy him some dregs, and asked 
her whether she would get 
them some heroin. They gave 
her £50 and she bought four 
wraps of heroin, and gave them 
to the men. 

Immediately after that an 
article appeared in tbeNens of 
the World , identifying the 
appellant by name and by a 
photograph. The police inter- 
viewed the appellant, who 
readily admitted the offence. 

As a result of the article the ap- 
pellant was assaulted by a 
member of the drug fraternity 
in Eastbourne, and received a 
threat to her life. 

Jane Humphreys (Registrar of 
Criminal Appeals) for the appellant. 

Lord justice Otton said that 
the appellant, who suffered 


from ill-health, had two con- 
victions for minor drugs of- 
fences, but none for supplying 
drugs- It had been submitted cm 
her behalf that the judge had 
failed to refer to the involve- 
ment of an agent provocateur 
and appeared not to have tak- 
en that into account. Although 
it was legitimate for police of- 
ficers to entrap criminals, even 
in [hose circumstances some 
mitigation of the sentence was 
possible. Where, however, the 
entrapment was by journal- 
ists, even more weight and 
consideration should be given 
to that factor. 

There was substance in 
those submissions. There could 
be no doubt that the appellant's 
behaviour had merited an im- 
mediate custodial sentence. 
The only question was whether 
the judge had given full weight 
to the particular circ um st a nces 
in which the offence had been 
committed. 

The feet that the appellant 


had been set up to commit the 
offence could not be ignored. 
She had been tempted by the 
journalists to obtain and to 
supply the drug to them. As 
a result of their blandishments 
she had been led into com- 
mitting her first offence of 
supplying drugs. Had the 
men been police officers, that 
would have mitigated the 
sentence. 

Different considerations 
must, however, apply where the 
tempters were investigative 
journalists. In the present case 
the journalists had proceeded 
with the purpose of discover- 
ing the nature and extent of the 
drugs scene in Eastbourne and 
exposing it in their newspaper. 
That purpose was perfectly 
honourable, but the public 
might well be left with a sense 
of unease that ft had been 
necessary logo to such lengths, 
identifying die appellant by 
name and photograph so that 
the police were obliged to 


bring her tojustice, and so that 
she was exposed to humiliation 
and threats. 

Those were consequences 
which were most unfortunate, 
and in fairness to the journal- 
ists were wholly unforeseen. 
However, it was appropriate to 
reflect the element of entrap- 
ment in the case, and the 
unusual and exceptional cir- 
cumstances which followed 
from it. It was dear from R v 
Mackey and Shaw ( 1993) 14 Cr 
App R (S) 53 that the matter 
should have been mentioned 
expressly in the sentencing re- 
marks so that the public could 
have been assured that the 
entrapment by journalists had 
been properly reflected in the 
sentence imposed. 

In the exceptional circum- 
stances of the case, coupled 
with the appellant’s obvious 
state of ill-health, there was 
room for thecourt to reduce 
the sentence substantially. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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The Hotpoirrt ® Mistral Fridge 
Freezer is the UK’s best selling frost 
free appliance (toune gfk), available in 
eight stunning colour combinations: 
Natural Linen with Natural Calico 
Trim, All Classic Polar White and 
Classic Polar White with Mercury 
Trims and Charcoal, Tasmin Green, 
Flaming Red, Azure Blue and Burgundy, 
ail with Blade Trim. 

Introduced with today’s shopping and 
eating habits in mind, inside there is an 
extra cubic foot of storage space to 
store the latest family-size packs, and 
the deep doors can hold 5 litre con- 
tainers. Mistral uses electronic tem- 
perature controls to keep fresh, 
chilled and frozen foods at their best 
And they never need defrosting. 

We have one Mistral 8596 Frost Free 
Fridge Freezer to win. To enter this 
competition dial the number below, 
answer the question you will hear on 
line and leave your name and foil 
address stating which colour you pre- 


CD fridge freezer 



Call 0930 525273 

For more information caff the Harpoon 
Information Lite 0541 50607Q 
www.hatpoinLcn.uk 


Calfe cost 50p per minute at all times. Winner picked at random after lines close 
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Stop sitting on the fence, Tony, and stand up for townies 
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BRITAIN is an urban country. Its we alth 
is generated in (owns and cities; there most 
of its people live and there they form then- 
identity. Yet for them, still, the “country- 
side” is a strong and attractive idea. The 
reality is hugely mixed. For townspeople, 
it offers leisure. The native industry, agri- 
culture, is one that pollutes and destroys. 
Large tracts of the country landscape are 
half-built, neither identifiably rural nor ur- 
ban. Within the countryside there is a great 
diversity of forms of life. Is a village most 
of whose inhabitants decamp to the near- 
by town to shop and work and go to school 
country? Is a topography cherished and 
paid for by the tax money of townies re- 
ally classifiable as rural? 

It makes no sense to pit town and coun- 
try against one another in some 
Manichean opposition. Yet the illusion of 
two nations suits the propagandists. When 
the Countryside March sets out in London 
in a fortnight it will be a clever attempt 
by a specific interest group (the fox 


hunters) to pretend that villagers worried 
about their shops and services, ramblers 
avid for access, NIMBYs who don't like 
new semis at the bottom of their street and 
the rest really do have a common cause. 
The “countryside movement” has a poli- 
tics and, you guessed, it tilts right. These 
people in well" and headscarves, guns 
in hand, hraudasniqg their beef on the bone 
are not progressive-minded modernises. 
Beware mistaking a motley crew who can- 
not adjust to die fact that Labour won the 
last election fora broad-based expression 
of non-urban opinion. 

Sadly, though, the Labour government 
seems desperate not to offend this same 
collection of baying voices. Boor Bernard 
Donougfaue, junior agriculture minister, has 
apparently been ordered to don his Bar- 
bour and march in solidarity with the back- 
woodsmen. Pity John Prescott No 10 has 
recently batted him back and forward like 
a shuttlecock, trying to avoid hand dedsons 
on planning for housing and, now, the 


“right to roam” As for fox-hunting ... 
There are good reasons - we think - why 

legislation to ban fox-hunting would be an 

unacceptable intrusion by the state: it is 
the supreme test of a liberal society that 
it can Bri tain buffers of tolerance around 
activities which large numbers; even a ma- 
jority dislike. But you have not heard pow- 
erful arguments either way from the Blair 
government. Ministers and their acolytes 
hin t that it will hamstring the Raster (pri- 
vate member’s) BUI yet still seek to intro- 
duce hs own anti-fox-bunting amendment 
later, and this for the very poor reason that 
they have not yet girded their loins to deal 
with the lory and aristocratic bias in the 
second chamber of Parliament. 

Worst of all is Labour's fence-sitting on 
the right to roam - its promise to put an 
end once for all to those “trespassers will 
be prosecuted" notices on tracts of land 
where the only trespassers are walkers and 
birdwatchers whose love of the open air, 
the fields and the moors far exceeds the 


commitment of lordly and exploitative 
landowners to sustain the countryside, it 
needs to be said, straightaway, that across 
much of England, Scotland and Wales 
walkers do not have too much of a prob- 
lem. The work in recent years of district 
and county councils, other public au- 
thorities and the National Trust in sign- 


UJUS1UW auu » — _ 

posting and waymarking is a huge 
achievement The countryside is, as a re- 
sult much more civilised. Problems occur 

: i inland Endand, with 


certain landowners; privatisation of tne 
utilities and commercialisation of the 
national forests have not helped. Whether 
a new statute is needed to deal with ac- 
cess (as opposed to local pacts with local 
authorities and ramblers’ groups) is ar- 
guable. But Labour tolly lacks political 
imagination if it does not recognise the 
potent symbolism of aligning itself with a 
popular freedom movement, which is 
what the ramblers and the townsfolk out 
for some country air indeed are. 


Besides, Labour made a Gim com- 
mitment to the electorate. The 
delay, the more suspicions grow- Could it 
be that the Prime Minister, 
iy takes some pleasure from P r05 ^“ ty 
the plutocracy, has beenj poW*£ J* 
landowners? Or could it be Mr Btossm- 
cere but unrealisable ambition of bemg 
loved by one and all that prevents 
ing things that might get crowds march- 
ing down Whitehall? xw-r 

They are marching anyway. Power, 
Labour needs to see, can be uuco^rt. 

able. Sometimes you have to tell selfish 
, i. mu cnmft 1 rac- 


aole. aomeiun«> jw 
people they wffl have to gweup some frac- 
tion of their quality of life so that others 

can have a better life (this is what is at sate 

in providing development land to meet the l. 
shnrtaee of affordable new homes). It may 


involve 

too, must share space. Some conflicts of 
interest are irreducible. Modern British 
government has no choice but to choose 
the urban way. 
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LETTERS 


Iraq’s arms suppliers 


IN his carefully crafted speech 
to the House of Commons on 
Iraq on 17 February, the For- 
eign Secretary chose to quote 
the words of the Unsoom chair- 
man Richard Butler "Saddam 
avoids answering questions and 
prevents Unsoom from finding 
the answers”. But ministers in 
Robin Cook's own department 
are equally reticent to share 
their knowledge of who pro- 
vided the Iraqi dictatorship 
with its deadly weapons. 

The junior foreign minister 
Tony Lloyd said in a written an- 
swer on 9 February that “British 
manufactured equipment has 
been found at a number of sites 
inspected by Unscom and the 
IAEA. Any evidence of wrong- 
doing is investigated and, if ap- 
propriate, will be a matter for 
the courts”. 

On 16 February, another 
Foreign Office minister, Derek 
Fatchetu declined to provide a 
list of the British companies 
whose names bad been found 
by the UN inspectors on mili- 
tary equipment in Iraq used in 
Saddam Hussein's chemical 
biological and nuclear weapons 
programme, saying he had 
“nothing to add”. 

One of the recurring themes 
of the Scott Inquiry into arms ex- 
ports to Iraq was tire number of 
times Parliament had teen mis- 
informed and under-informed 
by Conservative ministers, in 
what amounted to a persistent 
cover-up by the Conservative 
government In the parliamen- 
tary debate on the Scott Report 
two years ago this month Robin 
Cook rightly castigated Con- 
servative ministers for their 
massive failure to keep Parlia- 
ment properly informed. Per- 
haps he might consider again his 
department's refusal to name 
the British suppliers of the Iraqi 
dictator s deadly arsenal. 

Dr DAVID LOWRY 
Stoneleigh, Surrey 



Save the arts 


aggressive stance, it must feel 
totally secure in its dominant 
position. A sad thought, indeed, 
for any who would like to think 
that there is something more to 
life than the American Dream. 
BRANDINO RANGON1 
London SW4 


IT has finally come out in the 
open. The US may deride to 
attack Iraq if that suits its 
“national interests” (“Go-ahead 
tor peace mission”, 18 Febru- 
ary), regardless of whether this 
is consistent with what has been 
decided by UN resolutions, or 
in fact with international laws 
of engagement, not to speak of 
more general laws of civilisation. 

How can this arrogance be 
allowed? If the US has dis- 
carded even the semblance of 
an international justification 
to its policy of commercial and 
military preponderance in the 
region, regardless of the fact 
that none of the countries di- 
rectly involved support its 


THE present Gulf crisis has its 
origins no more in a concern to 
protect humanity from an ar- 
senal of weapons of mass de- 
struction than the previous one 
bad its own roots in a desire to 
uphold international law. 

The actual casus belli is the 
desire of the United States to 
keep Iraq's oil off the world 
market, as American oil is 
profitably exploitable only at a 
selling price of $16 per barrel 
or more; this amounts to a pol- 
icy rather dose to cannibalism. 
GUILLAUME NICHOLS 
Paris 


was boro two"yeais ago, both for 
financial reasons and because I 
enjoy my job. But it is very frus- 
trating to do so and realise that 
by the time you have paid for 
childcare you might almost be 
tetter off not working at all It 
seems grossly unfair to me that 
you are taxed on the money you 
earn and then have to pay 
someone rise’s tax for the “lux- 
ury” of going bade to work. 

It is about time that this 
country and government woke 
up to the fact that the family is 
the cornerstone of a civilised so- 
ciety, and stopped punishing 
women, in particular, and fam- 
ilies, in general. 

JULIA WILLIAMS 
Epsom, Surrey 


that they could go out to work, 
or whether to use the money to 
enable them to work in the 
borne, bringing up their own 
children. Your campaign calls 
for the former option; most 
mothers would prefer to have 
the choice. 

JEAN MO HOY 
London SE13 


I wholeheartedly support your 
campaign for tax help with chfld- 


Childcare tax breaks 


I WAS delighted to read about 
your campaign for lax breaks for 
working mums. I chose to go 
back to work after my daughter 


EVERY mother is a working 
mother, whether she works 
mainly in or outside the home, 
and it is about time the tax and 
benefit system recognised this. 
If women were paid a proper 
child benefit (reimbursable 
through a fairer tax system), 
then mothers would have a 
genuine choice about whether 
to pay for outside childcare so 


care costs. But this measure 
alone falls far short of the 
changes needed for the UK to 
become a family- friendly sodety. 

Parents also deserve the 
right to decent maternity and 
paternity leave, the right to 
work shorter hours so that 
tiny children are npt away 
from home for ID or more 
hours a day. and the right to 
take time off work when a 
young child is sick. 

IMOGEN COOPER 
Northampton 


one further incentive for peo- 
ple to burden themselves with 
children that they cannot afford 
and the nation does not need. 

There is no good reason why 
other people should procreate 
at my expense. If tax breaks are 
to be given in this area at alt 
they should be given to single 
people without dependent chil- 
dren, who can work longer, 
move around more easily and 
use disproportionately few of 
the state's services. 
AIASTXm MEEKS 
London SE1 3 


Depoliticised youth 


BRITAIN is a massively over- 
populated country in' a mas- 
sively overpopulated world, yet 
your proposal would provide 


TARIQ ALTS reading (16 Feb- 
ruary) of the state of ,.oliticaI 
opinion (or lack of opinion) 
among young people is. I be- 
lieve, misled. The desertion of 
traditional student political 
forces is itself an expression of, 
if not dissent, at the veiy least 
disillusionment with the motives 
and achievements of most of 
these movements. 

Young people lake a prag- 
matic view when they look 
back at the great ideological 


struggles of the l%0s and the 
1970s. “Where has it led 
them?”, they pertinently ask. All 
too often, yesterday's dissidents 
eventually joined the vety es- 
tablishment they fought on the 
barricades. Those who didn’t try 
to make capital (political or 
monetary) reminiscing about 
the good old days. 

Young people no longer take 
part in politics because they 
think (rightly, in my opinion) 
that dissident groups are no bet- 
ter than mainstream political 
parties. Maybe they appear not 
to have an opinion because 
they refuse to fell hostage to oth- 
er people's dubious motives. 
JEAN-CHR1STOPHE SK1ERA 
London NW6 


Junk by fax 


QUITE dearly Tariq Ali was 
around in the Sixties, because 
he surely doesn’t remember 
them. If he had been asked 30 
years ago if it was a good idea 
to stand up to a fascist dictator, 
his sentiments would not have 
been much dtfferenr from those 
of today's youth. 

ROBBIE JONES 
Dublin 


I WAS repelled by the enthu- 
siasm Hamish McRae dis- 
played for the .Orwellian vision 
of the future with the further 
refinement and focusing of 
computer databases which, he 
says, “will drive our living stan- 
dards higher” (“The case for 
junk mail”, 18 February). 

But it costs me nothing to 
discard junk mail. Junk faxing 
costs me dearly. I have a widely 
listed fax line. Asa result I start 
every day having to clear nu- 
merous unwanted mailing shots 
from my fax machine, every one 
of which has cost me about IGp 
a sheet to receive. 

The volume has grown 
steadily week by week for about 
two years. Living as 1 do on the 
Co Down coast, hundreds of 
miles and a sea crossing away, 
I fail to understand why car 
dealers in Guildford, Pbntefract 
or wherever, or computer shops 
in south-east London, should 
think Tin anxious lo buy cars or 
computers, unseen, from them. 
ROBERT RODWELL 
Neh toHTiords. Co Down 


YOU are right to advocatjf 
direct tax incentives to en- - 
courage donors to support the 
arts, but why limit such incen- 
tives to arts donations? 

You point to the experience 
of the United States, where 

overall levels of givingare about 

2 per cent of GDI* compared to 
less than 1 per cent here in the 
UK. It is not because more 
people in the US give; partid- 
pation in giving is about the same 
in both countries. For a number 
of reasons, key among them be- 
ing tax incentives, amounts giv- 
en are higher there. What a 
direct tax incentive for donors 
does change is the size of tire do- 
nation. making ft possible for 
people wanting to support an or- 
ganisation to do so far more sub- 
stantially. c 

Direct tax incentives for do- 
nations in the US exist for all 
gifts for qualified educational 
and charitable organisations, in- 
cluding, but certainly not lim- 
ited to. arts organKations- They 
have been crucial for higher ed- 
ucation. where individual con- 
tributions are the only funding 
source which is growing, ac- 
counting for 8-10 per cent of an- 
nual income, and far higher 
percentages of capital and en- 
dowment funding. 

The need for raising sub- 
stantial private funds for the 
arts - as well as charities, 
schools and universities -is now 
a challenging reality in Britain. 
Direct tax incentives could pro- 
vide invaluable help to all these 
organisations in meeting th^ 
challenge. 

KAREN WRIGHT 
London WC1 


The point of prayer 


THE Bishop of Norwich wor- 
ries “that we are in grave dan- 
ger of losing ... the concept of 
learning prayer by heart'' (re- 
port. 12 February). 

I fail to see how learning 
prayer by rote has any worth. 
Surely the point of prayer is to 
reflect and consider wfaat we are 
doing and to then seek better 


John 
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ways of behaving. Reciting fc 
prayer without thinking of the 
words is no better than chant- 
ing a football terrace song. 

J SUMNER 
London NW3 


Hot-headed 


YOU report (17 February) on 
the health risks of mobile 
phones and the generation of 
heat on the brain. Is this what 
is known as “lobal warming”? 
JL HARLEY 
Chelmsford, Essex 


An open letter to Fay Weldon (not suitable for transmission by fax) 


Dear Fay Weldon, 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Ever since you moved back from 
Somerset to London I haven’t seen you 
at afl. so I have attempted to keep up with 
you by-reading your writings, and I duly 
read a piece yon wroie in The Sunday 
Telegraph earlier this month, all about how 
women should behave after the age of 50. 

Well I was wandering through the piece, 
vaguely taking in this advice for 50-year- 
old women, wondering how much of it 
would be applicable to men, when suddenly 
I came across something which stopped me 
in my tracks. It was when you said that one 
of the things you learn by the time you’re 
50 is that “people say nice things to you 
by fax, and nasty things tty letter”. 

I know that novelists sometimes say 
things in articles which they don't really 
mean, simply because they sound 
interesting and because you have got lo 


say something to fill up 1,000 words, but 
that did sound a bit odd to me. Why 
should news in letters be nastier than in 
faxes? Why couldn't it be the other way 
round? Why ...? 

And before I knew what 1 was doing, 
I bad started looking through some of my 
most recent faxes and letters, and now 
that I have digested a lot of my corre- 
spondence (including some stuff I 
couldn't remember having seen before) 
I have formulated some more ground 
rules about methods of communication, 
which might form the subject-matter for 
ongoing discussion if you’re game. I still 
haven't found any evidence for your 
theory one way or the other, but I do think 
it is true to say that ... 

I. Faxes arc generally used to remind 
you tersely of something you previously 
promised to do by letter or phone call. 

1 You can leave a letter unopened, but 


faxes are harder to ignore. 

3. Nobody ever sends a Christmas 
family fax, only Christmas family letters. 

4. All Christmas family letters include 
at least one fatal accident, major opera- 
tion or disappearance. 

5. One in every 15 faxes is from 
someone unknown to you promising 
either cheap World Cup tickets or cheap 
phone calls. 

6. Nobody uses fax or letter to say 
thanks for dinner any more. It is always 
done on a postcard bearing the liny 
replica of a famous painting. 

7. One in every five faxes hrings you 
a newspaper cutting which the sender is 
very anxious you should read. Unfortu- 
nately. they don't fax the culling direct- 
ly - it is always a fax of a photocopy of 
Ihc original cutting, rendering it just 
illegible. 

8. Signatures on holiday postcards nev- 


er give much clue as to who has sent the 
card. 

9. If any fax is more than one page 
long, the first page of the fax never tells 
you anything except that the next page 
will be the real first page of the fax. 

10. Writers of letters quite often add 
a note saying, “Don't bother to answer 
this.” Writers of faxes never do this. 

1 1 . Indeed, senders of Taxes get quite 
upset if you don’t respond immediately, 
and very upset if you claim never to have' 
received their fax. 

U. Twice a week at least I answer my 
phone when it rings and hear the bur- 
bling of a fax machine at the other end. 
I shout down it, “This isn't a fax - it s a 
phone!’’ but it never seems to have any 
effect. 3 

13- Postmen still put Postage Due 
stamps on insufficiently stamped 
letters, but they never actually ask you 


for the postage due any more. 

14. The worst news (final reminders) 
and the best news (cheques) still come 
by post. 

15. Nobody will ever have their col- * 
lected faxes printed, if only because fax- 
es gradually fade away. 

16 Your letters can go to the house 
next door, but your faxes can’t. 

17. You can send a a anonymous let- 
ter, but a fax can always be traced to the 
machine that sent it 

I* 8061 * and offensive mes- 

hard6r 10 ** 
you can t use green ink. 

Junk faxes are junkier than junk 


FayWd^ dyeVetSen, “°<«“F“» 


r .-, n 


4i all 




-t.-aimog 


•r r&xtX 
■•iste- tirJtt hi 


Put 


aw 


M 


-Harle 

At HU 


T e Dici 
' Ev 0LUTI 


8 

l 


Yours. 

Miles Kington 
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JohfTRedwood^oin^the^ 

tnbe of py gmy Tories 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

A FATAL LACK 
OF JUDGEMENT 

gsasssS,™ 

Joto Major m 1995. He is seriousIy Xer 
Thaicher’s fblicy Unit in the 1980s. He is ar- 

^^he proved in an inuaview wnh Sir 

^ "e haa 


what’s missing? r SOares ‘ 

Forget the dicte about Redwood bring 
aVUcan. I suspect he has emotions 
strong as any politician and quite a lot 
stronger than many. No. part of what is miss- 
ing b that e/usrve quality called judgement 
His infantile protest this ominei 


, ~ rcwaraea hy a 

humiliatmg and commendably swift put- 
down from W illiam Hague. 

He hadn’t even bothered to check, before 
tabling a dozen conspiracy-hunting parlia- 
mentary questions, the truth -which is that 
the City of London Corporation thought up 
the idea of awarding the Chancellor the City’s 
greatest honour and then checked that the 
Foreign O ffi c e and Downing Street ap- 
proved. But it is scarcely a first offence. He 
launched his Imiimhin rarnmim i a i_ 


Major surrounded by the most colourfulty 
nutty elements of the Tbry right. He idioti- 
cally attacked Ibny Blair on the grounds that 
he couldn't both claim a leading role in the 
EU and travel to Tbkyo, when in fact trade 
relations with Japan are a natural preoccu- 
pation of the EU presidency. He has pursued 
a relentlessly personal campaign a gainst 
Margaret Beckett in which an obsession with 
trivia has overwhelmed the perfectly valid ar- 
guments that could be mounted against her 
stewardship of the DTL 

Some of this is quite easy to excuse. Be- 
ing in opposition against a government with 
a majority of 179, led by a Prime Minister who 
continues to break all' opinion poll records, 
isn’t exactly easy. And in a scarcely star-stud- 
ded shadow cabinet, he has at least been vis- 
ible. You could, too, explain some of his lapses 
as the result of losiqg his ihnner adviser Hwyel 
Williams, an unusual former Rugby school- 
master with wit. imagination and common- 
sense, who is now cheerfully putting the 
finishing touches to Guilty Men, a book 
which seeks, by all accounts, to lay the blame 
for the eclipse of Conservatism on all lead- 
ing Conservatives, Redwood included. An 
overactive press officer who stalks the corri- 
dors of Westminster bearing Redwood's lat- 
est daily pronouncement on every subject in 
the news is no substitute for Williams’ - at 
times - restraining influence. 

But Redwood's latest offence is quite a lot 
more than a mere tactical slip. It’s somehow 
appropriate that he should have earned his 


reprimand from William Hague on the day 

they buned Enoch Powell, a politician best 
remembered for resigning from the govern- 
ment and then, 10 years later, bring sacked 
in opposition by his party leader for an act 

destructive right-wing populism, fbwef? had 
prisma and a national constituency of a son 
that Redwood can only dream about. 

Powell was much the more dangerous of 
the two men, and his offence as a member 
of the shadow cabinet corresp ondingly more 
monstrous. But the parallels shouldn't be al- 
together dismissed. For what Redwood 
tapped uuo, for all his weasty admission *har 
many British people have no personal dis- 
like of Chancellor Krill’*, is a pervasion of 
truth as indefensible as Powell’s dire predic- 
tions of radai war a generation ago. Redwood 

referred archly in his press release to the em- 
barrassment of entertaining “a most impor- 
tant guest against the most un fftitumn* 
background of a street protest” - conferring 
a kind of wholesome respectability to a 
ragged but unpleasant group of right-wing 
extremists whose idea of an appropriate 
welcome for the man who is indisputably 
Europe’s biggest statesman is to play record- 
ings of air raid sirens from the Blitz. 

The perversion is so simple as hardly to 
need restating; the Kohl project is precisely 
the opposite of what politicians who demonise 
the Genman Chancellor seek to foster- name , 
ty that Kohl seeks to secure by peaceful means 
the dominance of Europe which the Third 
Reich failed to do by war. Redwood would 
no doubt disclaim sucb a crudity; but he does 
nothing to eliminate it. It was the He that 
brought Wednesday’s “street protest” to the 
Mansion House. It was the He explicitly told 
by the late Sir James Goldsmith to his now 
beached army of Referendum Party sup- 
porters - many of whom pro-European 
Ibries now fear are infiltrating the Conserv- 
ative Party in the hope of ensuring right-wing 
nationalists displace incumbents and thear sup- 
porters as candidates for the 1999 European 
elections. And it rests on the proposition that 
Kohl wants a German Europe, of which mo n - 
etaiy union is assumed to be the engm^» J when 
his whole political life has been devoted to 
the goal of a European Germany. 

In a moving speech on Wednesday n ight 
Kohl contrasted free movement within 
Europe with his own adolescence, when he 
needed a permit to cross the Rhine from one 
part of occupied Germany to another . He gra- 
ciously paid tribute to London as the haven 
for refugees from Nazi barbarity. He did not, 
as be would have been entitled to do, boast 
that he, and not Thatcher or Gorbachev, had 
been vindicated by the reunification of Ger- 
many. You don’t have to agree with EMU to 
recognise this as a speech which made Red- 
wood look like a political dwarf. 

All this, there is reason to hope, is what 
Hague bra recognised. Here the Redwood- 
Fowril parallel is again instructive. Those who, 
finally, had most reason to resent Rjwefl’s 
Rivers of Blood speech were those who re- 
vere him as the pioneer, by his resignation in 
1958, of the cause of sound money and fis- 
cal prudence. Similarly it's the EMU sceptics 
who have most to fear from Kohl-baiting on 
the right, because it damages their cause 
among sensible, moderate, nan-xenophobic 
people. Hague’s lieutenants denied yesterday 
the strong inference by some in the shadow 
cabinet that Hague had now shown Redwood 
the yellow card. But speculation that he might 
become the next shadow chancellor suddenly 
looks hopelessly inappropriate. In the case of 
fatally flawed politicians like Powell we are 
supposed to fbiget the flaws and remember 
the cause. But we don’t; and Redwood ur- 
gently needs to remember that if he is to stay 
in the game at alL 


Go tell it on the mountain, but 
leave this Jewish boy alone 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 
ON BEING A TARGET 
OF EVANGELISTS 


It was too much to hope for 
that Nick Howard, the son of 
the former Home Secretary 
Michael Howard, might turn 
out to be as socially useful and 
as entrepreneurial a young 
man as WDliam Straw. 

Jack's boy, of course, sup- 
plied a Mirror reporter with 
marijuana (a case of coals to 
Newcastle if ever there was 
one). Alas, Nick - a third year 
student at Oxford University - 
deals in very different opi- 
ates. He is an evangelical 
Christian who, in recent weeks, 
has been targeting Jewish stu- 
dents, with the aim of con- 
verting them to the one true 
faith — his. And it is cm using a 
lot of trouble. 

Howard senior is, of 
course, Jewish. But, as is the 
way with youth, the son re- 
nounced the faith of his father 
(while a schoolboy at Eton) 
and would now. presumably, 
like to see his dad come over 
to Jesus. So he has set about 
organising meetings to which 
his proselytising comrades are 
encouraged to bring Jewish 
friends, plying them with 
kosher food and the promise 
of redemption through the 
Lord. He is, after ail, doing 
them a mitzvoh, because - as 
he puts it - “Christianity is ful- 
filled Judaism.” 

The Conversion of the Jews 
is a touchy subject. Rabbi 
Shmuley Boteach, who nins a 
society for Jewish students at 
Oxford, was incensed. Accus- 
ing Howard fils of “spiritual 
Nazism”, Rabbi Boteach al- 
leged this week that “such be- 
haviour is a direct cause of 
anti-Semitism”. He then 
lodged a formal complaint 
with the university's vice- 
chancellor, the distinguished 
historian. Professor Sir Colin 
I .ucas. 

My first reaction to this out- 
burst was that the rabbi ought 
to take more water with it 
There are some Jews, I 
thought, who reach for the 
a-S word a Uttle too readily. 
And certainly this morning’s 
Jewish Chronicle takes a simi- 
larly relaxed view of the affair, 
carrying an editorial commis- 
erating with the embarrass- 
ment caused to Michael 
Howard. After all, those Jews 
who want to attend Christian 
Union meetings and munch 
gefilte fisch while absorbing the 
message must be a pretty. sad 
bunch anyway. Otherwise 
they’d be busy revising, forni- 
cating. smoking dope or saving 
trees, like everyone else. I my- 


self was pestered for a couple 
of years by a tedious group 
called “Jems for Jesus” which 
posted its Xeroxed nonsense to 
anyone with a vaguely Yid- 
disher nam e. And it didn't do 
me any harm. 

That, as I said, was my first 
reaction. And then I began to 
wonder. There had, after all, 
been something about Jews for 
Jesus that was vaguely unset- 
tling. It had to do with the idea 
of being targeted specifically, 
of becoming the focus of sucb 
attention by reason of one’s 
birth (or, in their case, by rea- 
son of a name endin g in -vitch). 
When the Rabbi complained 
that Nick Howard’s unwanted 
attentions somehow suggested 
that Jewishness was a lesser 
state, perhaps he bad a point. 

Part of the trouble is that, 
for most of the last two mil- 
lennia, this conversion business 
has been a one-way street. 
Once upon a time Jews did re- 
turn the compliment Richard 
Fletcher's recent history. The 
Conversion of Europe , cites 
the debate between Bodo 
Eleazer, a Christian turned 
Jew (and servant of Charle- 
magne), who - in 838 - crossed 
the Pyrenees and entered into 
a written controversy with Paul 
Alvar of Cordoba. Which he 
won. Ob, and Archbishop 
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•Pestered for yeans by a tedious group': Jews for Jesus demo* 1986 Sidney Hams 


has been widely misinterpret- 
ed as cliquishness, a sign of 
secretiveness and exclusion. 

Such diffidence has spared 
the world some interesting 
sights. Such as shiploads of 
Jewish missionaries on their 
way to Africa; marquees in the 
southern states of the US re- 


Andrew of Bari, converted to . sounding with joyful screams as 
Judaism on a trip to Constan- mass circumcisions are car- 


vert They believe that they are 
saved and that the rest of us are 
HammyJ and that it is their job 
to save us - every bit as much 
you or I might try to save a 
drowning child from a pond. 
(Not an exact metaphor, I 
knew, since children do not like 
to drown). It is for them, just 
as it is for Catholics who be- 
lieve that abortion is murder 


For centuries Jews have seemed to suggest to 
Gentiles that they are largely indifferent to their 
religious beliefs, possessing little desire to fill up 
the synagogues with goyim 


tinople in 1066. After that, 
however, it was all pretty much 
Christians attempting to con- 
vert Jews by one method or an- 
other. Usually another. Rrom 
the Crusadera, through the 
Spanish Inquisition to the Lon- 
don Society to Disseminate the 
Christian Faith Among Jews, 
they fried. 

Jews did not reciprocate. In 
fact for centuries Jews have 
seemed to suggest to Gentiles 
that they are largely indiffer- 
ent to their religious beliefs, 
possessing little desire to fill up 
the synagogues with goyim. 
This may have been a mistake; 
perhaps Christians would have 
preferred to have been court- 
ed and seduced - for this ab- 
sence of Jewish evangelism 


ried out; and the sons of for- 
mer cabinet ministers coming 
home from public school for 
the long vac, wearing a Hom- 
burg, scalp] ocks, a prayer shawl 
and greeting their mothers 
with the words “Qy veh. Mum, 
this you'll never guess!” So 
Judaism is not, in its later 
manifestations, an aggressive 
religion. You don't want to be 
a Jew? So don’t be a Jew? 

But this passivity can be a 
disadvantage when faced with 
evangelism. Jews have thrived 
in Britain because this is not a 
religious country. Here, Chris- 
tianity is - in general - deprived 
of its edge by the gpod old 
Church of England. 

Evangelists, of course, can- 
not be tolerant They must con- 


and that others must be pre- 
vented from murdering. “We 
believe everyone needs to hear 
the good news about Jesus” 
said Laura Jervis, vice-presi- 
dent of the Oxford Christian 
Union, apropos of the Howard 
row. And Nick had decided 
that few needed to hear it so 
badly as Jews. “As Christians,” 
he told the student newspaper, 
CherwelL, “it is our duty to 
reach Jews, who are a priori- 
ty in our evangelism”. 

You see, that’s the point. 


Why are they the priority? 
Why are not Muslims - ad- 
herents to a far more activist 
and numerous religion - the 
priority? It couldn’t be, could 
it, that the grotty Herberts of 
the Christian Union are afraid 
of being duffed up; that Jews 
are a softer target because 
they are not so likely to burn 
your rooms and assassinate 
your scout? No, that’s too 
cynicaL 

But there is something un- 
pleasant, nonetheless, about 
being singled out for conver- 
sion - as though your religion, 
your faith, was the most cor- 
rupting and dangerous of all. 
In a society where there arc 
many more Christians than 
Jews it feels just a bit like 
bullying. 

There is, of course, nothing 
that can be done here. Despite 
Rabbi Boteach’s protests the 
vice-chancellor would be ill- 
advised to gel involved. As long 
as young Nick Hmiis himself to 
meeting, debates and newslet- 
ters, there is no justification for 
leaning on him. But perhaps 
Nick himself should recall that 
the most fearsome Grand 
Inquisitor of them all - the 
scourge of Spanish Jewry, Fra 
Tomas de lorquemada - was 
a Christian of Jewish descent. 


I Put away that 


. Pick up that palmtop. Get with it 



CHARLES 

ARTHUR 

- THE DIGITAL 
REVOLUTION 


Times are hard at Ffiofax 
Group. Yesterday executives at 
the company were surety flick- 
ing through their hand-tooled 
leather binders, seeking the 
names of companies or firms or 
friends or (who knows?) people 
they might have met once on a 
plane who would be interested 
in buying all or part of the com- 
pany, or getting together for a 
“strategic alliance” (business- 
speak for rescue) or joint ven- 
ture (business-speak for an 
escape hatch). 

Am I surprised that they're 
finding fife hard? Hefl no. If your 
line of work is essentially pro- 
ducing a glorified paper-based 
address book and diary, of 
course life is going to get tough 
when electronic rivals spring 

up. And they’re an over the pface 

right now. Basically, we’re all em- 
bracing the ideas of Nicholas Ne- 
groponte, bead of the 
Massachusetts Institute offech- 
nologys Media Lab, and “going 
digital”. 

It was about the middle of 
last year when Ffiofax noticed 
that, for the first time in its 
decades of existence, British 
customers were spending more 
money on refills for existing 

bindere than on new ones. That’s 

bad news, for them anyway, 
since it means that people are 
turning to newer means of stor- 
ing their fives. It’s simple to see 
why pocket-sized computers are 
storming ahead. If even staff m 
Dixons can demonstrate them. 


they realty must be easy to use. 

If you consider the relative 
merits of the two forms of data 
storage - paper-based ring 
binder or pocket-sized comput- 
er- there’s no contest The com- 
puters’ prices are storming 

downwards, while including fea- 
tures you could never put into 
a Ffiofax: 

For example, when is a Ffio- 
fax going to chime gently to re- 
mind you of a forthcoming 
ap point m ent, and so drive every- 
one suing near you half-mad be- 
cause you happen to be away 
from your desk at the time and 
nobody can work out what “that 
annoying bloody chiming noise” 
is? Vm a Ffiofax ever automat- 
ically dial a telephone number 
for you, saving wear and tear on 
delicate fingers? 

Of course, TD admit that the 
Ffiofax shares honours with the 

palmtop when it comes to the. 
function that children find most 
essential in a world diary: both 
wft tell you in seconds what the 
time is in Djakarta. 

Also, palmtops bring their 
own set of frustrations to the 
business of having a life. Two 
friends who bought them with 
the intention of revolutionising 
their lives (on, 1*11 admit, my urg- 
ing) and transferred aO their con- 
tact numbers and essential 
must-remember facts cm to their 
machines turned them on one 
day to find the memory wiped 
clean, returned to a sent of 
primeval electronic soup. 


“But what on earth has hap- 
pened?” said one friend queru- 
lously, as she contacted the 
helpline for the computer’s 
manufacturer. 

“Ah, that seems to happen 
with the new ones,” said the man 
on the helpline, unhelpfully. 
“Bnt flie good tiring is that it onty 
happens once in their lifetime. 
Now you should be fine for the 
rest of its life.” 

Certainty, neither machine 


stand up well to being dropped. 
Now in order to get from the ad- 
dress book to the diary function, 
he has to stab the keys so hard 
onlookers think he is frying to 
shorten his fingers the hard 
way. 

m admit that I was a bit 
stymied myself when my own 
machine was stolen a few 
months ago. Now that realty did 
make it quite difficult to find 
numbers. Happily, it was re- 


If your line is producing a paper-based 
address book and diary, life is going to 
get tough when electronic rivals arrive 


has since lost any more stored 
addresses, because both friends 
have put them with their other 
life-changing items, such as the 
exercise bike and the plastic 
stomacb-fiattener that lets you 
get fit while watching TV under 
the stairs. 

However, both those friends 
are female, and so obviously less 
likety to continue using a gad- 
get in the face of adversity. For 
that you need a man. Another 
mate palm top user I know has 
continued with gritted teeth to 
use his ageing machine, even 
though the screen is now so bro- 
ken that he has to hold it over 
his head to read it Yet another 
discovered his machine didn't 


covered a few. weeks later. The 
physical part, in fact, was un- 
damaged. However, the thief 
had been through my database, 
deleting each entry, before get- 
ting bored. On getting it bade, 
1 found that names I thought I 
had putin weren’t there. Tb this 
day, I don't know exactly what 
was lost. 

But again, the gadget comes 
back into its own: it takes onty 
moments to copy aO the files 
.from the machine on to a little 
backup disk, so that even if the 
m achin e disappears, I can refill 
another one (perhaps a friend's 
discarded one) with my personal 
knowledge and details. 

Being so replaceable and 


copyable is what makes digital 
“bits” appealing, of course. Have 
you ever tried make a safety copy 
of a Ffiofax that’s been used for 
a while? I haven’t, but Fm as- 
sured that with a good photo- 
copier and a determined 
attitude you can manage it m, oh, 
about half an hour. Of course,' 
if your binder is stolen you’ll 
have to transcribe all that data 
into your new one. While doing 
this, fry not to snarl at the per- 
son uploading all their data on 
to their new palmtop from their 
old one in a matter of seconds. 

Yet this very flexibility means 
that for some people, palmtops 
wiD simply never be an option. 
One cannot imagine super-rich 
people such as the exotic “Bride 
of Wfidenstein” (who in her di- 
vorce case claimed that she 
didn’t know bow to make toast) 
ever wanting to plan her plastic 
surgery schedule on a palmtop 
(TUes: nose. Weds: Eyes again). 

That of coutse instantly sug- 
gests precisely where the trou- 
bled folks at Ffiofax should focus 
their efforts. These days, you can 
get ballpoint pens, solar- 
powered digital clocks accurate 
to milliseconds and clothing 
such as sweatshirts and baseball 
caps for free, if you know the 
right place to stand. But rich peo- 
ple won’t touch them. They pre- 
fer Mont Blanc fountain pens, 
Rolex Oyster watches, Calvin 
Klein shirts. Surety it’s time- for 
the hand-engraved, silver-edged, 
calfskin Ffiofax? 
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Chancellor prepares reform of National Insurance to create 



By Andrew Verity 


Gordon Brown, tbe Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, is preparing a radical 
change to employers’ National Insur- 
ance (NI) rates in an attempt to cre- 
ate jobs by abolishing disincentives to 
employing workers on low pay. 

In proposals expected to form a 

key plank of the Budget, the Chan- 
cellor is expected to lift the lower 
earnings limi t for NI, allowing em- 
ployers to pay up to £80 a week with- 
out contributing to the fund. It 


would be the most radical change to 
NI in a decade. 

Crucially, higher paid employees 
would cost more in NI, effectively 
shifting the harden of tax from 
small to large employers. Tb make 
the reform tax-neutral, employers 
would have to pay higher NT con- 
tributions (NICs) on any salaries over 
£440 a week. 

A document setting out the pro- 
posal was yesterday circulated to in- 
terested parties by Martin Thylor, the 
head of the government’s tax and 


benefit review and chief executive of 
Barclays. 

In the document, Mr Taylor said 
he was following Mr Brown's pledge 
to review the NI structure for the low 
paid, bringing it much closer into line 
with income tax. 

The document says: ‘'These pro- 
posals aim to encourage the creation 
of ‘entryjobs for the unemployed re- 
turning to work, and to reduce bur- 
dens on business by simplifying the 
convex structure of employer rates.’' 

Later, Mr Taylor adds: ‘The 


main consequence would be to in- 
crease employer NICs slightly in re- 
spect of higher paid employees (is 
over £440 a week),” 

As well as lifting the burden on 
the lowest paid employees, the re- 
form would eliminate “distortions” 
in tbe system which lead to employers 
paying marginal rates of tax of over 
100 per cent when they raise pay. 

Under the current system, em- 
ployers are encouraged to pay less 
than the lower earnings limit (.to be 
£64 a week from April) because they 


do not then pay any NICs. Above 

£64, the employer pays3 percent on 

.all pay - not just tbe excess. 

For an employee paid £64, rather 
than £63, an employer pays £1.28 in 
tax on the extra pound - a marginal 

rate of 128 per cent. Tbe causes em- 
ployers to “bunch" employees below 
£64 a week. 

A similar effect occurs as income 

rises. Earnings over £1 10 require a 5 

per cent contribution on all pay; ean *" 
mgs over £155 are at 7 per cent; and 
wa rning’s over £210 are at 10 percent. 


Instead, the government pro- 
poses to have a rate of 122 per cent 

Ibujrt only on earnings m excess of 
£80 “The previous system would be 

replaced by one in wMdi only eam- 

tas’ above the threshold of £80 
would be liable to the employers 
charge, levied at a single rate,” the 
document states. 

An increase in earnings from 
£109 to £110 a week would gener- 
ate contributions of 12p a week - 
rather than £223 a week at present, 
Mr Taylor, together with the 


Treasury, have been at; pains to 
stress that the proposed reform 
would be “tax neutral” - that is, no 
extra faxwouldbe raised. Tiowever, 
it woold also be tbe fost attempt since 
1979 to sh ift the tax burden from the 
lower to the ftfcher paid. 

Adair Turner, director-general of . 
the CBL said: “Such a reform could 
have a positive impact on employ- >_• 
ment. We will however, have to 
consider in. more detail the overall 
impact oh companies with a high 
average salary bilL” 
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De La Rue chief 


quits after fresh 


profit warning 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


De La Rue yesterday shocked 
the market when it unveiled its 
fourth profit wanting in less than 
three years and revealed plans 
to halve its annual dividend. Je- 
remy Marshall, who has been 
chief executive of the banknote 
and cash handling group since 
1989, has left the company af- 
ter deciding to retire two years 
earlier than expected. 

Shares in De La Rue 
crashed 92 Jp to 270p - their 
lowest level for more than sev- 
en years - as tbe company 
warned that operating profits 
for the year to March 1998 
would be about £3 Dm less than 
last year s £60.5 m. 

The news prompted ana- 
lysts m slash £15m off their prof- 
it forecasts for the group. 
Pre-tax profits, which include 
contributions from associate 
companies (ike lottery operator 
Camelot, are now expected to 
come in about £90m this year 
and £72 -5m in 1999. 

Brandon Gough, the York- 
shire Water chairman who only 
took over as chairman of De La 
Rue six mouths ago, will run the 
company until a new chief ex- 
ecutive is found. He said yes- 
terday it was “time fora change 
at De La Rue.” 

Under the terms of his two- 
year rolling contract Mr Mar- 
shall, 60, is expected to receive 
compensation of about 
£570,000. Last night one insti- 
tutional shareholder described 
the payoff as “a bit rich” given 
that Mr Marshall was close to 


retirement and had presided 
over a disastrous slump in the 
share price. 

In the early 1990s, a ban- 
knote printing boom in the 
newly liberalised economies of 
Eastern Europe helped De La 
Rue’s share price, lifting it to an 
all-time high of 1050p in 1995. 
Since then, however, the com- 
pany suffered one disappoint- 
ment after another as cut-throat 
competitors muscled in on De 
La Rue’s market. 

Analysts said the company 
had also lost credibility by con- 
sistently msang its profit targets. 

De La Rue blamed yester- 
days warning on the effects of 
the strong pound and the Asian 
crisis, as well as tbe absence of 
one-off banknote printing con- 
tracts from other central banks. 
The company had also in- 
creased development spending 
in areas of new technology 
like plastic “smartcards”, which 
are increasingly expected to re- 
place traditional bank notes as 
tbe most popular form of pay- 
ment. 


Four profits warnings 

share price, pence 



1995 1996 1997 1996 


Mr Gough said it was time 
for De La Rue to rebuild con- 
fidence in the City: “We need 
to rebase expectations and con- 
centrate on delivering solid 
profits. We have to go forward 
not back.” 

As part of the shift, the 
company announced plans to 
pay a final dividend of 4.5p, 
making a total payout of 12p - 
half last year’s level Mr Gough 
said the decision to cut the div- 
idend had not been an easy one 
to take, but that tbe move 
would send a signal to investors 
that De La Rue bad changed. 

The company hopes to bring 
in a new chief executive by the 
autumn. Mr Gough said the 
board would consider all can- 
didates, though in the circum- 
stances, it was sensible to look 
outside the company. 

De La Rue also said it was 
preparing to sell its US physi- 
cal security business, while the 
future of its loss-making Ger- 
man arm was under review. 

But Mr Gough said malting 
more of the potential synergies 
in the business was the key to 
future growth. The company 
has created a separate business 
specialising in brand protec- 
tion, which it sees as a growth 
area. 

Analysts, however, said the 
new business was “small beer” 
and that the prospects for De 
La Rue’s recovery were de- 
pendent on bow much business 
it could pick up preparing for 
the introduction of the Euro- 
pean single currency towards 
the end of the century. 
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Le R&ve* by Pablo Picasso from the modem art collection owned by Victor and Sally Ganz goes under the hammer at Christie's in New York 

Loan on mystery collection 
leaves £5m hole at Christie’s 


Christie’s International, the 
auction house which called off 
bid talks with SBC Warburg Dil- 
lon Read on Wednesday, has 
been forced to make a £5 3m ex- 
ceptional charge to its profits 
because of a loan it made to a 
vendor on a collection it has not 
yet sold. 

Christie’s loaned the money 
to the owner of an “unusual but 
important” collection. Howev- 
er, there has been a substantial 
delay in bringing the collection 
to the market during which the 
value of the collection has fall- 
en. It has therefore been forced 
to make a £5.3m provision 
against the possible loss on the 
loan. 

The announcement sur- 


prised the City though Christie’s 
claimed such loans were stan- 
dard practice in the art world in 
order to accommodate collec- 
tors who wanted a quick sale but 
found that a suitable auction 
may not be possible for some 
time. 

The news knocked the shine 
off Christie’s results which, ex- 
cluding exceptional rose by 
20 per cent to £40.6m for the 
year to 31 December. Tbe com- 
pany made few comments on 


the collapse of bid talks SBC 
Warburg. “It was an interesting 
idea but at the end of tbe day 
there wasn’t something coming 
forth that we could recom- 
mend,” said finance director Ife- 
ter Blythe. “No formal offer was 
made and because the discus- 
sions were confidential we’re 
not going to reveal details.” 

Christie's shares fell lOp to 
255p as dealers reacted to the 
abandonment of the talks. It is 
understood that the Warburg 


bid, which included six high net 
worth individuals, was pitched 
at only 270p-280p per share 

The effect of the exception- 
al item restrained Christie’s prof- 
it increase to a four per cent rise 
to £353m. Auction sales grew by 
20 per cent in sterling terms to 
£12bn in 1997, with the main 
contribution coming from the 
sale of two outstanding collec- 
tions. 

The Ganz Collection of 
twentieth century art realised 


$207m (£I26m), the largest to- 
tal ever achieved for a single- 
owner collection at auction. 
Eighteen lots were sold for 
more than Sim, 10 of them by 
Picasso, including LeR2ve for 
$48.4m - the second highest 
price paid for the artist’s work. 

The Loeb Collection of 
mainly impressionist works 
made $92.8m, the third biggest 
for a single-owner sale. It in- 
cluded Paul Cfeanne’s Madame 
Cezanne du fauteuil jaune for 
$23. 1m and Edouard Manet's 
Self Portrait for $18.7m. ^ 

Sales of Impressionist and 
modem works of art totalled 
£3 88m, up 89 per cent on tbe 
previous year. 
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Bank team split on need for further rate rises 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, admitted 
yesterday that he would have 
voted to raise interest rates, 
rather than leave them un- 
changed, in January if Gordon 
Brown bad not relaxed the in- 
flation target to a range around 
23 per cent from the previous 
target of 2-5 per cent or less. 

But evidence from four 
members of the Bank’s Mone- 
tary Policy Committee to the 
House of Commons Treasury 
Committee yesterday suggested 
that there is still a difference of 
opinion about whether or when 
rates will need to rise again. 

Mr George said; “I would 
have voted to raise rates in Jan- 
uary on tbe old basis of 23 per 
cent or less.” The choice of tar- 
get was a matter for the Chan- 
cellor, he said. The new target is 
for a range of 1 per cent either 
side of 15 per cent, effectivety 


translating mto a band of between 
13 per cent and 33 per cent 

Even so, Mr George 
emerged from the session 
sounding reluctant to increase 
borrowing costs, though he did 
not say so explicitly. He defended 
the MPC - which voted not to 
increase rates either last month 
or this month - against tbe 
charge of inconsistency despite 
the Bank's new forecast show- 
ing inflation likely to be above 
23 per cent in 2 years’ time. 

There were great uncer- 


tainties, the Governor said. He 
added; “We would not want to 
crush domestic demand to- 
morrow... That would be to 
plunge the economy unneces- 
sarily into recession." 

He also said there had been 
much greater concern at the 
turn of the year about how the 
Asian crisis would affect the rest 
of tbe world. The fear of a full- 
blown financial crisis had re- 
ceded since then, be said. 

Mr George said this week’s 
strong retail sales figures had to 


be seen in tbe context of big sea- 
sonal swings. “I don’t think jou can 
say it influences things decisively 
one way or the other," he said. 

Mervyn King, one of the 
Bank's Deputy Governors, said 
be bad also voted to wail and 
see in January. “There were 
enormous uncertainties at that 
stage.” he explained. 

Charles Goodhart. an exter- 
nal MPC member who favoured 
a rate increase last month, told 
the MPs: “Writing in the hope 
that uncertainties will be re- 


Slow M4 growth offers hope on cost of borrowing 


Growth in M4, the broad money measure, 
slowed daring January; prompting renewed 
hopes that tbe Monetary Policy Committee 
would bold fire on interest rates at next 
month’s meeting. January's record public 
sector debt repayment was the key reason for 
the slo wd own in M4, which rose by just 02 per 
cent last month, taking the annual growth rate 
down to 10.1 per cent. 

The City also took heart from new Budding 


Societies Association figures, which pointed to a 
slight slowdown in the housing market. Building 
society gross advances dropped by £393m in Jan- 
uary, although net advances increased slightly. 
Data from the British Bankers' Association, by 
contrast, painted a s tightly more buoyant picture 
of the UK economy, Mortgage lending rose by 
£743m in January; compared to a December rise 
of £647m, and credit card lending rose very 
strongly, by £292m. 


solved is pretty fruitless.” An- 
other member, Willem Buffer, 
agreed. “Moving earlier is su- 
perior to moving later,” he said. 

Mr King said the split vote 
should have come as no surprise. 
"When the judgement is so 
finely balanced, it is tbe most 
natural thing in the world for 
people to disagree,” he said. He 
insisted there was no pressure 
on “inside” Bank members of 
the MPC to vote together. 

Mr George said the February 
Inflation Report showed a high- 
er forecast for inflation than the 
November Report because tbe 
effect of the strong pound had 
not worked through to retail 
prices as quickly as expected. 

The Bank's experts told the 
MPs wage pressures now pre- 
sented the biggest concern 
about inflation. “We are nervous 
that the labour market is at a 
point where wc may see an ac- 
celeration in pay and earn- 
ings,” the Governor explained. 

Outlook, page 21 


BAe at war with French over 
European defence restructuring 

D.. LJ 


By Michael Harrison 


An Anglo-French stand-off be- 
tween British Aerospace and the 
state-owned Aerospatiale is 
threatening to scupper plans due 
to be unvefled next month for the 
grand restructuring of Europe's 
defence and aerospace industries. 

BAe warned yesterday that 
there were a number of “major 
hurdles" in the way of consoli- 
dation. The major obstacle was 
a French “state owned entity to- 
tally dominated by government 
departments", it said. 

The warning follows an un- 
precedented trilateral declara- 
tion last December by the 
governments of Britain, France 
and Germany calling on their 
aerospace and defence elec- 
tronics industries to “consolidate 
or die” and giving them until 31 
March to produce a dear plan 
and timetable for action. 


Unveiling a one-third in- 
crease in pre-tax profits before 
exceptional items last year to 
£5 96m. Sir Dick Evans, BAe’s 
chief executive, warned that it 
would not sign up to any re- 
structuring deal which disad- 
vantaged its shareholders. 
Richard Lapthorne, the compa- 
ny's finance director, added: 
“We have a position to defend 
and we are not going to play 
cricket. We have to be very care- 

fill we do not compromise for the 
sake of doing a deaL” 

Mr Lapthorne, added that if 
the restructuring plan succeed- 
ed it could involve the merger 
of the entire company with its 
counterparts in France and Ger- 
many. For that reason, BAe is 
keen to enter negotiations from 
a position of strength and max- 
imum size, suggesting it has no 
short-term plans to dispose of 
its 21 per cent stake in Orange, 


currently worth £S65m. 
Aerospatiale countered yester- 
day with a corporate reorgani& \ 
ration under which its defence 
and civil businesses are being 
spun off in readiness for Euro- 
pean link-ups. 

Daimler Benz of Germany, 
one of B Ac’s partners on tbe Air- 
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is thought to be broadly supportive 
of the British position. However, 
it is lukewarm to BAe’s vision of 
a European-wide defence and 
aerospace holding company, 
dubbed Euro Co. 

Sir Dick said that Airbus was 

considering raising production to 
300 a year by 1999 compared with 
182 last year. Repayment of 
launch aid on the A320 and 
A330/A34Q programmes wifi 
meanwhile rise from £ 66 m last > -- 

year to £140m this year and ' ■ ra « 

£l7Qm in 1999 , I 
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TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
Finland (markka) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmae) 

Hot® Kong (?) 

Ireland (punts) 


2^497 

20-32 

S9.71 

2.2S83 

0.8441 

11.08 

8.830 

*6824 

2-8987 

457,68 

£31 

1.1434 


2J364 

japan (yen) 204.10 

0.6281 

Netherlands (guilders) 3.2553 

Norway (kroner) Q.J4 

Poraj g*J (escudos) 294.12 

Spain (pesetas) 244.11 

South Africa (rand) 7.7727 

Sweden (kroner) Q.95 

Switzerland (francs) 2,3455 

Turkey (lira) 358.556 

USA W MOD 

Source: Thomas Cook 
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French stand in the way of defence entente 


il always did look hopelessly optimistic to 
expea the aerospace industries of Europe 
to come up with a ba«le plan for rationai- 
isaUoom ^ space of three months. Thai 
was what the politicians wanted but given 
longyeais these companies have already 
jent dancing around the idea of consoli- 
dation, it never seemed very likely. 

The political impetus behind Inst De- 
cember’s exhortation to British Aerospace 
and GEC and their counterparts in France 
and Germany to “rationalise or die” was 
impressive enough. Tony Blair, no less, 
signed the trilateral statement along wilh 
the French President, Jacques Chirac, anri 
the German Chancellor, Helmut KohL Even 
so, getting a “clear plan and timetable for 
action” out of their respective national 
champions by 31 March was about as fike- 
fy as the Americans getting a Security Cbun- 
cB mandate to bomb Baghdad 

When it comes to competing in world 
defence markets, there can be little doubt 
that sooner or later even companies the 
sise of BAe. Daimler-Benz and Aerospa- 
tiale will wilt under the firepower that can 
be assembled these days by Lockheed 
Martin, Boeing and Raytheon. 

Fbr the Europeans, however, the main 
difficulty has always been that of agree- 
ing just who the enemy is - the Americans 
or each other. Hence the bellicose words 
yesterday from BAe. Its top brass has made 
it plain that it has no intention of playing 
cricket with the French. This is shorthand 
for not ceding an inch in any eventual three 
way merger to an industry that is still state- 
owned in both name and mentality. 


Aerospatiale’s internal restructuring 
yesterday into separate aircraft, space and 
defence subsidiaries, “to support its role 
as the major French player in the con- 
struction of a Europe wide civil and mil- 
itary aerospace industry" may look good 
on paper but it will have fooled no-one 
down at Farnborough. 

It will be a minor miracle if BAe and 
its partners in the Airbus civil aircraft pro- 
gramme (including the French) have 
sorted out whose assets are worth what 
in time for the consortium to start func- 
tioning as a single corporate entity by this 
time next year. It will be a bigger miracle 
if the participants have agreed the frame- 
work for an all embracing European de- 
fence company. Until the French 
government bites the bullet and puts its 
aerospace industry on the same footing 
as others through a stratagem of privati- 
sation, the chances of meaningful ratio- 
nalisation look slim. 

Making a lottery 
out of an auction 

Christie's International, the art auction- 
eer. yesterday unveiled what on the face 
of it looked like a splendid set of results. 
Sales and profits were both up a fifth, and 
despite the disappearance from the show- 
rooms of Asian buyers, Christies talked 
in glowing terms about the best art sales 
market in years. Which is just as well, since 
the company has just turned down an of- 
fer said to be in the region of 280p a share 


from a consortium of billionaires organ- 
ised by SBC Warburg DiDon Read. The 
onus is now on Christopher Davfdge, chief 
executive, to demonstrate that his com- 
pany is worth more. 

But hold on a minute. What's this? The 
profit before tax is struck before an ex- 
ceptional item of £5 3m. Rtctoring this cost 
in, profits last year would barely have risen 
at alL So what is this “exceptional cost”? 
Not saying, says Christies, other than to ex- 
plain that it is apparently common practice 
in the ait world to make loans to clients se- 
cured against consignments for sale. In this 
case a loan was made against the security 
of an “unusual but important collection”. 
However, prices inthis section of the mar- 
ket have since fallen and Christies now 
thinks it prudent to make a provision. 

According to the company’s state- 
ment, the loan was made “some years 
ago”, which rather begs the question of 
why it has taken so long to provide 
against it. Presumably it might have 
something to do with Warburg's due dili- 
gence. But the rather bigger question is 
whether such losses should be treated as 
exceptional at alL These days auction hous- 
es are often forced to back their valuations 
by bidding against each other fbr big col- 
lections before the real auction begins. 

It is not clear that shareholders in these 
companies fully appreciate the degree of 
financial risk that this involves. Share- 
holders may have thought they were in- 
vesting in a commission based, people 
business. Infect the nature of auctioneering 
may have changed to the degree that these 


are now more sophisticated finance com- 
panies than anything else. 

Get the valuation right, and you make 
hay: get it wrong and you lose your shirt. 
It is an open secret, for instance, that 

though the Ganz collection had record tak- 
ings, Christies actually made veiy little 
money out iL This was because the financial 
underwriting was done by someone else 
(again. Christies is not saying who). 

Judging by the exceptional item, in 
many other cases Christies is taking the 
risk onto its own books. It may be that 
Christies is clever and well capitalised 
enough to manage this risk, but don’t bet 
on iL Whatever the case; shareholders 
ought to be aware that they are investing 
in more of a bank than an auction house. 

Confusion for 
Bank-watchers 


The more I 

the Bank ofEngJandbecoo^ the more con- 
fusing its dedsums seem to be. Never before 
have so many of its representatives spent so 
nnirh tfny^plaimng in so much detail when 
anri why they thought interest rates should 
move - or not - by a quarter point. 

Unfortunately all tins openness doesn’t 
sp-ftrp to make the conduct of monetary 
policy any more predictable than when it 
was left in the hands of capricious politi- 
cians. Rather the reverse. At least with the 

politicians you knew they* d cook the pol- 
icy to serve their own political goals. By 
contrast, several hours of questioning by 


MPs of the Bank's Monetary Ppiicy Co™- 

yesterday feOed to elicit much on 

rates wouM nett mow. 

Sterol SCothTPaysenlemenrs 
creeping up? Wfell, manufacturing outpm 
kfefltagand broadmoneyfftJWthfiaL b* 

dowfogdown. Some bits of the economy 
are too strong but perhaps others 

are too weak. Nobodyrcally knows bow the 
countervailing forces wfll affect mflrta £ 

Nor can anyone blame the MPC lor 
disagreeing about a small change in m- 

road. The economic outlook is inherent- 
ly uncertain around the turning point ot 
the cycle, doubly so given the Asian cri- 
sis and impending start of Emu. Even so. 
the paradox is not completely resolved. It 
maybe that over time it wiD b^me' eas- 
ier to figure out how the minds of MFC 
members work in different circumstances. 

For now. the judgment about interest 
rates is being made not as in the past by 
a single person - the Chancellor - whore 
thought-processes had to be second- 

guessed, but by eight, soon to be nine. T^e 

complex art of Bank-watching, as the MPC 
engages in its ever more complex art of 
monetary policy, is only in its infancy. 


Somerfield shares 


soar as rival bid 
speculation mounts 


By Nigel Cope 

: Oty Correspondent 


* Speculation was growing last 
- night rhat a rival bidder may en- 
ter the fray for either Somerfield 
and Kwik Save as the two su- 
permarket companies con- 
firmed their £1.4bn merger. 
Shares in both companies 
soared amid rumours, largely 
discounted, that Sainsbuiy 
might make a move for Somer- 
field and that Safeway might be 
interested in the combined 
group. 

Analysts were dismissive of 
the rumours but were struggling 
to explain the reason for the 15 
per cent increase in the share 
prices of both companies yes- 
terday afternoon. Somerfield 
$ shares jumped 38p to a new 
high of 299p. Kwik Save shares 
put on 443p to 343 3p even 
though the merger details in- 
cluded a Kwik Save profits 
warning. 

Salisbury refused to com- 
ment on what it described as 
“market speculation.” Howev- 
er. it is considered highly un- 
likely that it would be 
interested in Somerfield. All the 
major supermarket groups 
were offered the chance to buy 


Somerfield at 165p per share in 
August 1996 when Kleinwort 
Benson was stru gglin g to float 
the company on the stock mar- 
ket. Such a deal would also run 
into competition problems on 
grounds of market share. 

Safeway would experience 
similar problems and it is not 
thought to be interested in ei- 
ther chain. 

Some analysts suggested an 
overseas bidder might be in- 
terested though most were 
sceptical that a rival bidder 
would come forward for two of 
the UK's weakest supermarket 
players. “Why would anyone 
want to buy Somerfield now 
when it could have bought it 18 
months ago for almost half the 
price,” one analyst said. Paul 
Smiddy, of Credit Lyonnais 
Laing, added: “The share move- 
ments are astonishing. I would 
have thought that most of the 
industry would be quietly laugh- 
ing at this deal. The manage- 
ment task is enormous.” 

Most analysts remain under- 
whelmed by the “nil premium” 
merger because they feel that the 
fundamental problems of weak 
brands, poor store portfolios and 
slow sales growth, will remain. 

Somerfield yesterday con- 


firmed more details of the merg- 
er. It wfll be effected by a share- 
fbr-share exchange with Kwik 
Save shareholders receiving sev- 
en Somerfield shares for every 
six Kwik Save shares held. 
Somerfield shareholders will 
therefore hold 6£5 per cent of 
the enlarged group with Kwik 
Save holding the remainder. 

Kwik Save's bead office in 
Prestatyn, is earmarked for 
phased closure, threatening 
800 jobs. Further jobs could go 
at the 120 stores which overlap 
in the two groups portfolios. 
Annual cost savings of £50m a 
year are expected. 

The company wfll initially be 
called Somerfield although 
new name is being considered. 
A new, independent chairman is 
being sought although Simon 
Keswick, Kwik Save’s chairman 


will fulfil the role short term. 

Somerfield wfll hold the whip 
hand on the new board with 
eight of the 15 places com- 
pared to Kwik Save’s six. David 
Simoo$ of Somerfield will be 
chief executive with Kwik Save’s 
Phil Smith acting as deputy. 
Martin Gatto, Somerfield’s 
finance director, will take the 
finance role in the enlarged 
company. 


Liberty plunges by 
20% after shock 
profits warning 


.j, Trocadero may 
sue sports stars’ 
restaurant chain 


By Andrew Yates 


A glittering array of sporting 
stars including Tiger Wbods, the 
golfer, and Monica Seles and 
Andre Agassi, the tennis play- 
ers, could be dragged into a 
multi-million pound legal 
battle, it emerged yesterday. 

Trocadero, the British 
leisure group, has threatened to 

sue All Star Cafe, the restaurant 

c hain run by Planet Hollywood 
nnd part-owned by the some of 
the biggest names in the sport- 
ing world. 

It claims that All Star Cafe 
has reneged on an agreement 
to open a new restaurant at its 
flagshi p leisure complex in Lon- 
don’s West End, which was due 
to be completed early this year. 

It is now looking to pursue 
legal action against the restau- 
rant chain in conjunction with 
Burford, the properly group 
that used to own Trocadero. 

Ail Star Cafe denied the 
claims, alleging the site was not 
ready when it wanted to start 
work on the new restaurant It 
has already lined up an 
native site in London, which it 
plans to open tbisyear. 

Trocadero was planning to 
charge £im a year rent to All 
Star Cafe, and stood to receive 
a payment of £14m from Bur 
ford if the deal was completed. 
Investment column, page 22 


By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Shares in Liberty, the luxury de- 
partment store, plunged more 
than 20 per cent yesterday after 
the group warned that profits 
this year would be “substantially 
lower" than market expectations 
and said it would not be paying 
a final dividend to shareholders. 

The 122 -year-old fashion 
retailer, whose Regent Street 
store is among London's most 
famous shopping sites, said 
sales in the year to 31 January 
had been affected by unsea- 
sonable weather and the 
strength of the pound, which cut 
tourist spending. The shares feB 
70p on the news, to 250p. 

Liberty added that increas- 
ing costs together with disap- 
pointing sales had resulted in 
poorer trading profits in each of 
the last six months than during 
the previous year. The decline 
m profits bad worsened signif- 
icantly in January. 

The surprise warning follows 
a bitter, three-month long bat- 
tle for control of the store. 
Elizabeth Stewart-Liberty, a 
family member and sharehold- 
er, req uisi tioned an extraordi- 
nary shareholders meeting in an 
attempt to oust the chairman 
Denis Cassidy and appoint Bri- 


an Myerson and Odile Griffith, 
financial adviser to the Stewart- 
Liberty family, to the board. 

Mr Cassidy was removed 
and its board of directors and 
advisors resigned. Liberty sub- 
sequently pulled out of talks 
with other bidders. The com- 
pany last month named Philip 
Bowman as new chairman, and 
is searching for a m ana gin g 
director and finance director. 

Liberty said it would halt all 
development work on its flagship 
store, although the 'financial 
burden resulting from work al- 
ready completed would contin- 
ue to hit earnings. A £43m plan 
to redesign the store was the fo- 
cus of the boardroom coup. 

“Unfortunately, very sub- 
stantial expenditure has already 
been incurred and regardless of 
decisions ultimately taken ty the 
board further significant costs 
are unavoidable given pre- 
existing commitments,” the 
group added. 

After a £16.6m loss in 1996. 
Liberty returned to profit in 
1997. The group said its prior- 
ity now is to strengthen the 
board by appointing further 
non-executive directors, a man- 
aging director and finance di- 
rector, and completing “a 
ri go r ous evaluation of the com- 
pany's strategic options”. 



Sleepy Kids, which markets 
Budgie the Little Helicopter, 
the Duchess of York’s 
cartoon character, admitted 

yesterday it had flown into 

financial trouble, writes Andrew 
Yates. Sleepy Kids said it 

would make a large loss in 
1997 and would not be able 
to fond development of new 

characters. It is seeking 

funds from shareholders or 
new investors to cover the 
£33m it will cost to produce 
new projects, The 
Disguisables and Tickling 
Funster. If it cannot raise 
any extra finance the group 
could be forced to sell off 
some characters. The 
dares, which have collapsed 
from ll7p in 1994, slumped 
another 4.5p to a low of73p 
yesterday. Budgie safes dried 
up after it was dropped by 
ITVand Fox Children’s 
Network in the US. 


UK-US 
power 
pact by 
unions 

By Michael Harrison 


Unions representing 350,000 
electrfcity workers in Britain and 
the US yesterday forged an 
unprecented transatlantic pact 
which could result in joint co- 
ordination of collective bar- 
gaining and industrial action. 

The move is designed to 
mirror the fast-changing struc- 
ture of the power industry which 
has seen seven of the UK’s 12 
regional electricity companies 
taken oveT by US utilities. An 
eighth. Eastern, is the subject of 
an agreed £4.06bn bid by the 
Oregon-based ParifiCorp. 

The solidarity pact agreed 
at a meeting in Washington of 
union leaders from the two 
countries, is likely to see col- 
lective discussions at parent 
company level of issues affect- 
ing the entire workforce. 

In particular, the British 
unions will advise their US 
counterparts on how to handle 
the liberalisation of the indus- 
try which is now spreading 
across the Atlantic and is like- 
ly to involve similar job cuts to 
Arose witnessed here following 
electricity privatisation. 

Meanwhile, the US unions 
will provide advise to UK 
unions on the employment 
records and policies of the US 
parent companies. Kenneth 
Zinn, North American co- 
ordinator of the International 
Federation of Chemical, Ener- 
gy, Mine and General Workers 
Unions, said industrial action by 
workers in one country in sup- 
port of those employed by the 
same company in another could 
not be ruled oul 

He also indicated there 
would be close liaison over 
terms and conditions of em- 
plqyment. 

“Wben we enter collective 
bargaining negotiations, it is 
useful to know what the posi- 
tion is with workers in other 
parts of the business.” 


Time for Lower Factory Prices 
and the Best Showroom Service 


We cut out the mfcMaman 

We seD to you direct because. utb no 
middleman. It means fewer prices fer you. 
Our twn showroom staff who specialise only 
in fC systems sene you d&ecdj and can gve 
you belter advice to enable you to select the 
right system. 

We desk?! our PCs to be 
future-proof 

We make aS the PCS *e sefl In Brtain and 
eanbmporate die fanes PC technology to 
gheyau better specifications. Systems are 
designed m be easily upgradeable so tha 
they wfll 0 ov with you and not became 
outdated. 

Try before you buy 

Vteii your local showroom andtal* a doser 
look at the qoafty and performance of our 
systems. Pfck-up our PC Buyer’s Guide and 
speak to ow staff who wfl give sound 
specialist advioe. In Jargon- free pbta engUsh. 

We get you started 

Out PCs arepre-conSgved and ready far use 
rth preloaded software. Sknply plug to and 
swfeh on. Our unique 90 mbuteVHS video 
trainer and user guide cows all aspects d 
noanal PC usage and you can wfldi it and 
lean tan It at your oan pace and a toes 
c o nven i ent to you. 

10 years of sendee and 
support 

Our service is also dbed and we bare been 
serving customers far over 10 years. Who dee 
can provide the best sereloe but the people 
who deSpiei and buffi jour PC Odi store 
has trained technicians and an In-store 
sovice centre In addition to direct hodne 

telephone s^rpest. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence vtA complete peace of 
mind We believe our products, services and 
prices represent the best value in the UK. If 
you arc not happy far whaerer reason, you 
can return your PC to ns wfthbi Mrbysfara 
fuE refund exdudng delivery costs. 
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De La Rue: At a glance 

Market value: £682m, share price 270p (-92.5p) 

Turnover (£bn) 593 747 764 768 

Earnings per share (p) 49.9 55.1 50.5 35.0 29.9 

Divisional breakdown 

Cash systems 
47% 



Secure paper and print , 
36%-—— ! 


Share price 

Oe La Rue againstthe FT Ml Share, pence 
160 


Transaction 
36% 





1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Da La Rue can 
hardly get worse 

THERE IS a certain symmetry about 
Jeremy Marshall's tenure as chief ex- 
ecutive of De La Rue. When he took 
charge of the presses at the banknote 
and cash handling group, the share 
price was about 30Op. For the first five 
years of his tenure, De La Rue rode a 
booming market as the new democra- 
cies of eastern Europe printed new 
banknotes. At their peak, De La Rue 
shares hit l05Gp, and Mr Marshall 
seized the opportunity to use that ex- 
pensive paper to pay over the odds for 
Portals, the papermaker. 

Though that deal eventually stacked 
up, De La Rue never really recovered. 
Increased competition in the tradi- 
tionally cosy banknote market and an 
unfortunate habit of promising too 
much and delivering less meant that, in 
just three years, Mr Marshall signed his 
name to no less than four profit warn- 
ings and watched the share price slump 
back down to where it was when he 
started. Yesterday’s warning, which 
dumped the shares down a quarter at 
269p, proved too much and Mr Marshall 
"retires’* two years ahead of schedule. 

Replacing the man at the top is rarely 
the solution to the problem, even though 
chairman Brandon Gough, the Surrey- 
based Yorkshire Water chairman wbo is 
taking charge until a replacement is 
found, should be able restore an dement 
of credibility to De La Rue’s dealings with 
the City. Yesterday, he made all the right 
noises about getting rid of non-core busi- 
nesses, investing for expansion and im- 
proving efficiency. But the real question 
is whether De La Rue’s mar gins have 
been sufficiently eroded that it is now in 
line with the rest of the industry. 

Judging by yesterday's statement, it’s 
hard to see bow much worse it can get. 
Operating profits for the year to March 
will be £602>m - down a third on last 
year. De La Rue blames the strong 
pound, the Asian crisis and an absence 
of one-off banknote printing contracts 
for the shortfalL Henderson Gostbwaite 
forecasts that pre-tax profits wfll be £90m 
this year, though they will fall to£725m 
in 1999 due to a fall in profits from 50 
per cent owned printing machine group 
De La Rue Giori. After that, the in- 
troduction of the Euro will mean a huge 
demand boast for banknote printing and 
cash handling machines - but will that 
just prove another cyclical blip? 

It’s bard to see the share price slip- 
ping much further. Even taking the low 
point in 1999, the shares trade on a for- 


ward multiple of 11 and are currently 
valued at less than net assets. Even so. 
future disappointment cannot be ruled 
out. Only for the brave. 

Noddy could 
save Trocadero 

CYNICAL observers suggest that 
Trocadero, the AIM-quoted stock which 
is looking fora new tide, should be called 
"Troubled Troc". the name that seems 
to preface any article about the group. 

Segaworid, the hi-tech amusement 
arcade that was meant to transform the 
giant leisure complex in London’s 
West End, has flopped. Losses of 
£3 1.6m last year show just how badly 
things have gone awry. But the figures 
contain a host of write-offs aimed at 
laying the ghost of the past, and there 


are signs that Trocadero is about to pull 
itself out of trouble. 

The group's new management, led 
by John Conlan and Nicklamblyn, the 
dynamic duo which built up First 
Leisure, have already started to reshape 
the business. Trocadero has managed to 
persuade its notoriously difficult Japan- 
ese partners to scrap entry fees. Next 
come new bars and restaurants to try 
and entice the millions that have tra- 
ditionally hurried past the site. Sega- 
worid will still struggle to break even this 
year but the reforms are working and, 
at the very least, the siteshould no longer 
act as a significant drain on earnings. 

Segaworld's problems have also 
obscured the group's bidden gem. It 
owns the publishing and film rights to 
the Enid Biyton estate and has huge 
potential to exploit characters like 
Noddy and the Famous Five, a process 
that has only just begun. 

Analysts forecast 1998 profits of 
£3m-£4m. But that figure is in itself 


meaningless. At the moment Trocadero 
is effectively a cash shell. Most of its 
net assets of £70m, equivalent to I4p 
a share, are made up of money it has 
in the bank or due to receive from prop- 
erty sales. And that figure does act in- 
clude the value of the Enid Biyton 
rights, which must be worth well in ex- 
cess of the 4.75p a share that the cur- 
rent price of 18.75p implies. Throw in 
a recently acquired bar business, Much 
has great promise, and the shares be- 
gin to look veiy cheap. 

Brown & Jackson 
settles down 

BROWN & Jackson's history has been 
such a disaster that investors must have 
wondered whether fortunes of the 
Poundstrelcher discount stores group 
would ever take a turn for the good. But 
in the three years since Pepkor, the South 
African group, acquired a dominant 
stake it bas started to look more stable. 

With Pepkor now holding 70 per 
cent and one institution another 10 per 
cent, the stock is tightly held and the 
shares have quadrupled in the last year. 
They edged 3p higher to 47p yesterday 
on a sharp jump in half-year profits 
from £5 .7m to £13.2m. The company 
is now forecast to make its first full-year 
profit since 1992. 

Much of the credit here must go to 
Brown & Jackson’s South African man- 
agement team, whose shrewd approach 
is starring to pay off. At Poundstretch- 
er, the mnin discount chain, like-for-like 
sales fell by 3.2 percent, though this was 
expected after changes to the sales mix. 
The average selling price per item in- 
creased as did the average spend per cus- 
tomer, though management still plans 
to keep Poundstrelcher at the “value” 
end of the market 

ftxindstrefcher’s profits increased by 
433 per cent in the period and the com- 
pany's two acquisitions of last year, 
WEW and Your More Store, are only 
starting to contribute. The two discount 
chains made £5m in the three months 
in which they were part of the group. 

No more acquisitions are expected, 
so the immediate future will see man- 
agement continue to work at improving 
the performance of its existing portfo- 
lio. Peel Hunt is now forecasting full-year 
profits of£5m which puls the shares on 
a forward rating of 14. If management 
continues to deliver earnings growth that 
could look good value. Bui the compa- 
ny’s volatile record urges caution. After 
a good run the shares are a hold. 


Sharp drop in profits' 
at Glaxo worries 
SmithKIine investors 


By Andrew Tates 


GEAXCtWELLCOME, in the 
midst of negotiating a merger 
with SmithKIine Beecbam to 
create the largest drugs com- 
pany in the world, yesterday dis- 
appointed the market with a 9 
per cent fall in 1997 pre-tax 
profits to £168bn- Its shares 
slipped 21p to 1945p. 

A dramatic fall in sales of 
Zantac, its leading ulcer treat- 
ment, higher than expected 
costs of marketing its drugs in 
the US and the effect of the 
strong pound were to blame for 
the fall in profits. 

Some analysts and institu- 
tions seized on the figures as 
pointing to the real reason why 
Glaxo is seeking a merger with 
SmithKIine. 

One industry analyst said.* “It 
is easier to see now why Glaxo 
was so keen to step in and forge 
a deal with SmithKIine instead 
of allowing it to team up with 
American Home Products." 

“This deal is all about pre- 
venting earnings falling in years 
to come.” 


“Drag? companies will be 
forced to spend more on getting 
drugs and marketing them in 
the future," said one of Glaxo’s 
insti tutional shareholders. 

Several shareholders in 
SmithKIine also raised con- 
cerns about (Saxo owning 59.5 
percent of themeiged company 
given the Min profits and con- 
cerns about its ability to replace 


Zantac. Glaxo refused to com- 
ment on whether it was rene- 
gotiating the terms of the deaL 

Glaxo hired 700 more sales 
staff in the US and launched an 
advertising campaign to im- 
prove drug sales but that led to 
trading margins falling by more 
than two percentage points to 
35.4 per cent. The dregs giant 
admitted that it would struggle 
to see 40 per cent-plus margins 
it enjoyed when Zantac sales 
were at their peak. 

Sales of the ulcer drug, 
which has been the best selling 
drus of all time, fell by more 


patent in the US last July. Since 
then, 10 competitors have en- 
tered the market, and sales are 


due to drop SO per cent by ibis 

summer. - 

.Nevertheless. Sir Richard 
Sykes, thegroup’s chairman, m- 
asted the results were f toe 
with forecasts. He sard: We 
have delivered on our promises 
and this’ is a robust perfor- ^ 
manceT 

Glaxo also signalled that 
thousands of workers attbe two 
drugs groups face weeks of un- 
certainty before they learn then 
fate. 

Unions are calling on Glaxo 
to talk about a cost-cutting 
programme that could lead to 
10,000 job losses around the 
world. Sir Richard said yester- 
day: “We have nothing to say to 
anybody at this point.” Details 
of the deal are due to be an- 
nounced in early March. 

• Glaxo admitted it was still 
embroiled in a dispute with tax 
authorities about liabilities aris- 
ing from the transfer of fundsjf , 
between different countries. 
Although it is moving close to 
an agreement in the UK. the 
case in the US could hang over 
the merged group. 


New customers boost 
Provident Financial results 


By Andrew Verity 


PROVIDENT Financial, the 
door-to-door lender and insur- 
er. yesterday posted a 15 per 
cent profits rise following a 
jump of 7 per cent in the num- 
ber of new customers. 

The company charges £59 
for every £100 it lends in ex- 
change for flexible repayments 
tbar can be reduced of put off 
It now services 1.4 million cus- 
tomers. SO per cent of whom live 
on council estates and take out 
loans worth less than £200. 

The group said business bad 
boomed after it stepped up the 
number of agents by 388 to 
10.260. 


The company also reported 
its insurance wing bad become 
more profitable after it stepped 
back from the cut-throat motor 
insurance market. 

Howard Bell, chief executive, 
said: “We’ve taken a totally dif- 
ferent strategy to the rest of the 
insurance industry in that we are 
pricing for margin, not volumes.” 
The number of customers 
dropped by 118,000 to 477,000 
during the year, but profits rose 
by 30 per cent to £13.7m. 

Mr Bell said volumes were 
now coming back because rival 
insurers could no longer sustain 
such slim margins. 

The home service market, 
under which payments are col- 


lected by a weekly visit from an 
agent, bas seen Prudential 
abandon die market on grounds 
of cost. Other players, such as 
London & Manchester and 
Pearl Assurance* have scaled 
back their operations. - 

Shares in the group closed 
up 13p at 918p after the com- 
pany said it would spend £94m 
on a return of capital to share- 
holders. Last May. the shares 
stood at just 585p. 

The company promised in 
May to buy back 17 million 
shares. It was then forced to 
stop the programme when the 
shares shot up in price. In- 
stead, it w ill pay a dividend of 
35p per share. 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WDEPEfcJDENT 

£10 Conran lunch 


The independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London's top restaurants throughout February for £S9 


Until Saturday February 28th, the following establishments are offering readers a 
two course lunch or early evening supper for just £10 per person. 

Howto Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de (a Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 
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! THE INDEPENDENT 


INDE£|NpENT : 

! Valid between Sarurrlay February Hth and Friday February 20th : 


Name_ 


The Independent offer -is available at the 
following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 Kxig's Road London, SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Cafe The Design Museum. 28 Shad Thames, London, SEl 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch I2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6 pan -7pm" 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames, London, SEl 2YE 
0171 403 8403 

Lunch I2noon - 3pm. early evening supper opm -7pm 
Mezzo 1 00 Wardour Street, London. WiV 3LE 

0171 3144000 

Lunch 1 2noon- 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 
closed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 1 2pm - 4pm 

Quaglino's 16 Bury Street Stjames's. London, SWIY6AL 
0171930 6767 

Lunch 1 2nocn - 3pm. early evening supper 5.30pm - b.30pm 


j Address. 

i 


i 




f 



Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street London. WIR7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu is avaSabte between (2noon and 7pm 
between Monday and Wednesday the offer <s extended until ! I pm* 

The offer is available 7 days a week at ail six restaurants 
* Oosed bom £pm on Sunday Ofer not mriabte after bpm on Februvy 1 4 


Singer out of race 
for Guinness Mahon 


By Lea Paterson 


SINGER & Friedlander, the 
UK in vestment bank, has pulled 
out of the race to buy Guinness 
Mahon, the investment bank 
pul up for sale by the Bank of 
Yokohama, its Japanese parent, 
Last month. 

Singer & Friedlander had 
been tipped as a leading con- 
tender for Guinness Mahon, 
one of the oldest names in 
British investment banking. 

Yesterday it appeared that 
Guinness Mahon - which has 
had a presence in London since 
the 1 870s - would remain under 
foreign ownership. A leading 
South African bank, possibly In- 
vestec or Nedcor, is rumoured 
to be the prime contender. 

Sources close to the talks 
said that further bidders could 
still emerge as Guinness Mabon 
has yet to complete a series of 
roadshows to potential buyers. 
The Guinness Mahon group is 
unlikely to be broken up prior 
to the sale, the sources added. 

At the time of the sale an- 
nouncement. Guinness Mahon 


executives expressed a desire to 
keep the group together. 

As well as the Guinness Ma- 
hon investment bank, the Guin- 
ness Mahon grou p owns 
Henderson Crostbwaite, the 
City broker, and 44 per cent of 
Guinness Flight Hambro Asset 
Management/a joint venture 
with Hambros, a rival bank. 

The Guinness Mahon sale 
process could be wrapped up in 
less than four weeks, sources 
said yesterday, and the banking 
group is expected to fetch 
between £75m and £100ra. 

Guinness Mahon was put up 
for sale after the Bank of Yoko- 
hama (,BoY), which took control 
of the UK bank in 1991, decid- 
ed to focus on its domestic 
business after a strategic review. 

BoY is said to have inj&ned 
more than £200ra into Guinness 
Mahon after the bank ran into 
difficulties in the late 1980s and 
Lhe early 1990s. But a combi- 
nation of the BoY funds and the 
stewardship of David Fbtter, the 
bank's chief executive, managed 
to restore the financial health 
of the bank. 


Fund managers to be barred 
from chairing client trusts 


By Andrew Verity 


FUND MANAGERS will be 
blocked from chairing the boards 
of client investment trusts, in a 
big reform of corpora ic gover- 
nance being pushed through by 
the industry's trade body. 

The Association of Invest- 
ment Trust Companies yesterday 
said new guidance meant trusts' 
boards would be supervised hy 
an independent chairman. 

Until now, the AITC has 
only insisted that a majority of 
the directors of an investment 
trust company are indepen- 
dent. The chairman, who plays 
a key role in deciding who to 
pick as a fund manager, will now 
have to be completely inde- 
pendent of that fund manager. 

Michael Hart, the chairman 
of the AITC said; “I think the in- 


dustry accepts that is not suitable 
for the chairman to be connect- 
ed to the investment manager.” 

Investment trusts had come 
under sharp criticism from the i 
City for allowing employees of a i 

hind manager to sit on the board. ' 

Foreign & Colonial this week 
said none of its fund managers 
would be allowed to sit on in- 
vestment trust boards. The move 
fallowed the ousting of the 
board of the Brazilian Smaller 
Companies Investment Trust. 
Mr Hart had been chairman of 
the (rust at the same time as he 
was chairman of the fund man- 
ager. Foreign & Colonial. 

Henderson Investors, the 
biggest investment trust manag- 
er. still has employees on the 
boards of some trusts, as do 
Fleming.' Edinburgh Fund Man- 
a&irs. Baillie Gifford and Invesco. 


Regulator wants tougher 
rules on multi-utilities 

IAN BYATT, the water industry regulator, has called for tougher 
rules over multi-utility companies to protect customers. He told 
industry executives that water companies which were incorpo4[ 
rated into bigger multi-utility empires should maintain separate 
boards which included executive and non-executive directors. Mr 
Byatt said prices paid by regulated water operations to other busi- 
nesses within these larger groups should be based on market rates. 
Customer committees in the water industry should also work more 
closely with those in other utility sectors such as electricity. 

US trade deficit grows 

THE US trade deficit rose last year to its highest level in nin e 
years after a surprisingly large 243 per cent increase in December 
to $10.79bn (£638bn). Wall Street economists had expected De- 
cember’s deficit to be only $8.7bn and news of the larger-than- 
expected shortfall put pressure on the dollar as dealers saw even 
bigger trade gaps this year due to Asia’s economic crisis. 

Homes selling quickly ^ 

THE HOUSING market is going from strength to strength with ' 
homes taking an average of just 11 weeks to sell, according to a 
survey by Black Horse Agencies. Almost half the propertied put 
on toe market are sold m six weeks or less with one in 20 selling 
in the first seven days the report revealed. It said sales were at 
foe fastestrate since the group first produced its home report in 
August 1995, with the average time three weeks shorter than a 
year ago. The fastest location for sales is in south-east England 
at seven weeks, while north west England is the slowest at 17 weeks. 

Six-day German banking 

£ ^^I^K COUrl v, haS ro «. ,cd tbat Deutsc he Bank can continue 
* on Saturdays in a decision that could prove 

a fii^ step ton^relaxmg the regulations governing German bant 

mg hours. The ruling by a Cologne employment court will allow 

r ktfgeSl bank , t0 Serve corners six days a week atS 
52?“* T^V n ,arge ^rmarkets. Deutsche safd I 
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Siebe buys smoke alarm firm * 
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Diageo hits peak amid talk of sale by Arnault 



MARKET REPORT r*. 

URX P^rnard Arnault, the com- 

??*"* FrCnch lycoon - « said 
£ have his taste for 
"•ageo, the £2*bn drinks 
&ant created by the mercer of 
Grand Metropolitan and 
uuinness. 

, D »ageo shares rose 

HPDCV Dais .7 ptoa615p peak rumours 

UfcKfcK. PAIN swirled that Mr Arnault had 

unloaded pan of bis 1] per 
cent stake. 

LVMH luxury goods 
group is thought to be short 
of cash. The realisation of all, 
or at least part, of bis inter- 
est could be a solution to any 
financial problems. 

Stockbroker Greig Mid- 
<ueton has drawn attention to 
the Arnault discomfort. Its 
analysts, Tony Cooper and 
Martin Hawkins, have sug- 
gested LVMH could be a ca- 
sualty of the Asian crisis and 
must also be feeling the im- 
pact of the “extravagant"’ ac- 
quisition of a duty-free group 
which, “coupled with Ar- 
nault's expensive share buy- 
ing antics to try and influence 


the course of the Diageo 
merger must now constitute 
a threat to his strategy and 
very survival”. 

They say the sale of the 
LVMH stake looks likely 
“as the financing pressures 
mount”. The LVMH over- 
hang is regarded ns a drag on 
the Diageo price. 

Yesterday's rumours sug- 
gested Mr Arnault, who 
strongly opposed the creation 
of Diageo, had started the un- 
scrambling process in Paris. It 
was unclear whether he had 
actually placed shares. One 
stoiy was that be had sold 
warrants on the shares. 

The 11 per cent stake 
would command a value of 
around £2.5bn. With fund 
managers short of quality 
shares it would not be too dif- 
ficult a placing. However, if 
the present rumours are 
correct it seems Mr Arnault 
has decided to whittle away 
his stake. 

The Arnault companies 
this week drew attention to 


their Diageo involvement, 
which is spread over seven 
companies as well as Mr 
Arnault and his family. 

Blue chips’ record-break- 
ing run came to a gentle end 
wu Footsie, after reaching a 
trading peak, ending 4.9 
points lower at 5,718.5. Nag- 
ging fears of higher interest 
rates and an unsettled New 
York overshadowed yet 
another round of takeover 
speculation. 

Norwich Union was high 
on the bid strike list. The 
shares climbed 18p to a 487p 
closing peak after touching 
500p. The progress under- 
lined the suspicion that in- 
surances will be at Lhe 
forefront of the round of 
money mergers the stock 
market is so confidently pre- 
dicting. 

Royal & Sun Alliance rose 
15p to 755p and even the 
seemingly bid-proof Son Life 
& Provincial, where French 
interests have control, 
jumped 25.75p to 580.75p. 


Some other recent high-flyers 
paused for breath. 

Somerfield duly rolled out 
its bid for Kwik Save and im- 
mediately provoked stories of 
counter-bids. In busy trading 
Somerfield jumped 38p to 
299p and Kwik Save put on 
44 Jp to M3-5p - not bad for 
two groups which claimed to 
be involved in a “nil premium” 
merger. A German interven- 
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ti nn w3s the favourite option- 
Asda. at one time seemingly 
keen on Somerfield, is now 
though! to be renewing itsin- 
terest in struggling Safeway, 
expected to produce another 
profits warning next week. As 
Safeway fell ll-5p to 360-5p, 
Asda rose 3-5p to 199p. 

Wm Morrison, the super- 
market chain, gave upJ7-5p to 
249p after cautious com m e nts 
from Credit Lyonnais Laing. 

BT, at one time up l4p at 
614p, ended 4p off at 596p. At 
their best the shares had 
added 24p following the in- 
vestment dinner arranged by 
Henderson Crosthwalte. 
Jarvis, the rail maintenance 
group, continued to respond 
to presentations in Scotland, 
gaining a further 20-5p to 
549-5p. 

British Aerospace, on its 
figures, ended l8p higher at 
l,848p; Glaxo Wellcome re- 
sponded to its results with a 
21p fall to l,924p. 

Da La Rue, the security 
printer, crashed 92_5p (after 


129p) to 270p following a 

fburli profit wamtag. Thc 
shares were more than UW 
three years ago. , 

Other profit warnings 
taking their toll included 
Liberty, the stores group 

noted for an acrimonious con- 

ftontation when family influ- 
ences ousted the executive 
directors, which slumped 70p 
to 250p, and ABI Leisure, 
once riding at 124p. off 4.5p to 
lL5p. Sleepy Kids, the char- 
acter merchandiser, dropped 
4jp to 7-5p after warning of 

a loss and Jetting it be known 
it needs mote cash. 

How, an engineer, hard- 
ened 24p to 10O5p, on a bid 
approach; British Dredging, 
where takeover action looms, 
edged ahead 5p to 16S.5p. 
Biggest shareholder and sns- . 
pected bidder is Grafton, a 
Dublin-based builders mer- 
chant. It has nearly 30 per 
cent. RMC has 8.9 per cent 
and could exercise a right to 
buy 50 per cent in a joint ven- 
ture it runs with Dredging. 
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network group, raised £3m. 


stoddirelcer Greig Middleton 
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could produce profits 
of£17m nexty*®® 

Ahead of today’s shareholders' 


forward 3-5p to 414p- 
Stockbroker panmure Gordon 

has a 480p target for the 

botds and pobs drain which, 

in some quarters, is seen as a 
miww eer candidate. 
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Training subsidy cuts ‘will hamper business on skills’ 


By MMt Rod da 


THE GOVERNMENT has 
been warned that cutting train- 
ing subsidies could hamper busi- 
nesses’ efforts to increase 
workers' skills. Industry raised 
concerns after ministers decided 
to cut the budget for vocational 
teaming in schemes run at work 


under franchise agreements with 
further education colleges. 

Pressure from business 
mounted after evidence was 
given to the House of Commons 
Select Committee on Education 
on Wednesday. The subsidy for 
courses run on employers’ 
premises win be cut by 25 per cent 
from August. 


The move could end up cost- 
ing finis around £2Qm if they pay 
for the training the Government 
would have funded. Companies 
that train through f ranchising 
agreements wife colleges cur- 
rently get 75 percent of the cost 
paid for by the Government 
Chris Ripper, chairman of the 
'Earning ftinel of the Brewery and 


licensed Retail Association, said 
subsidies helped persuade firms 
that they could afford training. 

He cfid not know bow the cut 
would affect his company, Scot- 
tish and Newcastle Retail but was 
concerned that it could alter the 
way training was carried ouL 

H said the move could ham- 
per uie Government’s efforts to 


encourage people to learn 
throughout their lives, he said. 
Com pani es would come under 


paraw&v uj ^i;*^*^* — 

qualifications run with colleges. 

A Department of Education 
and Employment spokeswoman 
said ministers wanted to reach 
a better balance of responsibil- 
ity for training with employers. 


Virtual car sales 
hit superhighway 



By Chris Godsnarfc 

Business Correspondent 

THE UK’s first interactive car 
showroom on the internet will 
be launched to the motor in- 
dustry next week, a move which 
could hasten the consolidation 
of traditional dealership chains. 

Emap, which publishes three 
leading car magazines. Car, 
Classic Cars and Performance 
Car, is marketing the venture, 
which was developed with in- 
dustry consultants Quadrangle. 
For the first time British-based 
internet surfers can customise 
their cars on screen, changing 
colours, interiors and wheel 
trims. 

The Car World website run 
by Emap is already proving al- 
most as popular as the maga- 
zines themselves. About 
100.000 people are thought to 
visit the site each month, com- 
pared with Gar Magazine’s sales 
of around 120,000. 

Jay Nagley from Quadrangle 
said at least six manufacturers 
were likely to use the site this 
year as an alternative tool to 


p 1 Address ://wvv.gr^ck.com/oar/ftevindex.htfY> 


help boost sales. A leading 
European car maker has also 
signed a deal to use the website 
as part of its launch plans for a 
new model in the summer. 

“The difference with the in- 
teractive showroom is that 
people can see cars in lots of dif- 
ferent configurations, whereas 
dealers can't hope to have all 
those permutations in the show- 
room,” said Mr Nagley. 

The interactive showroom 
also enables potential buyers to 
input preferences such as the 
price or performance of the car, 
listing and comparing models 
from rival manufacturers. The 
software can then connect users 
to the car makers’ own websites 
for dealers' addresses or order 
test-drives. 

Mr Nagley believes that in 
the short-term internet show- 
rooms will help dealers to cut 
costs, reducing the time they 
spend marketing cars to cus- 
tomers. At the moment EU 
rules prevent customers from 
ordering cars through the in- 
ternet, giving dealers exclusive 
retailing rights. 
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Welcome to the Interactive Stooge 


For the first time British-based internet surfers can customise their cars on screen 


Think-tank backs Brown’s spending caution 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

CLAIMS that Gordon Brown 
is building a “war chest” to 
spend ahead of the next general 
election are wide of the mark, 
according to a leading inde- 
pendent think-tank. 

The Government’s borrow- 
ing requirement varies so much 
over the economic cycle that 
even apparently low levels of 


borrowing do not mean there is 
room for tax aits or additional 
spending, the Institute for Fis- 
cal Studies said yesterday. 

The IPS said Treasury re- 
search showed that higher or 
lower than expected economic 
growth explained much of the 
average error of £8bn in 
forecasting the annual public 
sector borrowing requirement 
(PSBR). 

Researchers found that a 


consumer-led boom such as 
the current one flattered the 
public finances more than an ex- 
port-led boom on the same 
scale. Equally, the PSBR will de- 
teriorate foster if consumer 
spending dominates the slow- 
down in growth. 

The results provide wel- 
come support for the Chancel- 
lor's insistence that prudent 
management of the nation's 
finances is essential despite the 


huge pressures for additional 
spending on front-line public 
services. 

However, the IPS said pres- 
sure for higher public expendi- 
ture would make it difficult to 
pay for tax cuts in future. IFS 
economists Christopher Giles 
and John Hall concluded that 
the projected decline in the 
share of government spending 
in the economy in Treasury 
forecasts was “ inconsistent with 


the current Government's aim 
of meeting the public’s de- 
mands for decent public services 
by improving the quality and 
level of provision.” 

The Government will in the 
future face a tough decision be- 
tween limiting the growth in 
spending on health, education 
and social security or accepting 
that the size of government 
will once again grow as a share 
of GDP. 
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ington embassy, and before 
Secretary of State for Energy s office, 
to you, Mr Sklaroff- 



WHILE Chancellor Helmut K5hl was en- 
joying the freedom of the City of London tins 
week, his youngest son, Peter, appeared to 
have made use of his freedom to leave it. 

Peter, aged 33. has been working as an in- 
vestment banker in London for five years. But 
he suddenly left his former employer last 
month without notifying colleagues of a new 
career path. 

Staff at the London branch of Salomon 
Brothers, the American investment bank, said 
the German Chancellor’s son had left with- 
out leaving any forwarding address. 

Peter has spent most of his youth outside 
Germany. He trained at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in Boston before be- 
fore moving to work as a junior associate at 
the London branch of Credit Suisse First 
Boston. 

After a lucrative three yeais in corporate 
finance, he became close to a beautiful 
Turkish hanker four years his junior, BffScoai, 
the daughter of a Muslim businessman from 
Istanbul. According to some reports, Peter is 
expected to many Miss Sozen shortiy- 

Bespectacled, but much shorter and 
thinn er than his father, Peter is determined 
to avoid bang seen as the young Helmut Kohl. 
A former colleague said: “He always kept him- 
self to himself and definitely didn’t want to 
be seen just as the son of his father. We left 
him alone because he dearly wanted to live 
life as himself.” 

THE DTI has got a new director of commu- 
nications, in the shape of Stephen Sklaroft 
Let's hope the former Washington embassy 
staffer has a jollier lime of it than his prede- 
cessor, Jean Caines. 

Apparently, Ms Caines did not enjoy the 
warmest of working relationships with a 
□umber of New Labour ministers, including 
Nigel Griffiths. According to Whitehall 
gossip. Mr Griffiths and Ms Caines had a bit 
of a misunderstanding. He felt she was not 
as pro-active as she might have been in 
warning him of nasty articles about to appear 
about him in the press. All very unfair. 

Anyway, Mr Sklaroft 39. already has five 
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has joined Coutts to spearhead its 
in Wes and the West ^England 
of the 1973 -Barbarians victory over the 
Blacks has been appointed* dir^r rn^e 

Cardiff office of theNatWsst-ownedpnvate 

^Gareth’s main job wffl be to advi *^ 
Cardiff branch.on its customer base m waies. 
With any luck he will also find time to pop 
over the River Severn now and again to v«H 
Coutts’ other expanding branches ^in Bnst I 
and Bath, both keen rugby-following cities. 

IS THIS the death of an Eighties icon or its 
resurrection? Fiiofax, the maker of tbe per- 
sonal organiser, said yesterday it is in “ten- 
tative discussions” with a number of parties 
about selling the whole or part of the group, 
strategic allianc es and joint ventures. 

The company made the statement fol- 
lowing a rise in its share price in recent days. 
'Yesterday's announcement helped to spur the 
shares higher, dosing 20p up at 184.5p. 

Robin Held, chief executive of FUofax, said 
talks are at a “very preliminary stage" and that 
further announcements would be made “as 
and when appropriate". 

. The company made the statement in re- 
sponse to a recent rise in its share price. After 
a profits warning in 1996 and flat interims in 
1997, perhaps some predators smell blood? 
The company is keeping all options open at 
the moment It said it “continues to examine 
all strategic opportunities to exploit its pn> 
eminent brand name, its fast growing distri- 
bution strength and strong cash generation 
in order to maximise shareholder value”. 

Perhaps Mr Held will just have to wait 
around for an Eighties revival to get sales 
growing again. 

BANKERS TRUST has made a very shrewd 
appointment, I think, by hiring A!an Ramsay, 
former head of auvefllance at the Securities aid 
Futures Authority (SFA) as managing director 
and head of compliance for Europe and Asia. 

Bankers Thist is well known for its ag- 
gressive trading strategies and innovative use 
of derivatives, so risk management is the name 
of the game. Having someone of Mr Ram- 
say s background keeping a beady eye on 
things should help prevent it from “doing a 
Barings'* or similar. 

No doubt Mr Ramsay is getting paid a bet- 
ter whack than his former FSA colleagues wbo 
have gone off to join Howard Davies’s giant 
new regulator, the Financial Services Authority 
(FSA). Or perhaps Mr Ramsay just didn’t 
fancy the daily commute to London's Dock- 
lands . Whatever, Bankets Trust has worldwide 
assets of $I40bn, $320bn in assets under man- 
agement and $2 trillion in assets under cus- 
tody. Plenty for Mr Ramsay to keep under 
surveillance. • 
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Sharpical may miss Champion 



By John Cobb 


™^ SE «T terS Who w=r c 

quick off the mark ir* w . 
Sharpical, last Saturdays Tof 
Gold Trophy winner, for'ih! 
Champion Hurdle raav have 
cause to rue their alacrity. The 
sn-year-old has had a seth.-L 

%*%***«•*«£ 

ter displaying a One burst of 
*«ed to beat Kerawi in the 
Newbury race on Saturday i n 
a year m which only Dato Star 

and .i^? raq w on recoe 
nised Champion trials with au 
thonty, Sharpical looked a 
tempting alternative to at least 

reach a place at Cheltenham 

Hk trainer, Nick Henderson, 
said last night; ‘'Sharpical i s 
never a horse who comes back 
from his races well, rm going 


10 We with mv vcl 

<wii Im? 1 1 ran sa>l 31 p rcseni - 
ltH y° u more tomorrow.*' 

Also under the weather is 
Kam.ka^, who had been sec. 
p- . a rite for tomorrow's 
h ‘T at Newcastle. He 
JJ us been forced to miss the race 
to a poor blood count. “It's 
^appointing because he has 
b«n unlucky." his trainer, Kim 
& ~ y ' said, referring with some 
understatement to the greys dc- 
feai at Uttoxter last time when 
n<- unseated his rider two fences 
out with the race at his mercy. 

in Kamikaze’s absence the 
Eider favourite. Linden's Lot- 
to, has been shortened to 4-1, 


from 5-1, by William HilL He is 
attempting to brighten the for- 
tunes of his trainer, Gordon 
Richards, who has his own pre- 
Cheltenham tale of woe. 

The Grey Monk, Richards’s 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Ericolin 

(Fakenham 2.00) 

NB: Luv-U-Frank 
(Fakenham 230) 

best horse, is still not sparkling 
and will not be able to have an 
outing before die Gold Cup. His 
campaign this season has been 
restricted to just one run. 
"He’s usually a cocky horse. 


but he just hasn’t come out 
cocky for a while now,* 1 Rich- 
ards said. “He isn’t coughing or 
anything but he needs to come 
right. If he doesn’t then I 
wouldn't run him at Chel- 
tenham; that would be bad 
training. We've got a really good 
horse here but he’s not a good 
horse at the moment” 

The Grey Monk has already 
missed intended targets in the 
Hennessy Gold Cup at Leop- 
ardstown and Peter Marsh 
Chase at Haydock. The Green- 
alls Gold Cup at the Lancashire 
track next Saturday had been 
petrolled in for his return but he, 
along with feDow Gold Cup 


hope Suny Bay, will not be 
ready to make the line-up. The 
pair have been drifting in Gold 
Cup betting during their absence 
from the track and, after being 
both on offer at 6-1 a month ago, 
are now available at 9-1 (The 
Grey Monk, Coral) and 12-1 
(Suny Bay. William Hill). 

Apart from Linden’s Lotto, 
whom Richards has trans- 
formed since taking him over at 
the start of the season, the 
Greystoke stable bas another 
pair of runners at Newcastle to- 
morrow that could be crucial to 
the yard’s success this season. 

“Edelweiss Du Moulin runs 
in the novice chase. He has to 


Dawsons warned off for 10 years over Classic Gold venture 


TT1E owners Ron and Tim 
Dawson were yesterday warned 
off for 10 years by the Jockey 
Club. The father and son were 
found guilty of a suing of of- 
fences by the Clubs Disriplinaty 


Committee relating to their 
racehorse investment venture 
scheme Classic Gold. 

The Dawsons were de- 
scribed as “showing a blatant 
disregard for investors in Clas- 


sic Gold,” and damaging “the 
good name of racing” and were 
adjudged to have “deliberate- 
ly attempted to mislead" the 
Jockey Club. 

The trainer Ian Campbell, 


who bouses five horses named 
in the Jockey Chib inquiry at the 
Newmarket Stables owned by 
the Dawsons, was fined £750 af- 
ter admitting being in breach of 
rules relating to making entries. 


give weight away but he’s got a 
bit of class. After that he’ll go 
for the Arkle. 

“We're running Addington 
Boy in a handicap hurdle on the 
same card He’s definitely going 

for the Gold Cup and this is just 

to help with his fitness. He 
won’t win but there’s just not a 
suitable chase for him. He ran 
too freely at Cheltenham [when 
fifth to See More Business] and 
just ran himself into the ground. 

Among Addington Boy’s ri- 
vals at Newcastle is another 
chaser that started the season 
with Gold Cup aspirations. 
Sparky Gayle. He needs to ac- 
quit hims elf well to justify a re- 
turn to the larger obstacles for 
the Mfldmay of Flete Chase at 
the Festival. 

Eider Chase betting 

Coral WUaraHB 


Linden's Lotto 


S-1 


Indian Arrow 


4-1 

6-1 


6-1 


Domains De Pron 


7-1 


81 WeWon rat rway 9-1 


Stonrttraetar 


10-1 


Sandown 


1*45 Mountain Storm 
230 Stormy Passage 
230 Upgrade 
335 Inchcailtoch 


7-1 

61 

11-1 

10-1 


2.50 


HYPERION 

3.55 Royal Action 
430 Spring Gale 
5.00 Findon Flyer 


- e«* (Good to Ptan In pieces), 
a PBtkkxk £10; Park £& CAR PARK- ^ '*? uor 177 - Zlyrsi CIS; QanOstana 

•leadwgtra 

gag*!, N Henderson la-m q GWbrd 17 136 (125%) J ow 14-48 


1^5) HURDLE (CLASS D) 


£4nonaHrfIw^ Vr m ■WVICE HURDLE (C 
r^=rLrJ£” added 201 11 °Y da Penalty Value £3,009 

"S HjnS®ran^Sl^' GMct ^ 6fl0 _ witab. 

o a-ao(82)TfS^F^^ B s ^^ M ‘ tones7T10 --'- .TJift»p»v 

«353 RNBECfmj (ST A I& w|Ap'LL 2 2 l n " — SFra 

41-5P0 IttaaVm “■ - sauna 

's 

1 J —i 

t) <3-230 TRK CREEPER (36) [Mrs C C Wtere) aHjtie* B V oLHZZZ , 

jh Swwe Ranfatn B-1 lira Cnap* 1M Bny 

s 8isM»wa55gs]gasB r a - 

swum® tor that race, Polar Rambler will haue Iwutmh nkwvh. JZZZ 


1 1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

a 
e 


CAT & MOUSE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 4Y0 
2m 110yds Penalty value £2,853 

1 PSI UPGRADE (10)(D)(M Arche &UsaJBroe(>usl)NTacttn-D»es 11 6 CUsraflyn 

2 MM0UNCMG |F1<1) (Mbs Itotn Sin) G L Moan C f) R Johnson B 

3 2 ASSAILABLE (50) (J P MOtera) N D f> NWOtemoa 

4 MEHCABS COP (P175) (The Fbr Ru) tos M Jotbe t) t) RDuMOOdy 

5 406 RME UNITY (TO) (7hs (Mty fiirtrwreffo} 0 Bsaorti V V PHotey 

6 YAK ALFARAJ (F179) (ItosJ&AonJP Murphy tit) CUaudt 

-Sdadtend- 

BETTBKL- 46 Upgrade, 11-4 taMi, 161 Aramnctog, 12-1 Mvcfcss Cop, ftara Urdty, 16-1 
YtaAtaraJ 

1387: No ecn ta poncing race 

FORK GUIDE 

UPGRADE wa ba ai short odda *»th tha race cutting up batfyi Bock to No wry host at 
Wtamidc test tine after tatang on some alar older homra 41 Sandown (race won by French 
Holy) Upgrade to a toadngconMndsrtorihflTiiumphltoRte and shoiid take care at As- 
■alWila, IgMIy raced wttwn with Alee StBMBd and a wobbler in tho doefcig stagw in thB 
soft ground whan second to Kaigdom Emparer at Cheltenham. Tha would be more Ns 
sralace end he ratea iha oMotra danger getting Ufe. Rare Unity wee 27 lengtts behind 
Upgrade at Wtentacfc. nhta ftcha/ti Draiwocdyto ride Meretara Cop iiae a modsal type 
on the tool and from a stable out of form Announcing starts off onr tvdtae h t*ik- 
era but he flopped cn the Flat even when Died in a vtect Y» Altera) was also nothing 
much on the towel Selection: UPGRADE 


FORM GUIDE 

Royi Action was with JaefcBarte last season when he flnbhed a goo d s ec ond to Jedt- 
son Raxlc e DoncBSter He could go weS today on o suffer track alter Ms tetost forth awer 
a ehertor tnp w Caracd at Fcntwel But UOOTROE la on the togmde and ttiy deeervae 
the big weight (fourth to Emtante at Kampton) and conies here after a win from -Mb 
C ecft tonctod WuiflttBr at Windsor (2m 41). tt he handtoe todar% taster ground, Uortroe 
wfl be hard to beat. Squire's Occasion and Cafl My Guest have both had recent njns 
on the Ftet Squire's Occasion, who found the soft pnni against Mm at Ksrrpton test 
tima b not flat good and hts Ascot win tea season for Reg Akahust wes against sola 
rtval Amber Rtog. Cal My Guest heart won for a long Bme and ha toote beatable even 
after twin recent at-weather outage. Forest Feather has been ewer fences this season 
with hte bast nn being on his ra^pearance whan caught dose home by Latest Thyne 
at Bangor ewer this trp. David GendoHo won wrih New Leaf up m CarWe test barftend 
but the (pouid was salt then end tost efforts hwe been owr foncaa Jowls King wants 
aws ground and he won the^wefc Barclays Bar* Hradle here tan season 1romKo^> te& 


He was soma wray behmd Royal Acbon test tima 


S ele cti o n: l 


4.30 


-IlMRJ 


SQUIRREL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £4,788 
ntAZHIISUIffi fO] P) (p B Akrandst) R tow 9 11 XL OOMan 


tTIF-F TDOPLliSH f1D35 (Ct^ (Ms C C Vttarro) A Tunel 8 H C . 


3.25 


STAG HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £10,500 added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £7 £30 


.Altunflon 
CUewaOyn 
CRM (7) 

LHaney 


rtamt3 « r ^ have teamed plenty for the spei The faster grouxi 
Storm, a lumper wrer on the test tel season and eerand to 
R £^!L BO,t FavoumB “hen only sixth to Dawn Loader 

Is ^ to rtatoo t jfolai- Ramb l er) a t Cheltenham, he fc going to coma me his own on thte 
PB^c re w i mad fa Dawn Loader and M Iwigtos dear of Mountain Storm. 

0,1 ^ sufcsequerrt third to QwymorB at Wtocan- 
tonm t hem uABatyaox won a bunper here last season and he is another who can do 
a tat better on dnwiigs too term on this tester surface. Mm Him to another tet-onxxxl 
asn per w mer but even with Richanl Dunwoody aboard. heS hard to tarny on Ns hur- 
<3estorm - Selection: POLAR RAMBLER 

O Of) ALDANIT1 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3371 


1 1-S2PP HARWELL LAO 07) (C) (D) Vfobtoadl R AharB SO IWRNuaal 

2 -405PR DJH5QAH (FR) (58) £D)-(JD*tertn)F0ouT«3ri p]7 1? G UrTDoumen (3) B 

3 INCHCAHL0CH (77) (F J Carkr) J Kings H S RDwwoody 

4 4/43-1 QATB REGRETS (77) (C) p C G Gyto-TtonpBor) Lfes H Kntfl fo ill Alfogolre 

5 C3-34F BARONET pO) (D) (Ms QwO ThanfKa^ D Ucnobm B D tl R Johnson 

-Sdrctoed- 

BETTWG; 166 Oatfa Regrets, 3-1 D|eddeli, 7-2 techceBoch, B-1 HwwmI Led, 7-1 BbrhwI 
U97; Denver Bay YJ u 0 L Aspel (3) 1>3 (J Gcttorfl 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

TNe le a trappy race w(to Oads Regrets over a longer trip after toe win hare In eady-De- 
cember from Ltaton Rocks when Arfar Mole wm bang there when ttteig at the test. Ctet- 
is Regrets has hed Ns probtems and was ctoea up re the final tance when a taler apteral 
Browrhal owt tNs trp ai Kampton a tew seasons ego. Both Dfaddah and btchcaflocli 
have toe form to taka toe baaing with the grant n that favour, but tha bet a the re- 
^actwe odds la BARONET, who has bean ranting In gnutd too netitg for him tote 
season. A wknrktg novice at Kampton end Afeitraa who later flntehed taied off In the Sun 
Alance at ChetbmhanL Baronet now meets Dfeddah (toed to ttenakharh) on -Cb better 
terms. Djaddah has had the ground a^irtst htn it both the I tam m y and Mng George 
thte season. Lteatof In novess test erm with wfoa el Kampton and Ascot, he has a real 
chance today even with tha big wei^ti IndcaSodi iwnpe tote courae wel whan the ground 
b to Ns Hng He ddrit took hts old seit whan tpping up fei Samleete race here last flma, 
but he has been rested and b «wa0 handicapped on tat seasonfe wfna. Harwafl Lad te 
off the same hendcap mark as Ns deoent rwi agentt Cod Down at Ascot end sdtse- 
quent races In the mud on thte couse (behind rtm Of Pratee) and Haydock wodd not 
heve been hte ideal openings. Selection: BARONET 


t 

2 . ....... 

3 G-06 PHLPS WOODY pd) (CD) (K G Knoi) N HSKtecson t> 11 fo HAFftzgmH 

4 -21212 SPRt4GGALE(20J (□; tMCraObBEad, PUaylO Sherwood 7115 J A McCarthy 

5 1/F3H ABAVARD (98) (D G Handeram) H Frosts 11 4 JRw* 

■•5 dictvod w 

BETTING: 2-1 Sprteg Gala, 11-4 MAp* Wbotfyi TOMO Tbo Pirate *-1 AbawA B-1 Barer Wand 
■S97 Too ftish 8 to Q l Vtarvey 6-1 (A Timet) 4 nn 

FORM GUIDE 

Ibo Ptusti tes won when trash In the past so the layoff since eortyMowember msy not 
be too much ot a handcap. A pragnaw gBidng test season when one of his few wins 
was gamed in tots eerraspontinfl race (beat No Pain No Gain), Too Ptahwasateoafast- 
cras>d wtrnw In the oerty stages ot hte caraec Fraser Island te the one to decad maeF 
tag Too Pfosh re leva! weights, and the choice te SPRH4G GALE, who had a lough task 
concatBng Nb to Jack Doyte at Chettenham test tme. Thte e hte trip, he goes on tatish 
gnnd and prior to Chaitenham beat EtxAant Eqraama with a bald dteptay of jurrptag 
at Stratford. Abawd gained Ns two whs ai Enter ta November in soil pond Aboard 
hasrt been out ehca. but he te improving and tha horee he beet last tlna fteckxy Gar- 
den, fas won twice siica Phfflp'e Woody Is best at Ws trfo on fast pound so hte sixth 
n the Great Vortahn at Donceotar (3m) can eaedy be excused. OH a 2fo lower mark at- 
tar the courae win from Red Bean In Norembec he holds a tearing cha nce-T oo Plush 
being dose up when teteig n that race. Selection: SPRMG GALE 


e n n \ OTTER STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1300 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1329 


1 -ZBtt CHERYLS LAD (78) (D) (Mra Bane Banes) DNchobon 8 n D R Johnson 

„ STORMY PARADE (S2) (D) (BF) (P 0 IB Luff) P Hd±6 BUT RDmmcdy 

3 5W MANDALAY R3) (TheAuld Alence) J0U9 it 3 - CUonlyn 

— 3 dec terad - 

BETTING: HM1 Cheryfe Led. 54 StorrayPunge. 10-1 Mandalay 
*J3? Artsr Mote 9 It 7 J Qstwne ovem tav (J OH) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

STORMY PASSAGE has gataed al his wins on soft ground but he sM appeals as ba- 
ng good enough to beat Cheryl's Lad. Bong a son ot Strong Gale. Skinny Passage 
has wy hope of befog just as decent on tNs growid and hte tateet defeat at Haydock 
(second re Diwab Dancer) can be erased because he broke a blood vessel He had 
won ci good style at Chepstow earfier and he may Just prove too hardy tor Cheryfe Lad. 
Pas ground graatfy softs Cheryls Lad who has won at Market Rosen and Lurfow thte 
season But he was beaten by Edredon Bleu fo a Leicester handtoap last time and doesn't 
have the scope ol Phip Hobbs’ charge Selection: STORMY RkSSAGE 


3.55 


HEDGEHOG HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,518 

•65431 MOKffiOE(25)(D) pfsItattfoMQRftaeSII <)_ - _R Dunwoody 

PH6 P FOREST FEATHBL (73) (D) (Date Knc»)CVteedcr 10 11 D JIFktrartts 

005F4- CALL UY GUEST (F21) (D) (Derail DOrtR Peacock 8 11 4. 

2-21 W ROYAL ACTION (11) (BF) (B Hani^ 0 Shervnod 5 11 2.. 


BIDEFORD BAY (Ms C Loza) RRtxt 5 m3 

GONE BALUSnC (1*9 B J Lodler* J OShes 5 II 3.. 

2 JABflUroiMsRjgahlPfefafaBSlia 

« QUICKSHIDOO(M)(>teneySpadi)CBteMl5il 
00 HUST1C REVELRY (11) (RHYxkjRYbk 511 3 


..J Root 


.RDuneoody 
BFateon 


ttePYurfi 

SLBGHTOFHAND (TheSteightOtlterdPartnenhc9 JKtag5il3. T J Murphy 

SPARKS R RYWG (Roe Ftecing Ltd) Graeme ftoe 5 11 3 DJMoRtet 

STTtPLK LAD (Lfoj Lena Barymsn) N THKtr>0ana& 5 11 3 L8Mh6m(7) 

SWffflDSMAN [Hsrry Hafore Partaerehfi) LA Dace 5 11 3 P Hanky p) 

YORKSHBL IUIi«nggj(&ttsJateiPoyn&n)IWigrB5li3 RJohnscn 


23 CttAZY &IUSADER p7] (BF) (A E Frost) D Gaxbk) 6 tl B . 

TTtEHZZgFPBrewfljPiniertSCG 

ALLG0NG(Ar*onySpeotnan)NHendarem4D7.. 
BOCABOCA(RBesaa)FDojnen(FR)4tl7._ 




RNDONRYER (UBtatte Ctxipanion^ J GBfard 4 10 7 

LEGAL PETITION LG CcttBl 4 02 

■18 de ctera d - 


.JkaMkliocR(7) 

-MAftogteMd 

— ItrT Domen (3) 
PHkte 


JkLJetforf 


■4213P SQlflre^ OCCASION (CAN) (T^ (Odgate PR) R CirtS 5 O t) — 

61-254 NEWL£AF(S)(MsDJhjes)DG3ndaBoSOO 

24-P50 JOVEKWG( 11 )(C 3 (FHUR 0 d)RBucUk 6 O 8 

-71 


_J A McCarthy 
lAFfeganttB 

A Mapfre 

R Johnson 


BETTING: 1M Uttar*, 7-4 Royal Actfoo. M Squkrt Occeafon, 5-f Mw trek 6-1 Jovte Khg, 

12-1 Cafl My Guest, 14-1 Forot Fatehte 

«87- Dais Rose 7 D 7 A Magke «-1 (U Sheppard) B ran 


BETTWG: 11-4 AI Gang. 7-fit Boca Boca. 4-1 Jabfoi, 11-2 Crazy CnisadBi; 6-1 Steaptaa tad, «-1 
Findon Byte, 12-1 Gone HaMatlc. 14-1 SW^ Of Haral, 16-1 ttickswood, 20-1 ofoara 
«67: Dram Leeder S 11 1> G Upton 74 tot (J OkQ « ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Mdcy Henderson ntroduoes a pacey sort In ALL GONG, mfoo te by Kris out of the ctesay 
le da Bourbon mare, Bonne Be. Ranch raider Boca Boca is stoutly brad and the stabteh 
burner horee at Lfogtteld on Utectaesday was beaten aito kxrth. Josh Gflfordb newcomer 
Findon Flyer ta a Wy type, along with Jeblni. who wl be better for hte second to B8- 
ly Box te Ludow S^nme Ladyb hatLbrother Steeples Led to from the ^rd that has 
won recent bunpers so he has to be on the ahon-fe*. S ele ction- ALL GONG 


Fakenham 


HYPERION 

230 Lucy Tufty 230 John Tufty 3.00 Knock 
Leader 3 35 Organ Redial 4.10 James The First 
(nfa) 4.40 KEN RISK (nap) 


3.00 


GOING: Chase corese - Good (Good to Firm fo pbcee); Hurde 
course - Good to Firm (Good n places). 

•Left-hand course Rreinn of 200yds. 

•Course s S tftwvn oft BiRd ADNBSSWN: Membere EG; Grand- 
stand & Paddock £6 (accompanied raider- Ms foes al endosues). 
CAR PARK: Members £7; remainder free. 

•LEADING TRAINERS: O Brennan 13-39 (333%). J Jenktos 
7-38 na<%.l D Gandolfo 6-9 166.7%), Mrs D Heine 6-23 (26.1%). 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: M Bremran 1360 (28%), Michael Bren- 
nan 3-10 (30%).X AizpunJ 3-11 (273%). R Thornton 3-13 (331%) 
•FAVOURITES: HL-2C1 (368%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Red Phantom (200) 


E.B.F. (LET’S NOT LOSE THE 
COUNTRYSIDE) ‘NH 1 NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 

1 -0021 KNOCK L£ADBI(23) MHpefl rt 5 A P McCoy 

2 -OPttJ TAKECOVB)(14)(BriM1bnpkns71i9 Jl Thorton 

3 3/5-00 GUNNB)Sfflaa)flP««e7H0 JM09fonl(7) 

4 40DU00 LtfEOFSRMN (71) J Miyte7 VO JSokfctetep) 

5 MOO PURE SWING (tO)J Pearce 5110 -JRyan 

6 DO-506 SLHK>(70) MsSLamynon51l 0 JMagnp) 


7 0T3P0 SWYNFOffi PRDE (8) J HBthertn 8 II 0 DBymeB 

8 501-60 AHDROM(33) PRWMiber6tl9 APowel 

9 006-OP COROMANDEL(78) AH HBrwy8 09 NBwiy(7) 

— 0 dociwd ■ 

BETTING: M Knodt laartar, 5-1 Wra Cowl 1 M 9fofBfort Pikte.12-1 
Anfrcm, 16-1 GurararSfo, 33-1 Pure Snfo9, Simo, 56-1 oOara 


3.35 


TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUALIFIER) 


.00 


COUNTRYSIDE MARCH ON MARCH 
1ST SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £3300 added 2m 

CLUB- fiALCARRAGH (F21) MssMBoetandSfl O .. P Wdgtey (3) 
22323 £WXXJ«(7)(CP)M»AS»*eSB716.-JteSIXira*BV 

^360 TOOLS FUTURE (15) □ GandOta 9 11 0 GU ^?" V 

RJS33 LUCY TUFTY (8) J PBarce 7 n 0 .—...---J Rywj 

DECS TIP YOUR WAITRESS (S4) BQMty 5 W13_-—S Hop® gj 

04-35 HfGUSH INVADER (F6)C Dwyer 7 fo-fi Mr KRCrrhjnpO 

^0 MSTHiaO^WMF^JOC 

Sfil-Q STONE ISLAND (8) (C) J 5 C 

(JPC3 2BSTKF13IP Haring 6V 12... JBWWBg 

PS-SB UTTLE NOD (11) JR BfiBB B9 --LOmntaH 

SV& IDFTYDgD(USA)^(DMteCHdB8tl1J|fafl^B 

Sm RSJ PHANTOM (R!^s Meta 6 111 

ayin ouHY ESTATE (30 NGrahsn 7100 Hinomren 

SS ^S^MSGctegsTDOIIrOlWteiP) 

- 14 decterad - 

nm Megfe; tost Mr 

KfrwwM, 9-2 Engfish hwadre 11-ZLucyTLrfty, 6-1 1 Tfo 
^kSfolO-l^ WdPhantora. 12-1 Ruby BeWe. 1*4 
itaTwi ^SSgh. Uffl. Nod, Ztal. 20-1 txmy Deed. 25-1 
B 33-1 Springfield Rhyme 

(GRAHAM BUILDING SUPPLIES 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £6,000 
added 3m 110yds 

» sssaais&'bsssssa 

S GAYWimANClIJMaCDywneCO MseCIgBj 

« RHOMAN FUN D 

WE JOHN TUFTY (6) J * 0 JR»W 


£lm wcrnttaChtaetiao— 
- 9 dadvea- 


..R Botany 5 


(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 110yds 

1 Rl«tt ORGAN (HR Oftenran 9 11 3_a Brennan 

2 443P/P ALL CLAP HAtflJSpO) Mrs COyecn BtJB BPmefi 

3 P6 1 BUOOIANp71)JONBiaOt) S Oran 

4 01-0 COTTON COUNSEL (21) (D) Ms LJrertBDt) 

Ur Edge Byrne (7) 

5 1/1-020 DUAL OR BUST (23) (Dj~ J Jertdts 7 <1 1). A P McCoy 

6 /&2P NBNANAPRBJCE(t3)TOBRwce9t)D-JMoiJtonip) 

7 POOF PUREAB(tt)M5Cf«oa®0 WASansasrm 

S -30646 SALKONGps4)(QJVtayte9tlll JGoktafo(7) 

g STRAIGHT ON PQ Ms D Hare 7X1 a GBtrefey 

-edecterad- 

BETTMG: 7-4 Organ Rettte, 2-1 Ntrvena Prince, S-T Straight On, 1M 
Dual Or But, 12-1 Cottage CouneeL 20-1 Seltoong, 33-1 rehera 

\ A n A i 'LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF THE 
1 COUNTRYSIDE’ HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £3,000 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 4144-1 JAMS T>« TOST (P26)EW 1 taert>-flB J8rGTber(7) 

2 00440 CARRAIGA»WtR(P2«BMJGtegel8Tl«J*MGJnBeB(7) 

3 WB2 OMOTOIWTOtaflf^Off«-JfrC)HI«ntaP) 

4 /362I- B«S&H(P94B)J Timer GH® Mr ASmtocne (5) 

5 CFW- GRAM) ENTRY (P30G Ms U Mask 8 T1 ®_MrTJBreiy (7) 

6 U321-3 PRO BONO (7) (CO) WCaateelSn 10 tor S Drew* (5) 

7 tMP42 RS) UGHT (118) M Murptyfi 11 D MrPMcABstwp) 

B 1PJP3- MAKING TM= (Z7«) UFLogjnb US Mr J Owen (7) 

-Bdcdarad- 

BETTING:154J«tie»TheF : W 1 5-2ProBooo.4-1O*ckta0ldea.»-1Biy 

■afrH. MMteg Tm, Red LiglC 14-1 Grand Er** 25-f CmafgAnOIr 

BEEF ON THE BONE H’CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 

1 OB CLASSIC EAGt£ (34)0) PR Ms Dttane 5 11t> G&a*y 

2 GZ31 KB4RBK(R9(7)(D)MP»»B1l4pe») A P McCoy B 

3 «H»4 HUNGffiJUMPBim(P)PBraJeyB1Jll — R Thorton B 

4 VB4t SC0HCmAHfl8)HPri»ta8Unynan6t)5Jl taBeq 

311/2- SEA BREAKER (S22) (BF) DCwMbHUJ 5 SPoee8 


4.40 


. - jrw. True taxtau *agtts: Gay Mfcn ta 12®, 

I Ufrta*. Ban* 9s/ 3b. 

IWeflBank 


1 «*B0 CAPSOFF p2) G HuttariS t)0 JBeftad BnsaraHp) 

7 03261 HOLKHAMBAY(71)((3LYtaJfa^ren6DOJCAh|aBuWB 

_ wj _ 

KMnun nettftt »ta TruB /amfleap wegttr HoOtam fty W _12fe 

BETTWQ: 44 Ken IBM, 4-1 BungM Am » 1M 

Hoadren Bay; 12-1 CepeoB. 16-1 Sea Breeta, 20-1 Scorched Air 


Southwell (AW) 


HYPERION 

1.40 Mary Lou 2.10 Glide Path 2A0 Pageboy 
3.15 Blue Anchor 3.45 White Plains 4^0 
Heathyarris Sheik 4J»0 Divine Miss-P 


4 BD«4 ROYAL CASCADE (21) (Q9 B Mdiahon 4 8 9 1 Newton 6 B 

5 53621 BOLD ARtSTOCRAT (11) (CD) R Hotaheed 7 8 7 ^ Lynch 2 

-Bdectered- 

BETflNQ: 64 Pageboy; 7-4 Muegtee Tbudi, 6 -IBoU AiUmal. 7-1 
Fateheratme Lrera, 8-1 Royal C aa cada 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Ineidn 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona. 

•fbresand artaca; left-hand sharp, oval couraa 
•Ccraaete3mSEofiDwnand5mWo>NBv«ph.RolBgr o nJunc- 
tton adjoins couraa. ADMISSION: Ctub 02; ThttersaBs S3 (OAP 
mambera o> entrse s Diamond Club C4 accompanied raideMBa 
free) CAR PARK: Free. 

•LEADNGTRAMB&M Johnston 4&2G£n%)S Boning 41 -340 
(121%). R HoBnshead 32-364 (aa%) D Chapman 32-370 fBB%) 
•LEADMG JOCKEYS: J Qufon 32456 (7%). L Chamock 31-328 
(95%), D HoDand 27-130 (208%X Dean McKeown 27-306 (68%) 
• FAVOURITES: 516-1461 (346%) 

BUNKBTEDRRSTTUIE: Durgans Deflght (3.Q, Estopped (v»- 
aorad) (335. Wddy Green (vteored) (525) Mustfae (*srnd) (3E) 


O Tel GlRT0N HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV II) 
j- IJ I £3,000 added 3YO 1m 3f 


00-0* ROCKETTS (4) Ktavy 97— 
30604 STOPPED (54) M Oran 9 5 — 


.CMher(S)BV 
AWhehnSY 


1 
2 

3 00006 DUBGAMSDBJGHT(7)BMjnay»l — P O aaaney (3)9B 
« ODO TODDY GREBI (44) JHeteenonfiG JQMreiSV 

5 05003 HammLBBBCp49aabJmas6StGaaBmJmmp}4 

6 00040 TAJ MAHAL pBJCThcrtor 86 Den McKeown 2 

7 40640 BLLIEANCHOR(30) MaMRnraiey83 ACalonel 

8 50454 AVBWAM STAR CIS) DSharBl .TWtfcow5Y 

9 0006 IUJSALSE (48) P Hasten 6 0 .LChtmock7V 

-Sdadvad- 

BET7MG; 7-2 Bkm Ancbot) 4-1 Ara rahaw Star, 92 Bo ckaUa , 112 
Estopped. B-1 MateN, 6-1 Priddy Green, 10-1 tflghtwy lagend, Thj 
Mahte, 20-1 Oorgara DafigN 


1 1 I GJRTON HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DtvT) 


£3,000 added 3YO 1m 3f 


3.45 


RAINWORTH STAKES (CLASS D) 
£6,000 added 1m 4f 


5603 ACCYSnwp3)PrtKtom97 LOmock5 

464 BMRAA(13) DrJScsrglBS J Oaten E 


080- TWLOfTS PRIDE (158) TDBenai BO £ iMOwr (3) 2 

434-25 MARY LOU (41) M Chereni 8 11 RRataraA 

6000 CtTOOKS CHARLIE (2Q R Daggi 8 8 S VMMreto 3 

000- EAG81 H5K3 (182) M Brtteta 8 5 J)Uamagh(7)7 

05065 LUDERE(39) JHeDierton82 MertbiDwyreB 

046 TRAKSDfl (C) RtttnttBBdBO —JBramWS 

06005 ANGE MMOR (IS) J VSwtn 7 1) A McCarthy (5)1 B 

-9dBdared- 

6ETT1NG: 64 Accyttan, 76 Bta Faa. 62 Itay Lou. B-1 Angle Ukwc B-1 
Ttotata B-1 ■teykrt Pride, 10-1 Ludere, 20-1 oUran 


1 2102 WHITE PLAM5(10)(BF)KBirkB584 DGweenayA 

2 31000- NATTE(J4S) ABemw4811 SWhtaorft3 

3 06 PtSUM SATIVUM (219) JLHBm9486 JQuten2 

4 502*6 TYCOON TMA (83) WMBVbteme 4 86— A McCarthy (5)1 

-4dedered~ 

BETTMG VtoWftaPteta» 1ycomT1na l 26-1 NMIte MdknSMwni 


4.20 


2.10 


LAXTON HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 
added 2m 


6»L0 PHAHLY DAfCSIpfl (^ JHefoerten90(L.TSkktaip)6 


1 

2 04000 HLLZAti (USA) (t^ R Beatran tl 9 5 -H Bsadrarei (3) 4 

3 65661 SUDERSTHp) (CD) J Joifoa 9 9 fl (BwJ DHoBndl 

1-4422 NOTATION (7) (C5 DOapmBi494 ACdhanaS 

AW 4 RAGMtm<R0ae0(TT)HCClrgt1gi 99 SJL McCarthy R 3 
468V ITORAAJ(USA] fcBfl SSomtegfiSO Ctt^ue(3)t0 

52220 COURSE RSHMG (7) B Mdtehan 7 6 G SFflghtor (7)2 


MAPLEBECK SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2£00 added 3YO 7f 

6418 SHARP MONKEY (9J (C)L*sNltorejby83_PMcCabeR3V 
14643 SUUPRKm(t9(DlKButa93 .. 


sv 

34364 HEATHB«3SSFOL (21) Rrtiireiead 8 It A McCwttiy(^1 
03264 LADY LAPWOAIG PO (T7) (BT) WMr8BJta8aDayer4 
60 SAffl£ CLOAK p) JL Harm 8 B J Qolnn 2 


3)622 STRAYSEA (11) (BF) B BajghSS . 


-RtapptaB 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 38600 LDCWASS(11)RJPiie84 86 Dean McKeown 5 

9 *066 IftBi-E (JI4) W tojeecr 483 DRMcCabe7 

8 00664 CABCHARGE GLORY (77) T Dement 4 8 2— J Granted (7) 1 

-10 decterad - 

BETTING: 66 Ode Path, 5-1 NotMtoa, 6-1 Coune Rdring, 8-1 Ptaty 
Danoan t6l tttefle, 12-1 ftagereoffin femes. Ctachargefflory; 14-t 
HBzah, 25-1 others 

HARDWICK CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 6f 

1 06tS0 MGB0Y(17)fllPrtBMnS81 LChemockl V 

2 26W* fiMACEMJE TOUCH (1?) (p)(H^JBBny 691 

. . . . ,C Uxthfif (3) 3 B 

3 23223 Fgm gfB TO C lAieBMaslSahlTaa.DeanlleKeoreiA 


BEimNG: 116 HeretryredsSheta, M StapMoitay. 92Streveete 5-1 
Ledy Laphroak), 61 SUn Prire, 33-1 table Ckrak 


4.50 


2.40 


KIRKBY4N-ASHF1ELD H’CAP (CLASS 
E) £4,000 added Allies & mares 6f 

1 60064 ANTONUSld)DY(iq(CC9SBOMhg5D0£'teag«(a}5 

2 TO -1 DIVMEieSSP(13)(D)JQ*Bn59l3 — DSwere»y(3)2 

3 650 KOLDBVESSGIRL(1E9MsBjC>Bze586 .TWState6 

4 -S334 iWHTB6JGN(7)(CO) WMErtxuns5B3JLMcCretiy(5)1 

5 40455 nOCHEA(11)MsNUacaley4711 JOtai4 

6 086 APPIAN DAHE(95) D MLn^ Smflh 3 7 B JBmhOa 

7 04300 WMSPBILOW(iqRHofirahagd47t)._J>M<tam(7)7 

-rdec tare d- 

tavnurn welgtt 7tt fflfc five MndbqpMghbrAfMn Dams 7» 7b. Mb- 
pertmrnt Sfc 

EmMG: 7-4Dhfae M»4> 64 Artretfe MeiodK M HherB^gn, B-1 
Bodraa. 10-1 Ho Me m a a eOkl. 20-1 ApptanDeme. 36-1 Whiter Lore 


indepIndent 

racing services 

0891 261 + 



Results 


SANDOWN 
1^0: 1. NORDANCE PRINCE |S 

K« | B 5S’rtt 3 'n 

a .i wassBWfis?2 

s-n fev: z. juhoaaanr H i 

^^TiS cky dolla r,^ 

son, +6 tar. 2. 

Pikorod 8-1 5 ran. 12. 3‘A- (s SfwtoY-^ 


Dd-M.7. p Mraphy P Bowen, Bristol Hwer- 
tadWesO.'B>*rS^eh£3fiDLjm0tail£4flO; 
Sayeh Ei3tt Lmelghl CZM. C22Q DF: 
SaasaCSF: sayrev UmaSgm£29KS, Ume- 
Ight, Sayeh E344& Trio: £42AQ NR: Sofo- 
ism 

3.15:1. FIGHTING raB=S{VSfettry) 5-2 
tar: 2. FtaMirete Ftat Tl-K 3. Blurred Im- 
aoa H-2. 14 ran. 1 Vs & (CtaWh. Wtetagora) 
Tbla: £350: ClfiG £23) DUD DF: £B5Q CSF: 
nsaa -mcast stosl tik cusq 

34» t-THURSOAY NIGHT pe-JTsBBBKfl 

■ SiaiLT! 2t fl (p5S5faSffS 

ssasssssjci^s 

1_ ... l-l tm. P9«*: Cite. F73Q B»‘. Ea»4, . . 

4-20: 1. NEVER M DST (T J Itaphy) 
7-4 tar; 2. lira Era Tl-2; 3. Stoorlan Myte- 
dc 11 -3 8 ran. I nk. (A Hobbs. Ktagabrfogd) 
■fete £260; E13G £1H) C12D DF: EB5Q CSF: 
C1Q94. Trcasb £3SC. 


van Hawick) Tbta: Elfltt Eiaft S*E£) DF: 
EB4G CSF: E1443. „ 

4J0: 1. K1NNAHALLA (B 
Bright Ftemo Tl-2; 3.” 

E4raa IWt Mr Bojantfas. 
jackpot CL64&40 

ptacaprt £3570. < 

Place 6: E23DQ Plaea 


__Eeja 

STI7& 


TAUNTON 
z.10; 1. MAJOR CHANGE (Q Brrefcy) 


wsk WNteombe) TMae £2g: M) TJ3G 

CWL DF: £721X1 CSF: E03.75l Tno: £B46a 

NR: Mave Emm One Hne Man. 

2.40: DsarKliaat 1- UMEUGHT (C 
Mude) 12-1 » SAYEH (W Marato n) n*3. 
Srarfc 6-L 13 ran. 7-4 tar ta&cborag (5th) 


4JXb i. spring to glory cb fcmmq 

4-1;2. Indlai DaSgM2-1 tar; 3. R agtim e 
Boy 4-1 S ran. «. (P Hayward. Nather- 
avon) Tote: £560; ClSG E2DQ. DF: £35a 
CSF: £1188. 

5-20:1. PONTEVEDRA (AS Srtth) 5-1; 
2. La Mtaorqtdna 5-1; 3. Hf Marbto B-Z 
10ran.2-ifBrThBmeArena(uraaatBdrid- 
*) ft 'h (K Morgan, Uteton Mowbray) TMa: 
£730; £130 £230 OOP DF: £2U0L CSF: 
E2SBG THarec emSS. Trio: El73a 
Ptenepat £5420 OuKfoofc BUD 
Place 6: CB42. Place 5: COD6. 

LINGFIELO 

230: 1. raorr CITY (D Sweeney, 11-t> 
tan 2. Quiet Arch 6-4; 3. Greenwich Fore 
20-1 6 ttot. 3‘h. 13 (K Burke) Tbte: £190; 
£120 £120 DF: £140 CSF: £2.76. 

230 : 1. LITTLE MBS R30T (J QJrm) 
■6-2: 2. Rehssb tM-30: X Go For Green 
12-1 7 ran. VS lav Mogfo (6th) 2'A. Xl (R 


OSitaran) Tbte: ETT1BO; £490. EL7U DF; 
£B9Q CS=: £3041 

335C 1. SUPER MONARCH (W Ryan) 
7-2; 2. SMdfog King 136 tan s. Ctorue 
10-t 9 ran. Zk, ft (S Dow) TtaK BUOc £150 
£130 £UO DF: EB50 CSF: £BSS Tin: fSSO 
33* J. PtBN GAZ (0 BardweB 96 far. 
2. The Frtatw Ftarroer 3-1 ; 3. VMM Nettle 
5-1 9 ran. Th . (J Brfctaer) Tbte: Parei- 
£MO £160 £140 Dft E970®F-.£a4L Tlfo: 
84.70 

4.10: 1. MANOLO (K Fatan) 7-4 tan 2. 
La Doyenne B-1; 1 Rfee -N Shtaa «-4 10 


£170 DF) £BBO CSF: £EAL Tncast 2352a 
Trio; £360 

440: 1. BUIE SHADOW (P Dofatta 
11 -4; 2. Medarente Mhege 4-7 tan iLlbke 
A Him w-l 5 ran. 'h. vh. (R HrenxDTbu: 

£290; £110 £130 OF: £L« CSF: £470 
Pteeepot £530 Qnadpot £lfio 
Place® £553. Piece 5: £502 


Barrow back in 
Trophy business 


Non-League football 


By Rupert M etcalf . 

With only one - Cheltenham 
Tbwn-oftheiopfive in the UM 
V&uxhall Conference having 
reached the last 16 of the PA 
Umbro Trophy, there is agood 
chance that a dub from outside 
the top Sight of the non-League 
game can emulate Dagenbam 
& Redbridge last season and 
reach the final. 

p? g h t non-Conference sides 
are involved in tomorrow’s 
third-round ties and the team 

with perhaps the best chance of 

going all the way to Wembley 
are Barrow. The 1990 Trophy 
winners, who are 10 points 
dear at the top of the UniBond 
League, have a borne tie against 
Northwich Victoria. The Cum- 
brians have recently strength- 
ened their squad by signing 
Mike Marsh, the former Liver- 
pool and West Ham midfield- 
er, from Southend United. 

It is possible that all the quar- 
ter-finalists could come from the 
Conference, as none of the 
<» igh f GMVC teams in the last 
•16 have been drawn together. 
riVfr Barrow, another club try- 
ing to prevent that happening 
are Grantham. The Dr Martens 

League Midland Division lead- 

ers. whose p!a)ittr-manager is the 
former Nottingham Forest mid- 

fielder Gary Mills, have a tough 
tie at home to Hednesford 

Town, however, 

John King’s Altrincham side, 
now in the UniBond League 


after many years ui the Con- 
ference, have an attractive 
home tie against Southport; 
while Jimmy Case’s Bashley 
team take a break from chasing 
promotion from the Dr Mart- 
ens Southern Division by trav- 
elling lo Hayes. . 

Dover Athletic, who head 
north to the UniBond side 
Hyde United, have signed the 
striker Carl Alford on loan 
from Rushden & Diamonds. 
The 26-year-old has seen his 
reputation slump somewhat 
since his non-League record 
£854)00 move to Rushden from 
Kettering, and wll be hoping for 
a change of fortune on the 
Kent coast. 

Cheltenham, Halifax Town s 
main rivals for the Conference 
title, have an awkward away tie 
at AshtoD United. While they 
are engaged on Tfrjphy business 
Halifax can extend their lead in 
the league to 12 points if they 
win away to troubled Yeovil 
U>wn tomorrow in the pick of 
the day’s GMVC programme. 
Cheltenham will have three 
games in band after tomor- 
row, though. 

Steve Daley, the former 
Wolves and Manchester City 
midfielder who lost his job in 
charge of Telford United earli- 
er this season, has replaced 
Brian Kenning as the manager 
of the Dr Martens side Broms- 
grove Rovers. Nicky Tanner, the 
former Liverpool defender, is 
the new manager of the Screw- 
fix Direct League club Man- 
gotsfield United. 


Wright to April defence in 

receive special Manchester next 
treatment step for Hamed 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfieid 

WIGAN’S forgotten man, Nigel 
W righ t, has been given a month 
to prove that he can get himself 
into shape for Super League. 

The gifted stand-off has 
been plagued by injury since 
joining the dub and started only 
eight matches last year. Now his 
coach. John Monie, has decid- 
ed on a new make-or-break 
regime of recuperative treat- 
ment to try to overcome his lat- 
est problem, a stubborn ankle 
injury. 

Monie has put his fitness 
specialist, Marty Hulme, in 
charge of trying to salvage 
Wright’s career. If he fails, 
Wigan might be prepared to cut 
their losses on the former 
Wakefield Trinity player, who 
cost them £140,000 - a record 
fee for a teenager - in 1993. 

The newly reunified 
National Rugby League in Aus- 
tralia has put off the evil day 
when it wOl reduce its 20 dubs 
to 14. 

The competition was sched- 
uled to start pruning after this 
season, but will now wait until 
after the 1999 season before any 
decisions are made. 

That means a stay of execu- 
tion for famous names like Bal- 
main and South Sydney, who 
were threatened with extinction 
or merger. It will also delay an 
expected influx of displaced 
players into the British game. 


Boxing 


NASEEM HAMED will make 
the next defence of h is world 
title at Manchester’s Nynex 
Arena on 18 April. 

Hamed, who successfully 
defended his World Boxing Or- 
ganisation featherweight crown 
against Kevin Kelley in New 
York before Christmas, looks set 
for a busy schedule in the Unit- 
ed States. Bui this time, Hamed, 
who has recently married, want- 
ed to exchange a few home 
comforts for a place on the 
American fight scene. His pro- 
moter, Frank WtiTen, agreed to 
his wish and is likely to an- 
nounce an opponent for 
Hamed next week. 

“I wanted the fight to be in 
England. I like it, Tm comfort- 
able,” said Hamed before 
preparing for the 10th defence 
of his title. “And I’ll be com- 
fortable in Manchester, ready to 
knock somebody out and hope- 
fully fighting for another belt.” 

The fight will go on at 1 130 
(BST) in the evening to fit in 
with the schedules of Hamcd's 
American cable network pay- 
masters, Home Box Office. 

Also on the bill will be the 
World Boxing Council champi- 
on, Luis Espinosa, defending his 
title against an Englishman. 
Warren, who now promotes Es- 
pinosa, would not be more spe- 
cific, but it seems likely that all 
this is leading up to a unification 
match between Hamed and Es- 
pinosa some time this vear. 


Slough close on sixth title 


Hockey 


By Bin Colwill 


A WIN for Slough tomorrow at 
home to Doncaster w31 assure 
the reigning champions of their 
sixth National League title in 
nine seasons and wifi send them 
to Russelsheim next week for 
the European indoor finals in 
good heart. 

Second-placed Ipswich wel- 
come the return of Debbie 
Rawjinson and Sarah Bamfield 
for their game against Olton, 
who beat them 2-0 when the 
teams met at the beginning of 
the season. Ipswich await fitness 
reports on Kirsten Spencer and 
Tracy Fry. 

At the bottom, Trojans are 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 
7-30 unfess stated 

LEAGUE OF WALES: CumwIhBn Town 
v Aberystwyth. 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
ITGAM) Premier DAMdie Drogheda Utd 
v St Patricks AINetic (74 5); Shamrock 
Rows v SSgo Rom (745) 

Cricket 

SECOND A ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL: 
Matara: Sri Lanka A v England A HDam) 

Rugby Union 

A INTERNATIONALS: England v tftetes A 
{73<} fat LafcesasfJ; Scodand v Frartoe (3G) 


unlikely to get much from the 
visit of Gifton Scottish Life. With 
the proposal to expand the 
leagues to 10 teams - advocat- 
ed by the director of perfor- 
mance, Chris Spice - now 
unlikely to become effective be- 
fore the 1999/2000 season, the 
relegation bank will intensity. 
In the men's European 
Indoor Championship in Ham- 
burg, St Albans will this after- 
noon face the host club, 
Harvestuder, in a baptism of fire 
and this evening the Poles, 
MZCS Pocziowiec, without tile 
services of the influential Ian 
Jennings. Jennings has decid- 
ed that his outdoor dub, Guild- 
ford, and their movement away 
from the Premier relegation 
zone, must be his priority. 


UNDE&21 INTERNATIONALS: I 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE: 
London bteh v Bristol (Bfl) 

CHELTENHAM AND GLOUCESTER CUP 
ggg* * Gta uotef v Richmond 
(715); Sate w Northampton (730) 


Basketball 


v Leicester fBdera (730) 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Scottish Open (U Aberdeen). 
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Five Nations Countdown: England have reason the fear the dead-eye Dragon while Scotland s 

Over the 
posts but 
not over 
the moon 

Neil Jenkins, kicker supreme, thinks his role 
for V\&les is off target he tells Ian Stafford 


IT IS incredible co think that 
Neil Jenkins, with his 53 inter- 
national caps and national 
points record, is still only 26 
years old Hb has been a strange 
career, in which his game has 
changed little, but his stock has 
risen and fallen like the hopes 
of a Welsh rugby fanatic. 

Recognised universally as 
just about the best goal-kicker in 
the game, and a man whose 
steely nerve swung the score in 
favour of the Lions against the 
South Africans last summer, 
Jenkins is nevertheless much ma- 
ligned for his supposed lack of 
creativity as a stand-off, and his 
suspect defence when wearing 
the No 15 jersey. 

Season after season the Pon- 
typridd player and Welsh in- 
ternational takes it on the chin, 
but deep down it hurts, and he 
is left wondering what he has to 
do to please his critics. 

“I just wish people would 
take me for what I am," he said 
as we met in the Angel Hotel, 
a Jenkins' conversion away from 
Cardiff's new National Stadium 
which is slowly taking shape for 
next year’s World Cup final. 

“I know I'm not a Bariy 
John, a Phil Bennett or a 
Jonathan Davies, but I believe 
1 make up for this in other areas, 
especially my tackling and kick- 
ing. I certainly feel that I'm good 
enough to be in the Welsh side 
as a back, even if I wasn’t the 
team kicker." 

It is true, however, that 
Jenkins suffers In comparison 
with such exciting backs as 
Hawley, Gibbs, Bateman and 
Evans. “Yeah, l know." he ac- 
knowledges. "But if I’m not an 
attacking back, how come I’ve 
scored 75 tries for Pontypridd? 

Tve had a mixed press over 
the years, and people will prob- 
ably pick on me until the day I 
retire. 1 can often ignore it, but 
there are other times when I can 
get depressed about the flak. 
Maybe I should speak out a bit 
more about it." 

You might think Jenkins’ 
awesome display of kicking, 
under just about the biggest 
pressure imaginable, against 
the Springboks would finally 
end all debate over the merits 
of his selection. The man him- 
self is not too proud to admit 
that as the whistle blew at the 
end of the series-clinching sec- 
ond Test, he fell a personal, as 
well as a collective, triumph. 

“To- be honest. I felt per- 
sonally vindicated for my per- 
formances with the Lions. I 
couldn’t help but think, ‘sod 
you,’ to all those who continu- 
ally knock me. As I ran off the 
pitch, I thought: ‘Well, nobody 
can lake this away from me.’" 

Yet, despite making it per- 
fectly clear that he saw himself 
as a stand-off, and wanted only 
to be selected in this position, 
Jenkins was chosen as full-back 
for last week’s dose win over 
Italy, and will again find him; 


self as the last line of defence 
when the Welsh meet England 
at Twickenham tomorrow. 

Kevin Bowring’s policy has, 
once a gain , left Je nkins feeling 
more than a little hard done by. 
“Don’t get me wrong,” he ex- 
plains. “Tm immensely hon- 
oured to play for my country, 
but I’m definitely not keen 
about playing as full-back. Out- 
side-half’s my position, and 
tbat’s where 1 want to play. 

“1 feel that if I’m not good 
enough to play as stand-off, then 
I shouldn’t hie in the side. Tm 
keeping out good full-backs, 
who play in that position week 
in, week out for their clubs. At 
the start of the season 1 said I 
only wanted to be considered as 
a stand-off not as a full-back, but 
Kevin wants both me and Arwel 
Thomas in the side. Tm notvery 
happy about it" 

The problem with Jenkins is 
that his masterful lacking makes 
him a must for virtually any side, 
but also dominates his image as 
a player. “It was the same with 
Grant Fox,” Jenkins says. “He 
was a tremendous No 10, but 
because he was also such a great 
kicker people forgot about his 
skills as a creator. 

“Believe me, converting a 
penalty kick doesn't compare to 
scoring a try. Tve scored six for 
Whies, and remember every an- 
gle one, down to the fine detail 
I also remember the three I've 
lost on the line. There’s nothing 
I like more than being involved 
in an expansive game, where the 
-ball is constantly kept in hand. 
But HI also take any kind of win, 
even if it means I score all the 
points through my boot" 

Jenkins did not plan to 
become such a proficient place 
kicker. In his first season at Pon- 
typridd, he did not even assume 
kicking duties. Yet when be 
was asked to give it a go, he dis- 
covered a natural leaning to- 
wards the art “I used to gp down 
to Cad Fardre, my local playing 
pitch just outside Pontypridd, 
and practice and practice at my 
kicking. In fact, whenever I 
place kick in a match, I just 
imagine Tm at Cad fardre. and 
that manages to blot out must 
of the noise, and the pressure.” 

It seems to have worked 
pretty welL Jenkins has amassed 
over 560 international points, 
and this for a side that has not 
enjoyed too much success in the 
19Ws. The few off days he re- 
members vividly. “There was the 
international at home to Ireland. 
I think I scored three out of my 
10 kicks, and we lost by a cou- 
ple of points. And then there was 
the cup final against Swansea." 
After this, he struggles to recall 
others. 

His successes, on the other 
hand, are so many that England 
will be well aware that any 
penalties given away inside 
tbeirown half on Saturday will 
almost certainly result in three 
points to the Welsh. 




stand-off is on the rebound 

Chalmers 
keeps fighting 
for possession 

Scotland’s No fO will guide the ‘old firm’ 
against France. Tim Glover reports 

when the c o achin g partner- break when, playj^S 
SSeSS avid England at *-*«*«“ 
Tbhnston was dismissed by the 1993, be teturd 
Scottish Rugby Union a couple months before ^ lJ° 




Neil Jenkins: ‘If Pm not good enough to play at stand-off then I shouldn't be in the side’ 


This, he is honest enough to 
concede, may not be enough to 
Stem the English flow. “I think 
it’s going to be veiy difficult for 
us,” he admits. “England have 
tons of talented players, and 
there may well be’ a bit of a back- 
lash from them after their defeat 
in Paris. They'll be hurting, and 
they’ll want to put things right. 

“On the other band, though, 
we’ve got nothing to lose. Eng- 
land will move the bail around 
a bit, which will suit us, and the 
French showed that the English 
are only human. I think the likes 
of Scott Gibbs would have no- 
ticed how the Frencb backs 
managed to cut through the 
English defence. Whatever the 
result, I suspect this will be our 
toughest Five Nations match." 

Of the others Jenkins is 
more hopeful, if cautious. “I just 
get fed up of the Welsh always 
talking about what we can do, 
or what we’re about to do. 
There's been so many false 
dawns. Maybe we should keep 
quiet and gel on with it. 


“For some reason, we’re 
struggling a little. Against Italy 
we totally dominated the match, 
but ended winning by just three 
points. I don’t know bow we 
managed to do that. But Tm 
quite happy to say that there's 
no reason why we can’t beat the 
Scots and French at Wembley, 
and the Irish in Dublin. 1 don’t 
think three wins are beyond us." 

Further solid displays by 
Jenkins, even if he is a reluctant 
full-back, will only serve to 
strengthen Bath's intention to 
sign him for next season. An of- 
fer is on the table, and Jenkins, 
growing less patient with Welsh 
rugby by the week, looks likely 
to sign at the end of the season. 

“Ever since the Lions tour 
Tve been keen to play in the Al- 
lied Dunbar League;" he admits. 
“In Wales there are three good 
sides, four at most. In England 
every side in the premier league 
is a top team. U can only im- 
prove me as a player if I moved 
to England. I've been with Pon- 
typridd for 12 years, which is a 


long time. I see possibly anoth- 
er eight years ahead of me, and 
I'd like to play at a higher stan- 
dard on a regular basis.” 

It may not be as simple as 
that, however. “I've got a’prob- 
lem with the WRU," he adds. 
“They don’t want me to go, and 
I've signed a contract with 
Reebok, which means that I'm 
supposed to play for a Welsh 
dub. I don’t think this can stop 
me going, though, if I actually 
decide to do so. I’ll make my fi- 
nal decision in June, but it’s flat- 
tering that the European 
champions should want me to 
play for them, and it does no 
harm to the confidence, either, 
espedally when, elsewhere, I 
seem to be criticised.” 

Jenkins received a similar 
boost when selected for the 
Lions, although a broken arm 
against England during last 
year's Five Nations almost 
robbed him of the chance to 
lour, and the Lions of the prin- 
cipal kicker. “The doctor told me 
i didn't stand a chance of 


Best becomes coach at London Irish 


By Chris Hewett 


ENGLAND'S full-time pro- 
fessional coaches have spent 
most of the season talking like 
football managers - “We’re 
taking it game by game" - but 
they are now beginning to dis- 
cover one or two less agreeable 
parallels with their sheepskin- 
coated brethren. Willie An- 
derson started yesterday as 
the big cheese at London Irish 
but ended it as another sport- 
ing unemployment statistic. It 
was not the first big-name 
s acking of the season and it will 
not be the last. 

Given Bob Dwyer's uncer- 
emonious dumping by Leices- 
ter just 48 hours earlier, the 
outspoken Irishman’s depar- 
ture was not even the first of 
the week. Dick Best, the for- 
mer England and Lions coach 
given the bum’s rush by 


Harlequins at the end of last 
season, will replace Anderson 
on an interim basis while the 
Exiles conduct what they 
termed a “worldwide search” 
for a permanent successor. 

“Dick will be overseeing all 
aspects of our rugby opera- 
tion," enthused Geoff Reade, 
the London Irish chairman. 
“We are fortunate to be able to 
bring a world-respected rugby 
mind into the club at this crit- 
ical time. We still have 11 Pre- 
miership games to play and 
under his guidance, we are 
hoping for a strong second 
half of the season and a couple 
of significant upsets." 

Best himself was less up- 
beat. “I’m under no illusions 
about the task ahead," he said. 

Until recently, Best was 
working abroad, helping to 
prepare Western Province, the 
top South African side, for the 


forthcoming Super 12 series. 
He was not entirety happy with 
his lot in Cape Town, however, 
and readily agreed to bring 
his veritable wealth of experi- 
ence to Irish in their hour of 
need. 

His new club are currently 
bottom of the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership and will be in the 
most desperate straits if they 
fail to beat Bristol their fellow 
strugglers, in a dog-fight at the 
Memorial Ground this 
evening. 

Best is hopeful of making an 
impact, though. "We have a 
good, young squad of players, 
a strong vision of the future and 
a committed and focused 
board, all of which are essen- 
tial for a successful pro- 
fessional rugby programme," 
he said. 

Anderson, a former Irish 
lock and captain, took over as 


director of rugby at Sunbuiy in 
November 1996, replacing 
Clive Woodward, the current 
England coach. Thanks to an 
underpowered squad and a se- 
ries of debilitating injuries to 
key players, he endured a 
rough ride almost from day one 
and came within a whisker of 
losing last season's two-leg rel- 
egation play-off encounter with 
Coventry. 

Meanwhile, speculation was 
rife that Bristol might attempt 
to lure Dwyer to the Memorial 
Ground. The World Cup- 
winning Australian tactician 
has no immediate plans to re- 
turn to Sydney and □ number 
of senior players at the West 
Country club arc known to be 
dissatisfied with the part-time 
presence of their present 
coach, Alan Davies. 

One of the most traumatis- 
ing episodes in recent English 


© 


rugby history, the Kevin Yates 
ear-biting affair, will take 
centre stage once again on 
Monday when the Bath prop’s 
legal team announce whether 
or not they intend to lodge an 
appeal against the six-month 
ban imposed by a Rugby Foot- 
ball Union disciplinary panel 1 1 
daysago. 

Yates was suspended after 
being found guilty of biting 
Simon Fenn. the London 
Scottish flanker, during a 
Tetley’s Bitter Cup tie at the 
Recreation Ground last month. 
He continues to protest his 
innocence but with an esti- 
mated legal bill of £50,000 al- 
ready against his name, he has 
come under pressure from 
senior Bath officials to cut his 
financial losses by accepting 
what many observers consider 
to be a punishment of extreme 
leniency. 


Photograph: Allsport 

recovering in time, but I asked 
him to make our I would be back 
within 10 weeks, just so that peo- 
ple would not be put off me, and 
I would have a chance." Jenk- 
ins smiles. “Luckily it worked.” 

Indeed it did. He went on to 
provide a major slice of the high 
drama witnessed in Cape Town 
and, especially, in Durban. To- 
morrow Jenkins may well be at 
it again, although this time it 
could be the English who suffer. 

He may not like playing at 
fall-back, and he continues to 
be upset by those who question 
his international credentials, 
but when it comes down to plac- 
ing the ball on the ground, tak- 
ing a few steps back, and 
preparing for what could be a 
vital kick, none of these qu alms 
will enter his mind. 

Where, then, will Neil Jenk- 
ins be if he is required to kick 
Wfcks to victory in the last minute 
of the match on Saturday? “Oh, 
that’s an easy one," he replies. “J 
will be out on Cad fardre field, 
where 1 always am." 

Adebayo back 
in favour 

ENGLAND A have made five 
changes from the side beaten 
32-17 in France a fortnight ago 
for tonight's meeting with Wiles 
A at Leicester. 

The centre Nick Greenstock, 
the wing Dominic Chapman, 
the prop Darren Molloy, the 
lock Rob Fiddler and the 
flanker Marlin Cony have all 
stepped down - but the team 
still includes seven senior in- 
ternationals. Sale's Jos Boxen- 
dell, an England tourist in 
Argentina fast summer, re- 
places Greenstock, while the 
Bath wing Adedayo Adebayo 
takes over from Chapman as a 
reward for his fine club form. 

SWLAWDA TEAMfvHMoaA.LotounM’ to- 

(BaOij. S Benton (Gtouxsfcrt N Groonatock 
WMWJ. H Winters iBotHanfl, R FUdtor iGtou- 
(BwowmoX D B mh 


Scottish Rugby Unio; 

of weeks ago, a funny thing hap- 
pened to Craig Chalmers. His 
conscience troubled him. 

“I felt a bit guilty about the 
guys getting the sack, 

Chalmers said. “It seems to be 
the coaches that get the sharp 
end of the stick, but they’re not 
always to blame." 

Before the professional free- 
for-all, Chalmers, as Scottish as 
his middle name, Minto, im- 
plies. was tempted to leave his 
beloved Melrose for Leicester. 

As crae of the top-rated outside- 
halves in the world he had 
offers from Australian Capital 
Territory and Natal but it was 
Leicester who nearly got him. 

“It was very attractive. They 
offered me a job and it was a 
good set-up." The reason be did 
not join the Tigers is that Jim 
Telfer persuaded him not to. 

“It’s not done me any barm," 

Chalmers said. "I stfli haven’t 
ruled out the possibility of hav- 
ing a season or two in England. 

It would be quite nice to see 
what the intensity was like com- 
pared to international rugby." 

Scotland, along with Wales 
and Ireland, are suffering from 
a brain and 
brawn drain 
with a lot of 
their players 
earning their 
bread and 
butter from the 
English league. 

“Last year, 
getting players 
up to Scotland 
for training ses- 
sions was a 
nightmare," 

Chalmers said. 

“It would help 

us enormously if Chalmers Staying power 
we had more 
international players north of the 
border. The trouble is the 
salaries are bigger down south, 
and it could be argued that they 
are playing a higher standard. 

There a g ain, not all of them are 
getting regular first-team rugby. 

“The SRU want them in 
Scotland and the RFU are keen 
to have fewer non-English 
players in their clubs. Something 
like 40 per cent of the players 
in the Premiership are non- 
English which can’t be doing 
English rugby much good.” 

It is not. however, the health 
of the game south of the border 
that concerns Chalmers. One of 
the biggest problems in wel- 
coming exiles into the national 
squad for the Five Nations is in 
getting them to adjust to a 
different ball-game. 

Gregor Townsend, by virtue 
of the fact that he plays for 
Northampton under Ian 
McGeechan (who has been re- 
united with Telfer under the 
SRU shakeup), is probably an ex- 
ception. The fact that Chalmers, 
not for the first time, has man- 
aged to dislodge Townsend from 

outside-half tocenire, says an aw- * on ms nanus 

fill lot about his competitiveness in his sons Sam (41 Ben PI and 
and aaymg power Tve had a Robbie (six months), fh.w~ 


few kicks in the teeth in my 
Chalmers said. “It makes some 
people stronger, others weaker. 
Tve always come back." 

Chalmers, who used to say 
that the biggest influences on his 
career were his late father, 
Brian (a coach at Melrose), 
Telfer and McGeechan, was, at 

19, the youngest player to rep- 


is in his 10th Five Nations' 
Championship. The arrival of 
France in Edinbur gh tomor- 
row. as overwhelming favourites, 
fills him with a feeling of dSjd vu. 

“Once again, people have 
written us off and we love that,” 
he said. “Beating England in 
Paris was their biggest game of 
the season and they will be cock- 


resent Scotland B 10 years ago 


by Townsend. 

On his senior debut against 
Wales in 1 989, Chalmers scored 

a try and dropped a goal and the 

same year went on the Lions’ 
tour to Australia. The first kick 
in the teeth came when he was 
replaced by Rob Andrew after 
playing in the opening Test, 
He suffered another bad 


than England’s. Playing in Paris 
»s a totally different matter. 
When they travel they don’t per- 
form quite as well. 

’“We have got to gain parity 
up front. If we can do that, put 
pressure on their key players 
and don’t kick the ball away we 

can win. Let’s hope therms a 
nice cold wind at Murrayfield.” 


I^_. XQMQRRO W’S I N DE PE N D 

[Playing international ruqbv 
ts like going to war y 
and like any group of 
soldiers, the members of a 
team need to have 
complete trust in each other 1 


Lawrence DaliagHo 
talks about the challenge 
of captaining England I P 


1UUULUJVVAV— — 

to tour New Zealand was 

selected. “I felt I was the most 

consistent performer at that 
time," he said. This whole 
episode was almost too much to 
bear. It’s not just that you break 
your arm, but you break^ it 

against the damned English; its 

not just that you miss a tour, but 
you lose out to that man 
Andrew again. 

And it did not get any bet- 
ter. When Chalmers walked off 
Twickenham with a broken 
heart as well as a broken arm, 
he was replaced by Tbwnsend. 
The following season, against 
Whies at pantiff. Chalmers went 
off injured, Townsend moved 
from centre to outside-half and, 
to add insult to injury, subse- 
quently kept the No 10 jersey. 

Tbwnsend regards him self as 
a No 10 but others disagree. 
With Northampton and Scot- 
land he has been unable to hold 
on to the position. 

“I always knew Gregor was 
going to be a threat," Chalmers 
said “But I never thought it 
would work out like this. When 
he was a young lad with Gala, 
great things were expected of 
him. He’s al- 
ways had fan- 
tastic ability 
bat I think he’s 
even more 
valuable at 15. 
He has more 
space at out- 
side centre. It’s 
just a personal 
opinion." 

At this, 
Chalmers al- 
most laughs his 
head off. 

He was not 
laughing last 
summer when 
the Lions party for South Africa 
was announced. Sitting at home 
watching television he took an- 
other battering when he dis- 
covered the outside-halves were 
Tbwnsend and Paul Grayson. “I 
was up for the job and I thought 
I had a good chance. 

“2 was confident in breaking 
the gain line and dictating play. 
I was terribly disappointed" 

Although Chalmers was on 
stand-by, when injury ruled out 
Grayson the management sent 
for Mike Cart. 

The Scots, torn by argu- 
ments twixt clubs and districts, 
got off to a wretched start this 
season with heavy defeats to 
Australia and South Africa at 
Murrayfield and last month fell 
to Italy, a defeat which led to 
the severing of the Dixon- 
Johnson line. The immediate re- 
sult was a victory over Ireland 
in Dublin. “They have gone 
back to the old firm and at the 
same time given the players a 
kick up the backside,” Chalmers 
said “We have responded by 
taking the first step forward" 

At the age of 29, and with a 
budding back-row on his hands 
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curve becomes harder for Henman 


rrvsi. 

l£l ^ 




TIM HENMAN has taken one 
match at a time in his last four 
tournaments, having faii e j lo 
advance to a second match. The 
identity of the British No 2\ 
next opponent will be revealed 
shbrtly after 5 pm today, unless 
me promoters decide that a 
■masked man would be appro- 
priate, when Alan Mills, the 
Wimbledon referee, supervises 
the draw for next week's 
Guardian Direct Cup. an ATP 

Tour event to be staged in a tem- 
porary arena in Battersea Park. 

Jtwffl be Henman's first com- 
petitive appearance in bis home 
country since November, when 
be won the National Champi- 


^paiTelfordforathirdcon- 
swtUvc year. At Wimbledon in 
July. Henman reached his second 
successive quarter-final, cnlv to 
. ® VL ‘ n “ hssswn by 1991 eham- 
pion Michael SUch, who was in 
the process of marking his re- 
tirement. 

After Battersea. Henman's 
next important British encase- 
ment is with Greg Rusedski for 
Davis Cup (i c against 
Ukraine at Newcastle from 3 to 
5 April. The winners advance to 
the qualifying round for a place 
in the 16-strong World Group 
on S to 27 September. 

Haying finished 1997 in pos- 
session of two ATP Tour singles 


Tim Henman’s fall from grace is reviving the *What's wrong with 
British tennis?’ era. John Roberts thinks this is an over-reaction 


titles and a world ranking of No 
17. Henman made an encour- 
aging Start lo the year with a vie* 
lonr against Australia’s Pat 
Rafter, ihe United Slates Open 
champion and world No 2, in 
advancing to the Sydney final in 
defence of his inaugural title. 

Losing in the Sydney final 
against the talented Karol 
Kucera. of Slovakia, was dis- 
appointing hut bearable. Since 
then, however, Henman ap- 
pears lo have become the Rob- 
bie Fowler of tennis. 


Shaken by a first-round de- 
feat at the Australian Open by 
Jerome Golroard. a French qual- 
ifier. the 23-year-old Henman 
has experienced a frustrating 
odyssey in search of form, los- 
ing successive opening round 
matches against Germany's 
Rainer Schutticr, in Croatia, 
the semi -retired Boris Bcckcr, in 
Dubai, and Sweden's Magnus 
Norman in Antwerp, where 
Henman was a finalist Iasi year. 
The loss of points in Belgium will 
cost him a place in the top 20. 


Recalling the “What’s wrong 
with British tennis?” era, when 
home players rarely even qual- 
ified for mainstream tour 
events, it is mildly amusing to 
sense the media’s growing ex- 
asperation with Henman and his 
coach, David Felgate. Valid or 
not, the criticism is a measure 
of the increased expectation in 
the British game in the three 
years since Rusedksi arrived 
from Canada and Henman be- 
gan to confirm his potential. 

Henman's profile has be- 


come too high for him to expect 
brea thing space, but at least the 
drain on his ranking points is 
about to cease for a couple of 
months, the period he was miss- 
ing from the tour last year fol- 
lowing surgery to an elbow. 

The draining °f his confi- 
dence k another matter. Laps- 
es in concentration, particularly 
during service games, caused the 
worrying run of results and, to 
state the obvious, his faith in his 
game will only be restored by a 
sequence of victories. 

Fbr this to happen, dedicat- 
ed training and attention to 
strategy on the practice court 
has to be translated into action 


under pressure during match- 
es, whether or not the oppo- 
nent’s rank and reputation 

enhances motivation. 

After his defeat by Becker, 
Henman expressed the view 
that a player probably learns 
more from losing etches than 
by winning them, and added. 
■TO keep learning, not just this 
week, but fbr a heU of a lot of 
years to come. -7 

Coaching is not an exact sci- 
ence, as Felgate himself has 
pointed out. Tbe LTA '.s former 
manager of men's internation- 
al training has a dose associa- 
tion with Henman, bordering cm 
that of an older brother. He is 



Henman: Four fast failures 


both coach and confidant. 
Moreover, his * Pen- 

man's agent on behalf of Mark 
McCormack’s International 
Management Group. 

Those who would seekto part 

Henman and Hdgate might pos- 

siblyamderestnnate the strength 

of the bond between them. 


no 


Tomba joins 
rush to laud 
Maier’s show 


Winter Olympics 


Mike Rowbottom 

^ repents, from Shigan Kogen 

AS Alberto Tbmba, double 
Olympic gold medallist in the 
giant slalom, slid out of con- 
tention on his backside early in 
yesterday’s firet run of the giant 
slalom, it felt like the end of an 

era. 

“I flew like Maicr,” said 
Tomba, referring to the spec- 
tacular fail which the man who 
has replaced him as the highest 
• profile Alpine skier, Hermann 
Maier, had suffered during the 
downhill event 11 days earlier. 

But the truth was that the 31- 
i JPyear-oId Italian was not able to 
match the young Austrian, even 
in terms of falling. While 
Maiers death-defying tumble 
was sufficient to require his 
mother to be sedated. Tombu’s 
was a simple slide out of con- 
tention. 

The 26-year-old Austrian 
earned his second gold of the 
Games as be finished nearly half 
a second clear of his nearest 
challenger, the fellow Austrian 
Stefan Eberharter. 

For Maier. these Games are 
over. He will holiday for five 
days on the island of Guam be- 
fore continuing with the World 
Cup season in which he is vir- 
ruallycertain la end up as over- 
all champion. 

For Tomba. there is only the 
If consideration of how to play out 
the end of an illustrious career. 
Assuming he recovers from the 
bru ising to his lower back which 
he suffered in his fall, he plans 
to bring an end to an Olympic 
career which began at the 1988 
Games with an appearance in 
tomorrow’s slalom eveoL 

Tomba’s reputation as a 
playboy precedes him, and 
when he arrived in Nagano last 
week he was full of his plans to 
find the woman in his life - U I 
think 1 see her here” he said, 
peering into the amphitheatre 
ftitf of joumalisls. 

■ "Your style changes as you 
Tget older,” he said. “When I was 
younger I sided a lot faster. I was 
much more reckless. Nowadays 
1 am making plans for my future 
after skiing, f hope my future 
will always be in the sport.” 

There are hints of offers to 


Sporting Digest 


Badminton 

THOMAS CUP MarSWORLDTEAM CHAMP- 
IONSHIP £uropc«i quafl yng to tparoert 

(SMtaqom. Non: Paygd 3 stand a. Mgw - 

•a-Sa&ratoe D. USA 3 M and 2. Sweden 5 
Sm^yq 0 Asia. 

la. nd): UataysaSSngsporeO; Japan 3 Thai- 

Madmen 5SrW^ ->0.aottf,jto- 
reaiCajmlaCl Cra 5 Uafaysa 0: Jspan4N«» 
gattand. 

Basketball 

^ LfcggSf (TigW 96 _ Bua,wcj ? “ u L ?^ ££ 
S3 Dertiy 37. Gwnet lonrf»i wo New 

cas3e&7 rofj. 

Bowls 

SECOND TEST tS?****): 

{Ene-'ana >eaa rhne 
THptMcJ Qn jaay T A* *** ' 

KKtta* sea^jr^Jaco^i-e^av^ 

SSSKSSSS^^S^^ 

scntegiaQteaonS-7 7-SIZ-. 4- 


pursue a film career. There 
are rumours of tax problems. 
Nothing is certain - other than 
the fact that Tomba, who plum 
to carry’ on competing until 
next year’s World Champi- 
onships in Vail, realises that the 
future, in the shape of Hermann 
Maier. has arrived. 

After finishing 2.44sec be- 
hind the Austrian in a race at 
Saalbach earlier this year. Tura- 
ba spoke in approving fashion 
of his young rival. 

“He reminds me of myself 
10 years ago,” Tomba said. 
“He slds aggressively, and he 
has a strong, independent 
mind.” Yesterday Maier s girl- 
friend, Petra Wechselbergcr, 
described the singlemindcd 
way in which Maier has devot- 
ed himself lo training in the last 
two years. 

Even though his startling 
performances have meant he 
has been welcomed back into 
tbe Austrian team programme, 
from which he was dropped as 
a relatively puny 15-year-old, 
Maier has spent many hours 
training on his own, riding an 
exercise bicycle, working 
weights, and skiing every day. 

Now that he is established 
as a world star, his earning ca- 
pacity has been increased 
through the fact lhaL unlike 
most of the Austrians, he can 
speak English - a product of bis 
years spent working as a ski in- 
structor on the slopes of his na- 
tive Fiachau. 

These have been Maier’s 



Show of force: Hermann Maier on bis way to victory in the giant slalom yesterday 


Games. After tbe traumatic 
fall in the opening weekend's 
downhill, the predictions made 
for him have been fulfilled. As 
he moved genially down the line 
of lelevision iniciviews at the 
finishing area yesterday, tossing 
his lian-like mane of hair, this 
was an athlete who had well and 
truly arrived. 

Britain's short-track speed 
skatcra, in contrast, were ath- 


Second positive test for marijuana 


ANOTHER positive finding for 
marijuana has been reported in 
random tests at the Winter 
Olympics in Nagano, but the 
authorities have refused in iden- 
tify the athlete or sport involved. 

Last week the Canadian 
mowboarder Ross RebagJiati 
had a gold medal withdrawn 
when he tested positive but his 
medal was reinstated on appeal 
when it emerged that the Inter- 
national Skiing Federation and 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee lack an agreement on ban- 
ning marijuana. 

prince Alexandre de MenxJe. 
chairman of the IOC Medical 
Commission, said another pos- 


itive test had been reported by 
laboratories used by the IOC. 
“We have diosen not to publicise 
it,” he said. “At every Olympics, 
we have tests sent to laboratories 
for banned substances. These 
labs have to provide reliable re- 
sults in 3 S hours. One of the lat- 
est vests was positive for 
marijuana. Its not up to me to 
engoge in value judgements.” 

Tire International Ice Hock- 
ey Federation said yesterday 
that it is investigating allegations 
that American players trashed 
their rooms at the athletes’ vil- 
lage after they bad heen knocked 
out by the Czech Republic on 
Wednesday. 


letes who had well and truly de- 
parted after last nigbfs action, 
when Nicky Gooch, bronze 
medallist in the Olympic 500 
metres four years ago, was 
knocked out in the opening heat 
of this year’s event, soon to be 
joined by the other individual 
choice. Matt jasper. 

To complete Britain’s dis- 
appointing night, the relay 
learn were knocked out of the 
5,000 metres semi-final, finish- 
ing half a lap behind Canada 
and China. 

Jasper, handicapped by a 
stumble at the start, managed 
to recover to third in his heal - 
one place below what was re- 
quired, allhough he was later 
disqualified. 

Bui for Goocb, who had a 
disastrous World Champi- 
onships in the same White Ring 
arena last year, these Games - 
for which his preparations have 
been disrupted by a chest in- 
fection - have been the stuff of 
nightmares. His fortunes last 
night, when he slid out of con- 
tention after moving up into the 
second qualifying place in his 
heat, said everything about 
these Olympics as far as be was 
concerned. 


Nagano results and timetable 


ALPINE SKHNG 
Men's giant Matam 

1 Hermann Maier {tot? antn3&5i«g ... 

2 Staten Eberhartar (Aut) 2:3036 

3 Michael Von Gmanigen (Swit) 2:3969 

4 H Knaus (Aut) 23971 ; 5 J Kosto (Sloven) 
2-3096; 6 S Locher (Swkj 2:4030; 7 P Ac- 
Cata (SwrtJ 2:4057: 8 L Kjus (Nor) 2:4065; 
9 C Mayw (AuQ £4087; 10 F Nybera (Swo) 
*4035 Bntfeh; 32 A Baxter 2:4882. 
Women’s slalom 

1 Hade Gera (Gra) Win 32A0MC .... 

2 Deborah C o n ar egwnl (H) 132A6 - 

3 Zafl Steagall (Aus) 1 :32£7 

4 M Erit (Gar) 1:3291; 3 S Eager (Aut) 
1 :3322; S 1 Salwonmoser (Aut] 1 3338; 7 M 
Accote (Swtt 13412; B M Gaftzio fit) 
1 34B7; 9 M Bergmam (Ger) 1 3W 10 A 
Ortocson (Swe) 1 35,34 British: E Canidc- 
Anderson cid not finish. 

BIATHLON 

WomBfi’s 4x7 Jfcm relay 
(missed targets in tractate) 

1 Germany ihr40mbi tlfiBec W 

(K Apet P Behte, U DW, M ZBfcier) 

2 Russia 1:40:252 (0) 

(A Aftfiatwa. G Kounsn, 0 Main*, O Ro- 
masks) 

3 Norway 1 .'40:373 (Z) — 

(G Andreaasen. A Skwetand, Mi Skjetoroid, 
LSkfafanod) 

4 StoraWa 1 Hi aoB 0 ; 6 Ufcratoe 1 *2320 
FtepUaic 1:43305 


MEDALS TABLE 
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Bulgaria 
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0 
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1 

China. „ 

Czech RepuMfc 

Sweden 

-..0 

-.0 
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1 

4 
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1 
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Behtium 

— 0 
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P); 6 Czech 

T(B;BFr 

Stowma1i44:BB (3): 10 Sweden 1 

SPEB3SKATWG 
Women's 1, 000m 
1 Mari ann e Ttimner (Noth) mki 1651 


; 7Chi- 

“ 9 


2Ch(isWaty (US) 1:16.79 

3 Catriom L aMe y Doan (Cm) 1:1737 ... 

4 S Valter [Ber) 1:1754; 5 A Thomaa 
(Methl 1:1795; 6 SSlBidstrorti (US) 1:«23; 
7 T Qkazsld (Japan) 1 ;WZ7; B E Sairmna 

(Japan) riaaftBM OiAntee (US) ires* 
10 M Gartxecht (Get) 1:T8JE 
Women’s 500m final 

1 Annie Perreault (Can) 4658flsec 

2 Vang Wing (Ch) 46627 


Kazakh s t a n 0 0 > 1 

TIMETABLE 
Today (ttmeo QMT) 

Alpine sUng: WbmenS cpmt sMon% Are! 
lag ooan second Ibq 04Da 
Craee-country ski tog: Womens 30km 
fraastytaoatn 

NortKo nunMnart 4x5km ratay team ewmt 
040Q 

Speed skathHpVltomenb 5D00m 060D 
Figure atattog: WbmonS true programme 

toe hockey: SamMknls: Canada v Cmch 
nepubic OSAS. Husda v FWand 0B45 
Botototoh: PbuMnon list and second nns 
0&0Q 

Figure skrttng: Wfemanb hae programme 

Television times: BBC2 07A&O4S, t230- 
144tt 1655-2030. Brapart3«hrcmerBga 


OMnatGnisicGjMiaigdQi). DtequaBtod: 
I Chares* (Can). 

BFInafcl Onto Lee-kyuig (Kor) 46335®ec. 
Chun awarded bmnm modal . 


Alpine aWfaw MerrV eiaJom first tog OOSa 

second tog 0400. 

Spend Skating: Wcrnerti 5JXXVT) 0600 
Ice hockey: Marie bnana medel mafeh 06S 
Bobsleigh: Four-man second rui 0600. 
BhaMon: Mane 4x75km relay 0400. 
■fetovtelon times: B8C1 (K50090Q, 1Z50, 
1325. <355. 0430*720 (Sunday). B3C2 
tMO-l&fi. Ewoeport 2*hr coverage. 


Brutal sailing as four 
fight to be second 


WE HAVE been in a whole 
new race ever since Merit Cup 
rounded Cape Horn and this 
fifth leg of the Whitbread 
Round the World Race has 
been like no other sailing con- 
test I have ever been in. 

I have raced up the east 
coast of South America with 
another yacht dose by before, 
but not when there have been 
four. The racing is unbelievably 
tight It is brutal sailing. 

At least it means that, al- 
though we have slowed down 
in winds that are probably go- 
ing to be light all the way, the 
miles still dick by. All tbe 
eigne are that the conditions 
which this boat likes will come 
inaeaangjy to the fare. As skip- 
per it will be my job to exploit 
them to the fulL 

We knew That Pan! Cay aid 
was away and gone in EF Lan- 
guage, but the straggje to be sec- 
ond instead of fifth looks as 
thm igh it will go all the way to 
the finish in Sao Sebastiao. And 

there could be a joker in tbe pack 

in the form of a big, windless 
parking lot near the end. 

By the tune we reached the 
Horn we had recovered from 
what had been a realty tough and 
tiring run through the southern 
ocean that left us all feeling a lot 
better about ourselves. 

Whatever the outcome in 
Brazil in our own minds we have 
certainly sailed much belter in 
southern ocean conditions than 
we did on the second kg. Wfe dSd 
not broach once, so we can be 
happy that we conquered the de- 
mon of the southern ocean. ^ We 
put in a 430-mile day when I 
thought we might have trouble 
breaking 400 and we did one 
117-mile stretch in six hours, 
which is up with the best. 

The boat has also come 
through without any significant 
damage. We did break our 
spinnaker pole, but we don’t 
have any problems which could 
slow us down, unlike some of 
our competitors. 

This has allowed os to sail the 



GRANT DALTON 

race we Eke. V* never could ew- 
er all four of our closest rivals 
and in any case ft is better to be 
proactive rather than reactive. 

We have enough food for 26 

days and it still looks like the leg 
will take that long. Now we are 
in the southern Atlantic we have 

been able to discard smelly oil- 
skins, ihennals and wet socks for 
ligh ter clothes, even shorts. The 
downside is that we left behind 

the sun cream. The two tubes we 

have found did not go far. 

It is amflTmg bow this leg has 
turned thing s round fbr three 
boats. Silk Cut is probably out 
of it, while the challenge from 
Cbessie Racing, after being 
third for two legs, has faltered. 

However, we feel really sor- 
tyibr thegirison EF Education. 
They have been a very unfor- 
tunate casualty and it may not 
be just for this leg. I cannot see 
any way they can make it to 
Brazil in time for the start of the 
next leg to Fort Lauderdale, so 
their dismasting could cost 
them two legs, not one. 

They are far superior to any 
other women crew who have 
raced around the world, but 
have been hit hard by some had 
luck that they did not deserve. 

A lot of thoughts have come 
out of this leg, not least concerns 
about tbe race. I know sumc of 
my younger crewmen, who you 
would expect to be around for 
a few years to come, are saving 
they don’t know if they can take 
another Whitbread. 

I hope this will not be the 
last time I see Cape Horn, but 
the race needs to become less 
of a grind, more compact and 
perhaps even more fun. 


Heiner’s hunch hits the spot 


THE GAMBLE by Roy Hein- 
er, the skipper of Brunei Suner- 
gy, to sail east around the 
Fklkland Islands looks to have 
paid off as he attacks second 
place on the fifth leg of the Whit- 
bread Round the World Race. 

Sixth-placed Heiner was 
making 13 knots yesterday 
while the four boats chasing 


runaway leader EF Language 
were becalmed 50 miles ahead. 
WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD 
RACE ffltth tog, 6,070 miles, Auckland, 
NZ. to SftoSfihajJfaifi, Bra): 1 EF Language 
(Swe) P Caysrd 1079 mBes to Crash. 2 
Sumiteh Mattft ISwe) G Krone 653 mean 
behind batter 3 Mem Cup (Monaco) G Dal- 
Inn +653; 4 Ttahisa (US) P StantBandga 
+ 654; S Innovation Kwaemer (Nor) K 
Frmtad +6S>; B BtibibI Sunwgy (Neth) R 
Honor +700; 7 Cnessae Huong (US', D 
Smith +7T8; 8 Sft Cut IGB) L Smrth 
+1055; 0 EF Education (Sue 1 , C GuOou 
+ 1034. 



FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP-. Poatponod 
/natobas: Tue?4 Fob: Boton kAtkwI Wad 2S 
Feb: Aston VBa -j Barnsley Sat 7 Mar: Cown- 
try v WmEterton Sat 28 Man Chelsea v Bfadi- 
O^Re-ammgrrftetor^W^lM^^n 
VBs > Barrelov Tue 21 ManVWmbledqn*N9w- 
c^rate. Wed as Apr: 0<A®ntiy » Wtrrttedwi 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Fist W- 
vtraon: Queen-, Part. Rangers 2 CrysfcH Palace 
?. Wetted 2 Norwich Z 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Coca-Cola 


Cup sonu-nnals second toff Owteea 3 Arse- 
nal 1 fam 4-31. WdtfesbrouBh 2 Uvetpod 0 
toga al) FA Cartng Pr u ral er ihtp: Agon V7- 
laoMenchesifif Utd 2-. Southampton i Cop 
try a Nationwide Football Least* First 
OMsiorc Manchester Cay i ipa^^.Nfrwcn 
0 Tram*** Z Wbh/es 2 BhUdtU 1 City l TNv 
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Boxing 

Oscar De La Hoyafc World Boxing 
Council weftBiweigW title delence 
against the Frenchman Ralrick Char^ 
penlier. origlnafly postponed from 23 
February 28 to W March H has been 
called off ^in because ttie ehamp- 
iorfls wrist injury is worse than first ci- 
agnosed. 

Cricket 

Duneai Feamley Is to stand down af- 
ter 12 years as Worcestershire's char- 
man. 

Football 

The former Wales international Robbie 
James colapsed andaadonWdraM- 

daywhte playing krUaneS.ttre Wear 

Leaoua ciub he managed. James. 4Q 
represented Swarssa. StokaL^- 
ter, Queens Park Rangere and Bu- 
ford CHy, and won 47 caps for ns 
country. 

The NaSorwwtte t£»» 
der-21 represertafrve matchagairgJ 
Italy S Send flat The Vafley. Chariton, 

on 10 March. ^ 
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Boa Href DMatair psoteh D CharKn 3 
(corrected ready- MM « Swindon i; Wnv 
bledcn 0 Ptansmouth 1. tnteui.31 -.set Merto- 
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toaistuSiMi: Sodas 1 Lens 4; Bontem 
«Po^a(tiert GeoosnCupesnti-Snatai 
Met* Trier l EUebug i (eetDoSiruis e*t 70- 
flan pgnsl 

Golf 

CANON CHAL1.B46 F (Sydney) Lawdtogjrat- 
round scores (Aua itesss stntedU 63 P OMal- 
fcsy 64 P Go* fi7 G Manny 68 E Bar* (NZi L 
Pareone, U Gcggh. L Waste. DCartar 
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Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREWERSHFP (WE Re- 
amtoged ftrftna: 24 Mar; London Irish v 
Gloucester 0nfl7 7 Mv}. 
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Tennis 

ST JUDE'S ATP TOUR I .. 
eaesnd iaamt □ Stafford (Stf bt T I 
(Gar) 61 63; J Alonso (Sp) MM WtaaHng- 



WlTi mwmrnm^m -I 5 in. 13 , 25, 32. Bonus number: 48. 

Draw date ^^* Prim fund': £13.618.127 |45% of ucKet sales). 


AMOUNT FOR 
EACH WINNER 


TOTAL EACH TIER 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

2,500 

The number of pounds 
that the cheapest Olympic 
souvenir kimono costs in 
the shops of Nagano. 
Most touists are optrig in- 
stead for cotton, kimono- 
fike robes, yukata, which 
cost around £30. 


jfc SNOW REPORTS 
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Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather- reports 
from 200+ resorts to Europe and 
North America. 

Voice reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For a fuH Ibc of all std codes ty 
voice or fax dial 0990 IOOB43 


Ski Snapshot 

At a glance to snow conditions at 
over 200 resorts worid-wide 

0897 500 601 

in association with 
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Laudrup will 
join Chelsea 
in summer 

BRIAN LAUDRUP will join 
Chelsea on July 1 after agree- 
ing a three-year contract with 
the Premiership club. The Dan- 
ish forward will remain at Ibroz 
until Rangers have completed 
their League programme. 

Laudrup is out of contract in 
the summer and the move will 
cost Chelsea nothing other than 
a signing-on fee. The 29-year- 
old had been previously linked 
with Ajax, where his brother, 
MichaeL plays. 

The Dane said he had been 
so fed up about the constant ru- 
mours about his future he had 
considered returning home and 
joining FC Copenhagen. He 
had also had “serious discus- 
sions” with Paris St-Ge nnain . 
“1 want to play in Lhe English 
Premiership and that is what at- 
tracted me to Chelsea,” he 
said. There were reports yes- 
terday that Gianluca Vialli, 
Chelsea’s player-manager, 
wants to sign his former Juven- 
ilis team-mate, the French mid- 
fielder Didier Deschamps. 

A former Chelsea player, 
Australia’s coach Terry Ven- 
ables, has been offered a new 

contract by Soccer Australia, the 
country's ruling football body- 
but is undecided about com- 
mitting himself to the Socceroos. 

Venables has been offered a 
position as coaching supervisor 
for the Australian team for the 
2000 Olympics in Sydney. He 
said: “We are still talking and 
rve told David HflJ [Soccer Aus- 
tralia's chairman] I will not be 
looking at any offers until I’ve 
spoken to him.” 

One place he will not be 
looking for a job is financially 
troubled Portsmouth. The di- 
rectors at Fratton Park have 
blamed Venables, their former 
chairman, for the club's plight, 
but the former England coach 
sa id: “They’re crying like babies 
now that it's going wrong." 

Craig Brown, the Scotland 
coach, has confirmed that Scot- 
land will travel to the United 
States to complete their World 
Cup preparations. They will face 
Colombia on 24 May in New Jer- 
sey and the States on 30 May in 
Washington DC. The former 
Celtic manager. Tommy Burns, 
will take charge of the B squad 
to play Wales on 24 March. 



Down and out at the 
Winter Olympics 



IT WAS a day of downward trajectories at the 

Winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan yesterday 
writes Chris Maume. The German speed skater, 
Franziska Schenk (left), was rumoured to be 
Liking ont British citizenship after the way she 
slid out of the women’s 1,000 metres, just as 
our own Nicky Gooch did in the men's 500m. 

For Alberto Tbmba (top), a slalom double 
gold medallist in more upstanding times, 
there was the ignominy of landing on his back- 
side with a mouthful of snow, crashing out of 
the giant slalom after a fleeting 18 seconds on 
his fleet Hermann Maiei; who set the standard 
for prangs in the downhill last week, established 
himself as Tbmba’s successor yesterday with 
his second gold of the Games. For the New 
Zealander, Claudia Riegler, though (above), it 
was more Tomba than Maiei; as she lapsed into 


the horizontal position in the first run of the 
women's slalom, which was won by a German 
who did manage to stay upright, Hllde Gerg. 

Another notable decline and fall was that 
of the American skater who was thought to be 
in with a medal chance, Nicole Bobek. After 
falling in Wednesday’s short programme and 
finishing 17th, she fell 10 times during yes- 
terday's practice and left in tears. Slightly less 
notable, if perhaps more predictable, was the 
fete of Britain's F.mma Carrick-Anderson, who 
cradled out eatfy in the slalom. Given the length 
of time onr Winter Olympians spend on their 
behinds, perhaps they should all be encour- 
aged to take up the luge. 

Photographs (clockwise from left): Jerry Lampenj 
Reuter, Luca Bruno/AP; David PhtUiplAP) 

Mike Rowbottom, page 27 
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ACROSS 

I Cat, one found near N 
Wales resort, decapitated 

4 Home of the brave? (3, 5) 

10 Point is dear, even m 
translation (9) 

II Country Latin conies from, 

on reflection? (5) 

12 Empty goods vehicle one 

rides in (4) 

13 Artisan taking tnp to is- 
land (10) „ 

15 Clergyman disposed to ac- 

cept a nuclear generating 
plant (7) . , 

16 Painter getting in with very 
slender model? (6) 

19 Bullying is felt to be op- 

21 iSfowwlth smt joined dis- 
sident group (7) • 

23 Centre offline nee «n 

cut up and reduce to ashes 
( 10 ) 


25 Joint where Pat and Ella 
meet up? (4) 

27 Head of corporation refus- 
ing to pay for pipework (5) 

28 Almost wince digesting 
American commercial of a 
campaigning sort? (9) 

29 Windscreen wiper activat- 
ed by stop lights? (8) 

30 Dog that is associated with 
Hebridean island (6) 

DOWN 

1 The first animal to be dis- 
covered, according to some 
reference books (»} 

2 Neck with boy, having lime 
to go out flirting (9) 

3 Party in Gloucester Av- 
enue (4) 

5 Arch under which observer 
is positioned (7) 

6 Dressing to contrast with 
nosy cheek? (5, 5) 

7 Domain consisting of land- 
ed property goes to 


8 


marquis (5) 

Washday procedure using 
ride line - half the bat- 


outside 
tie (6) 

9 Covered entrance? (6) 

14 One tending to be among 
the less well paid accord- 

17 ilfSemv^ed in internal 
reshuffle at specified inter- 
vals (9) 

18 Entice Egyptian into ri- 
otous livmg - easy, at first 

20 Complaint made by artist 
in every age. ultimately (7) 

21 Intermittent movement of 
lift catches female initially 
unawares (6) 

22 It’s the add test (6) 

24 Rodent avoiding others 
when approaching water- 
ing-hole, mostly (5) 

26 Ring discovered by a stu- 
dent in a small house (4) 


Chirpy Welsh determined 


Graf unable 

- - to overcome 

to steal Twickenham show Appelmans 


By Chris Hewett 

Rugby Union Correspondent 

Kevin Bowring could barely 
wait to report that his chirpy and 
strikingly cocksure Welsh team 
had made only one mistake - a 
line-out overthrow by Barry 
W illiams - in an otherwise 
faultless 25-minute training ses- 
sion at Sophia Gardens in 
Cardiff yesterday. The coach 
was being slightly economical 
with the truth, however; the 
Dragons made a second, far 
more drastic error by leaving 
their dressing-room door ajar. 

The work-out may have 
been a snappy affair but the 
players were nowhere near 
shalp enough to prevent thieves 
relieving three of their number 
- Gareth Thomas and Nigel 
Whlker, and David Young - of 
their wallets. Walker and Young 
lost the best part of £500 be- 
tween them while Thomas was 
instantly rendered a credit card- 
free zone. Given the facL that a 
fourth team member, Allan 
Bateman, had his car broken 
into in Cardiff on Wednesday 
night, it was blissfully ironic that 
the Welsh should have spent 


mucb of yesterday explaining 
bow they intended to stage a 
smash and grab raid on England 
at Twickenham tomorrow. 

Should they achieve their first 
Five Nations victory on E ngl i sh 
soil since 1988, Walker and 
company will cheerfulfy write off 
their losses. “It was revealing to 
discover how little money they 
were carrying with them to Lon- 
don," grinned an amused Terry 
Cobner, the Welsh director of 
rugby. “The last time we had our 
dressing-room infiltrated was in 
Dublin. I seem to remember 
John Perkins losing a grand on 
that occasion." Who said play- 
ers were better off under pro- 
fessionalism? 

Arwel Thomas’ recovery 
from a “dead” right leg means 
he will take his place at the hub 
of an exciting Welsh back divi- 
sion. The Swansea outside-half 
had been unable to train all 
week, but as Bowring happily 
confirmed, his electric pres- 
ence yesterday brought the best 
out of his colleagues. “It was a 
top-quality session. quite superb 
in terms of tempo, attitude and 
confidence," said the coacb. 

Bowring’s assertion thaL 


there was an “element of doubt" 
in the minds of his opponents 
was largely confirmed by Roger 
Uttiey, the England manager, 
who accepted that failure town 
for the eighth consecutive Test 
would lead to “questions being 
asked in high places". 

“We are very conscious that 
we need a good, winning per- 
formance this weekend. There 
is no panic and we arc not los- 
ing our heads, but the recent sce- 
nario under which we regularly 
put 20 or 30 points on Wiles has 
hanged. 

“We are competing against a 
skilful, lough Welsh team a long 
way removed from the sides of 
the early 1990s. When we were 
beating them comfortably they 
were severely debilitated by the 
constant drain of talent to rug- 
by league, but they are all back 
now and they have come back 
better players," Uttlcy said. 

It isalong time since England 
felt such an overriding desire to 
get their excuses in early and Ut- 
dey’s comments will have left the 
Wash wondering erectly who are 
favourites. There is no doubting 
the identity of the underdogs in 
this weekend's second match 
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between Scotland and France at 
Murrayfield, however. 

Jean-Claude Skrela, the 
French coach, went out of his 
way yesterday to pay tribute to 
Scotland’s traditional pride and 
dynamism, but agreed that bis 
biggest concern was to guard 
against overconfidence. “We 
must remember that we have 
won only once at Murrayfield in 

20 years," he said. 

Derrick Lee, the London 
Scottish full-back, will make his 
first international start tomor- 
row after sneaking ahead of 
Rowen Shepherd in the race for 
the No 15 shirt. The Scots have 
made further changes by pre- 
ferring Tbny Stanger of Hawick 
to Leicester’s Craig Joiner on 
the right wing and keeping faith 
with Dave Hilton, the loose- 
head prop from Bath who re- 
placed George Graham midway 

through the victory over Ireland 
a fortnight back, as their front- 
row foundation stone. 

SCOTLAND (i Fran c e, Munayffau. 

EESgEfiSSEF 

9. CCtpnMimllWwaS Scotty 


Best's new job, page 26 
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STEFFI GRAF'S comeback 
hit a snag yesterday when, de- 
spite a late rally, she lost in 
straight sets to Belgium's Sabine 
Appelmans in the quarter- finals 
at the Faber Grand Prix in 
Hannover. 

Appelmans beat Graf, play- • 
ing in only her second singles 
match since a knee injury 
threatened to end her career 
eight months ago, 6-3, 7-6. The 
German, who had her left calf 
taped at the courtside during the 
match, trailed 5-2 in the second - 

set and dealt with three match 

P°ints before losing to the \ 
world No 24. : 

Graf s calf had caused her to 
delay her comeback for the : 
fifth time at the Paris indoor • 

tournament two weeks ago, in- -i 
creasing speculation that the ca- N 
reer of the game’s top player. • 
over the past decade was fin'- '. 
[Shed. Yesterday, though, Graf 

battled well against Appelmans ~ 

for one hour and 38 minutes be-. ' 
fore herforehand return sailed ' 
out on a fourth match point -i 
On Wednesday Graf had -! 
ganed an easy 6-4, 6-2 win in : 
ner first singles match in over 
^Eh t months - against her fel- 
j®* German, Andrea Glass. ... , 
Henman's struggle, page 27 









